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Eritrea to withdraw from Red Sea island 
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Yemeni President Ali Abdikh S^eh Se“S 
an government had officially iiiformM 
decision to withdraw trooDs from th^v^ - , 0 ^ lts 
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Sea, broke out in Decemh^r wK» n a 1 ine Ke “ 

M-4 of Grater Ha^h M“ n & ia H° k ^ 

two countries agreed May 21 to suhmi t !? n ’ the 

to an international tribuni of arbitral* * rdlSpUte 




i ■ 

i - 
\ / 


mes 


An independent Arab political daily | 

•tfV®* 4UkUAll jfc iJ 


n Press Foundation 
***** >i& u*J 


Arab leaders contact King Hussein 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Sun- 
day received phone calls from Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah, Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh. 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa AI Thani] 
Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat and Bahraini 
Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. It said the discus- 
sions between the King and the Arab leaders dealt 
with bilateral relations and means to enhance them. It 
did not give details, but it was believed that the Arab 
leaders contacted the King also to inquire about the 
situation in southern Jordan. 
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King, citing premeditated attempts to cause riots, 
says probe is under way to know who is responsible 

Relative calm prevails in Karak; 
town’s residents remain on edge 


S f a ck stiiQi 
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From Ayman Safadi 
in Karak 

RELATIVE CALM pre- 
vailed in Karak on Sunday 
■ after two days of rioting 
against increases in the 
■. prices of bread as the south- 
ern city remained under a 
curfew and the army 
, patrolled the streets and 
maintained vigil from 
; rooftoops. 

if Phone lines with Amman 
were cut off from early 
Sunday. The curfew was 
lifted for two hours in the 
afternoon to allow people 
to buy essentials. However, 
the curfew, which was first 
imposed on Saturday, did 
not appear to be strongly 
enforced as people could 
still be seen in the streets 
after the two-hour period. 

Residents said up to 130 
people were arrested. In 
Amman, Information Min- 
ister Marwan Muasher con- 


HM believes external, elements, perhaps the same as 
those behind 1989 events, exploited people’s sentiments 
in cheap manner and tried to damage Jordan ’s image 


firmed that arrests were 
made but did not give any 
□umbers. The minister 
stressed that only those 
directly involved in damag- 
ing property and looting 
were arrested (see separate 
story). 

Arrests continued Sun- 
day. 

Security forces entered 
the office of Karak Mayor 
Ahmad Mahaddin while 
this reporter was interview- 
ing members of the city’s 
municipal council. The 
security officers checked 
the IDs of those present 
against a list of names they 
had. 

Television coverage of 
the situation in Karak was 
banned; television crew 
were called in to the city’s 
police station and told to 
leave town. 

Mayor Mahaddin, a mem- 
ber of the Islamic Action 


Front (IAF) party, and sev- 
eral residents said the calm 
in the city could be broken 
again if the government did 
not roll back its decision to 
increase the prices of bread. 

They also said die town 
residents were enraged by 
the tough response of the 
authorities to their protests 
and insisted that the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
should resign. 

“This is a calm enforced 
by tanks, but the angry feel- 
ings remain,” a young man 
told the Jordan limes as he 
lolled a few metres from an 
array personnel carrier. 

Dr. Mahaddin blamed 
Karak Governor Badred- 
dine Al Wadi an and securi- 
ty forces for the violence. 
He said the behaviour of 
the security forces was very 
rough as they sought to dis- 
perse a group of 200 to 300 


demonstrators who took to 
the streets after Friday noon 
prayers at the city's main 
Omari Mosque. 

The mayor described the 
demonstration against the 
increase in bread prices as 
“a peaceful march” that 
turned violent when securi- 
ty forces rough-handled the 
protesters. 

At lease seven of the II 
members of the municipal 
council insisted that there 
were no political groups 
behind the riots, which they 
characterised as a response 
to the increase in the price 
of bread as well as other 
commodities. 

“It is not simply bread, it 
is 200 other commodities,” 
said Abdul Sal am Al Kara- 
ki, a city councillor. 

A member of the pro-Iraq 

(Confirmed on page 7) 


AMMAN (J .lid— His 
Majesty King Hut&ein said 
Sunday that external ele- 
ments were behind the 
rioting in southern Jordan 
and that investigations 
were under way to appre- 
hend those responsible. 

In an interview with Jor- 
dan Television, the King 
said: “Thank God the situa- 
tion is calm. The Jordanian 
citizens are a source of 
pride to me because 
through their awareness 
peace is now restored.” 

“Yesterday and today I 
have received numerous 
telephone calls from may- 
ors, tribal leaders and 
heads of various organisa- 
tions in the different parts 
of Jordan, all condemning 
the recent events and 


attempts to distort the 
image of this country and 
to damage Jordanians' 
properties,” the King said. 

The King said all these 
callers reaffirmed alle- 
giance to his policies and 
expressed readiness to 
“stand firm in the face of 
all crises.” 

In reply to a question, the 
King said: “I believe there 
were external parties 
behind these events, but 
investigations are bound to 
reveal the details about 
those responsible. I am sur- 
prised to see these events 
taking place in an atmos- 
phere of dialogue and 
democracy. Some people 
have tried to exploit the 
sentiments of the people In 
a cheap manner at a time 



merits have tried to harm 
our achievements and to 
create a real danger to Jor- 
dan's democracy and dis- 
tort Jordan’s image 


reputation 

world.” 

The King 
there were 
despite the 


before 


and 

the 


when the local residents 
were unaware of what has 
been going on. These ele- 


siressed that 
no casualties 
fact that the 
security sendees and peo- 
ple were fired upon. 

He said that the events 
brought back to him mem- 
ories of the 19S9 riots in the 
south. Perhaps the same 
elements behind the 1989 
events were also responsi- 
ble for these riots in the 
past two days’ events, he 
said. 

“The situation is different 

(Continued on page 7} 




Opposition blames government for riots, 
insists on executive authority’s resignation 


Muasher: Only those directly 
involved in riots are arrested 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Oppo- 
sition parties and profes- 
sional associations Sunday 
blamed the government for 
the eruption and escalation 
of the riots in the south 
and insisted on the govern- 
ment’s resignation as an 
inevitable step to calm the 
situation in the Kingdom. 

In a press conference 
held at the Islamic Action 
Front party headquarters 
at Abdali, a coalition of 
eleven political parties, 
twelve professional associ- 
ations, unions and public 
Figures called for the 
downfall of the govern- 
ment of Abdul Karim 


Kabariti for what it 
described as disregarding 
the will of the people and 
their representatives. 

“What happened in 
Karak was an inevitable 
outcome of the govern- 
ment's policies ” said Mil- 
hem Tal. the coalition’s 
spokesperson. 

“What is worse is that the 
government and security 
forces did not allow our 
people to demonstrate 
pacefully. In fact, they 
have turned down the 
request of some Jordanians 
to stage a peaceful march 
that could have ended 
peacefully.” 


“It is very normal that, in 
this tense atmosphere 
charged with angry popular 
reaction that resulted from 
the government’s disregard 
for the feelings of the peo- 
ple and their representa- 
tives, such an expression 
of sentiments spread to 
other areas in the south,” 
he said. 

Al Dustour daily reported 
Sunday that the Karak 
municipal council decided 
to send two cables to His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
first one to inform him of 
the “misleading and inac- 
curate information he is 
receiving about the events 


there” and the second to 
protest about the threats 
Karak Deputy Nazih 
Ammar in claimed he 
received from the prime 
minister. 

The coalition blamed all 
riots and sabotage that 
started in Karak and spread 
to Ma’an and Tafileh and 
finally reached an area in 
the capital Saturday night 
on the shoulders of the 
government only and 
rejecting outright the 
involvement of foreign 
parties in fomenting the 
unresL 

(Continued on page 7) 


By Yasser Abu Hilaieh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Information 
Minister Marwan Muasher 
said Sunday the situation in 
riot-hit southern Jordan had 
returned to normal and that 
the authorities were arrest- 
ing those suspected of 
involvement in the riots 
and destruction of public 
property. 

In a statement to the press 
following Sunday’s Cabinet 
session, which was chaired 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti, Dr. 
Muasher said calm prevails 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
authorities had detained 


those involved in the 
destruction of public prop- 
erty. robbery and looting 
rather than those who par- 
ticipated in demonstrations. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
government would not be 
lenient with them and will 
refer them to the courts for 
trial. 

The minister dismissed 
suggestions that the arrests 
were motivated by political 
considerations, but said that 
some of those arrested 
belong to certain party 
organisations which might 
have been involved in the 
unrest. 

“Some parties have 
exploited die situation to 
serve certain purposes,” he 


said. “Very few slogans 
raised during the events 
dealt with the increase in 
bread prices, he said, and 
most of the slogans raised 
were political and raigened 
the country and its institu- 
tions." 

Dr. Muasher stressed that 
nobody was killed in the 
riots but minor injuries 
were reported. He added 
that the public security 
forces had received strict 
instructions not to use live 
ammunition. 

Dr. Muasher said the cur- 
few clamped on Karak was 
lifted for two hours on Sun- 
day and that it will be lifted 
completely soon. 

On disturbances in Hay 


Tafaileh in Jofeh. near 
Amman, Dr. Muasher said 
a group of minors had burnt 
garbage containers, but 
that the situation was dealt 
with and calm was restored. 

The Council of Ministers^ 
on Sunday asked Minister 
of Supply Munir Sober to 
reconsider the increase in 
prices of dairy products. Dr. 
Muasher said. 

The Ministry of Supply 
“will study the prices of 
daily products and draw' up 
another list of prices," he 
added: “sThere may be 
some violations, but the 
ministry of supply will put 
an end to violations.” 


Re-evaluation process to start when law and order re-established 

Political restructuring programme on the cards as the country moves beyond stage of riots 
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By Nermeen Murad 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein will order a re-evaluation process 
of the whole political experience 
since 1989 once law. order and nor- 
mal life are restored to the south and 
to the rest of the country, informed 
sources said yesterday. 

The King is now considering 
options to put in motion this kind of 
process, the sources said, adding that 
the end result may be a political 
restructuring programme, depending 
on what the re-evaluation process 
reveals. 

“His Majesty is keen to know where 
we went right or wrong in the democ- 
ratisation process of the past seven 
years,” one source said. “From then 
on, die positive aspects will be 
emphasised at the expense of the neg- 
ative practices, with the ultimate aim 
being progress on the democratic 
front, greater stability and working 
harder towards achieving consensus 
politics." 

The sources did not define the kind 
of framework that will encompass the 
re-evaluation effort, but one of them 
pointed out that it could be close to 
the model employed to draw up the 
National Charter in 1991 and would 
necessarily involve a dialogue 
between the government. Parliament 
and political parties. 

But before this is done, the sources 
agreed, the King and government 
have a top priority and that is to re- 
establish law and order in the wake of 
the violent riots which broke out in 


the towns of Karak. Tafileh, Maan 
and other areas. 

“Now it is obvious that there is a 
security issue, which is the top prior- 
ity for now.” one source told the Jor- 
dan Times. "The next step will be to 
re-assess Jordan's democratic experi- 
ment as it stands today and re-estab- 
lish the rules that will guide it into the 
future, in light of what has hap- 
pened.” the source added. 

“The whole issue of lifting the sub- 
sidies — the intensive debate on it, 
the way it was handled in Parliament 
and the press — will figure highly in 
the study process, especially in light 
of the riots that ensued," another 
source said. “But while there will be 
no going back to the status quo ante, I 
rhink . following the completion of the 
re-evaluation process, it is highly 
unlikely that the regime will go back 
on democracy either.” 

The regime will not consider a ter- 
mination of the democratic march, a 
former senior official said. There 
mi ght be areas where the rule of law 
would be tightened and certain 
restrictions on political expression 
imposed, but democracy will survive 
the test, with or without the re-evalu- 
ation process, if only for logical rea- 
sons. the official and other sources 
said. 

They believe that several factors 
will figure in the King’s thinkin g 
when re-evaluating the democratisa- 
tion process especially since any 
regression will be harmful politically 
as it would be undertaken immediate- 
ly after riots that are reminiscent of 


the 1989 events. 

Among these factors will be the 
several advantages that the country’s 
democratisation has brought with it 
and which have contributed to main- 
taining stability, political liberalisa- 
tion and economic progress. 

“The reintroduction of democracy 
is what saved the day after the 1989 
riots,” one foriner senior official told 


analyst told the Jordan Times. “Mr. 
Kabariti’s premiership itself is a prod- 
uct of the democratisation process, 
and the majority of Cabinet members 
are elected representatives of the peo- 
ple. It is not easy for them or any 
other government to overlook the 
value of democracy for the future of 
Jordan.” 

“On the other hand, the govern- 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


the Jordan Times in an interview, 
speaking on condition that he is not 
identified by name. “If we are to draw 
comparisons between the recent riots 
and those in 1989 we would immedi- 
ately conclude that the government 
will not halt democratisation because 
it realises that it was the democratic 
change that has kept the country 
going and marte this week's events 
less dangerous than those in 1989.” 

In fact the government made its 
intention clear in this regard when in 
its communique over the riots on Sat- 
urday it stressed that while the Cabi- 
net was determined to stand in the 
face of sabotage, it also reiterated its 
keenness on safeguarding Jordan’s 
security and its “resolve to pursue the 
march of democracy under the 
umbrella of law and order.” 

The government’s stress on its com- 
mitment to democracy, even during 
the tense times of the riots, “is a 
reflection of the whole country’s con- 
cern on the need to continue along the 
democratic path” a seasoned political 


merit, any government, must realise 
that despite the obvious delays and 
hassle involved in trying to win par- 
liamentary approval for its policies, 
the democratic process itself 
becomes ultimately capable of giving 
legitimacy to those policies,” the ana- 
lyst said. 

“Democracy gives a policymaker 
more courage to bring issues up. and 
profound change can happen if you 
have parliamentary approval,” former 
Minister of Finance Basel Jardaneh 
told the Jordan Times yesterday. 

“If you try to employ proper chan- 
nels in your favour, by dealing with 
Parliament and you have a credible 
argument, then you can convince the 
people’s representatives of what you 
want,” said Mr. Jardaneh, who has 
been widely credited as the architect 
of the Kingdom’s economic recovery 
programme after the 1988-1989 cri- 
sis. 

Mr. Jardaneh and other sources 
pointed out that the signing of the 
peace treaty with Israel, die econom- 


ic restructuring programme, the value 
added tax as well as the decision to 
distance the Kingdom from the Iraqi 
regime are only a few examples of 
decisions that have been accepted 
peacefully because governments at 
the time were able to gain support 
from Parliament for these steps, albeit 
sometimes grudgingly. 

Another element which will figure 
highly in any consideration by the 
regime of reversing the democratic 
experiment in the Kingdom, all 
sources and analysts agree is that the 
change that accompanied the seven 
years of democratic and political 
development has become too institu- 
tionalised and too ingrained in peo- 
ple’s minds to be retracted. 

Democracy cannot be done away 
with because it has been accompa- 
nied by concrete steps towards insti- 
tutionalisation and becoming a per- 
manent feature of civil society, the 
sources said. “Laws have been 
changed and updated to keep pace 
with the freedom and openness that 
have accompanied the deraocratisa- 
tion process, not least of which is the 
abolition of the defence and martial 
laws and the introduction of such 
important legislation as the political 
parties aud press and publication 
laws,” one of them explained. Jor- 
dan, which has also committed itself 
to pursuing democratic reforms and 
presented itself worldwide as a model 
of tolerance and respect for human 
rights “cannot now go against the cur- 
rent in the world which is moving 
towards democracy as part of a glob- 


al system,” he added. 

In fact, Mr. Jardaneh pointed out 
that Jordan's attractiveness to foreign 
investors has been due largely to its 
democratic reforms simultaneously 
with the economic adjustment pro- 
gramme which has been put in effect 
since the reintroduction of democracy 
in 1989. 

“These are twin elements,’' Mr. Jar- 
daneh said. “The democratic process 
has certainly been useful in improv- 
ing the business climate without 
which it is doubtful that we would 
have been able to attract foreign 
investors.” 

The King and the government, 
according to the sources, are aware 
of all the benefits of democracy. Yet, 
they are also aware that democracy 
has often been threatened by the 
absence of an effective and unbiased 
application of the law. Not only in 
this area do we need reform, a gov- 
ernment source said, pointing to 
attempts by parliamentarians, and 
official acquiescence, to relax the 
application of the law when it is done 
to their advantage. “There are other 
spheres as well in which the govern- 
ment would have to curb excesses, 
that might otherwise be mistaken for 
freedoms such as sensationalism and 
inaccurate stories in the tabloid news- 
papers and inciteful sermons in 
mosques.” 

The government, in its statement 
Saturday, underlined that democracy 
should flourish and develop “under 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Israeli media play up 
events in south Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
riots in southern Jordan are 
dominating headlines in the 
Israeli media, with the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu keep- 
ing an eye on the develop- 
ments in the Kingdom, 
according to reports from 
Israel. 

Judging from comments 
Mr. Netanyahu has made, 
before and after his victory 
in May elections, the new 
Israeli premier should have 
a keen interest in the devel- 
opments in Jordan, those 
reports said. 

Given that the unrest in 
Jordan is attributed largely 
to economic hardships and 
frustration over the delay in 
seeing the economic fruits 
of peace, the reports said. 
Israel should be concerned 
if only because of its 
expected role in improving 
the Jordanian economy 
through joint projects and 
cooperation. 

"Improving the economy 
of Jordan through strong 
cooperation is very much in 
the interests of Israel as it is 
in the interests of Jordan.” 
Mr. Netanyahu has said. 

Agenee France Presse 
quoted a high-level Israeli 
government official as say- 
ing on Sunday: “We are fol- 


lowing the situation in Jor- 
dan, the Arab country most 
committed to the peace 
process with us, but we 
have no fear for the future 
of the (regime).” 

“King Hussein knows 
bow to handle situations 
that are more difficult than 
this,” said the official who 
was not identified. 

The unrest in the south of 
Jordan “is an internal Jor- 
danian matter," said the 
official. “It concerns us 
only as far as the economic 
discontent translates into a 
setback for the peace 
process" 

Observers and diplomats 
note that a stable and pros- 
perous Jordan, which 
shares the longest border 
with Israel, is an essential 
component in what the 
Jewish state sees as its own 
security. 

According to Tel Aviv 
University Professor Asher 
Susser, also quoted by AFP, 
the protests did not pose a 
danger to the Jordanian 
monarchy. 

"I don’t think that King 
Hussein's position is under 
threat.” Prof. Susser was 
quoted as saying. “But eco- 
nomic troubles are going to 
provide ammuni tion for 
those who oppose peace 


with Israel.” 

Prof. Susser added that 
the two countries’ govern- 
ments were wrong to “give 
their people an inordinate 
amount of hope that there 
would be immediate eco- 
nomic benefits from the 
peace accord" signed in 
1994. 

“In fact, Israel cannot do 
much right away to 
improve its very much 
poorer neighbour's eco- 
nomic situation unless 
international financing is 
found for joint projects ” he 
said. 

An editorial comment 
that appeared in the Eng- 
lish-language Jerusalem 
Post said: “So far the 
regime has certainly suc- 
ceeded in' controlling its 
enemies. But the riots prove 
that nothing is permanent" 
between the two countries. 
It said Jordan was “Israel's 
greatest defender at ^Jhe- 
Arab summit in Cairo” in 
June and called on Israel to 
bolster the Kingdom by 
“demonstrating to the Jor- 
danians that peace brings 
rewards.” 

“We must help our 
friends,” the daily Yediot 
Aharonot said, proposing 
that Israel make economic 
goodwill gestures. 


Bahraini teenager dies in custody 


MANAMA (AFP) — A Shi- 
ite Muslim teenager died of a 
heart attack while police held 
him for questioning about his 
role in the political unrest 
plaguing Bahrain for almost 
two years, an official said 
Sunday. 

The London-based opposi- 
tion group, the Bahrain Free- 
dom Movement, charged that 
Sayid Amin Ali Amin A 
Mohammad. 19. had died 
Thursday as a result of tor- 
ture. 

A 7 wfie t 

asked not to be identified said 
Mohamm^died! of a . “heart 
attack", alter ^ “having had 
trouble breathing. . which 
required that he be trans- 
ferred to the hospital.” 

He said a report from the 
medical examiner showed the 
death was due to “a heart 


attack.” Mohammad “had 
been detained for questioning 
about his involvement in 
activities aimed at undermin- 
ing state security," the official 
said. 

The Bahrain Freedom 
Movement (BFM) sent a 
statement to AFP in Nicosia 
saying security forces arrest- 
ed Mohammad last week 
with several other people in 
the village of Karbabad. 

It said he was detained in 
Khamis police station and 
'that Ask', Btivaiavifttelfigebee « 
department Saturday sum- 
moned Mohafnmad’s parents 
to tell “them dial their son 
died during police custody.” 

“Members of the family 
were forced to have their son 
buried without (a) proper 
ceremony to prevent any pho- 
tographing or exposure of 


the tortured body," it said. 

Political unrest erupted in 
December 1994 over 
demands by Shiite Muslims 
for an end to alleged job dis- 
crimination and the restora- 
tion of the parliament, which 
was suspended by the Sunni 
Muslim-led government in 
1975. 

At least 24 people, includ- 
ing three police officers, have 
died in connection with the 
unrest, according to informa- 
tion from official sources. 
£ S aCffiSjjppbsition s&id secu- 
rity forces have killed a total 
^.of^^its*^iiartyTS." { 

- lre~.autfc<Jtities afeo^saiti 
that a 55-year-old Shiite 
Muslim woman died last 
month of a heart attack, 
rejecting relatives’ claims 
that she had died from a beat- 
ing during a police raid. 
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Rival Kurds locked in 
heavy fighting — U.N. * 


RELATIVE CALM: Vegetables are displayed in a market of the riot-hit town of Karak on 
Sunday as relative calm prevailed in the southern town, which remained under a partial cur- 
few for the second day running (see story on page 1) (Renters photo) 


Syria and Iran pledge 
to improve relations 


TEHRAN* (AFP) — Syria 
will corftnue to develop its 
relation! with Iran despite 
attempts by the United 
States and Israel to isolate 
the Islamic republic, Syrian 
Prime Minister Mahmoud 
A Zoubi has said. 

“We will prove this by 
signing important accords 
on joint ventures," Iran’s 
official news agency IRNA 
quoted Mr. Zoubi as telling 
Iranian officials. ‘Ties with 
Tehran are very important 
for Damascus.” 

Mr. Zoubi. at a meeting 
with Iranian Vice President 
Hass an Habibi late Satur- 
day, vowed that Syria 
would continue to develop 
its relations with Iran 
“despite the wishes of the 
United States and Israel" 
IRNA said. 

The United States and 
Israel accuse Iran of sup- 
porting international terror- 
ism and Mr. Zoubi 
denounced the attempts by 
Washington to isolate the 
Js l;iroic-rep ublic.- - V .. 

The Syrian prime minis- 
ter also rejected peqce with 
Israel until it Withdraws its 
forces from the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 

“There will be no peace 
unless Israel completely 
pulls back from the occu- 
pied territories and returns 


the total rights of the Pales- 
tinians,” said Mr. Zoubi, 
who arrived here Saturday 
for a three-day visit 

Mr. Habibi praised Syria 
for its “formidable stand 
and resistance against 
Israeli aggression.” 

Israel “has showed in its 
recent moves that not only 
it is not after peace but fol- 
lows a policy of bullying 
and tension in the region," 
he said, referring to Israeli 
plans to expand Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied 
territories. 

Tehran and Damascus 
have been drawn closer 
since Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power in Israel in 
May and adopted a tough 
stand towards the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. Zoubi's trip comes on 
the heels of a visit here by 
Turkey's pro-Islaraic Pre- 
mier Necmettin Erbakan 
and amid efforts by Iran to 
boost cooperation among 
Muslim countries against 
growing. U.S... and Israeli 
influence iir ‘ l!h r e' : Middle 

East ■ : ’* 

■ Mr. 'Habibi "Cdllfed for 
three-way cooperation 
among Iran. Turkey and 
Syria to launch an Islamic 
common market, which he 
said could play “an effec- 
tive role in establishing 


peace and stability in the 
region.” 

During Mr. Erbakan's 
visit here last week, Tehran 
and Ankara moved to forge 
wideranging ’ economic 
cooperation, including a 
S20 billion natural gas 
deal, despite intense U.S. 
opposition. IRNA said 
Tehran and Damascus also 
discussed the situation in 
northern Iraq and called for 
Iraq's territorial integrity. 

Turkey, Iran and Syria all 
have their own Kurdish 
minorities. They have held 
ministerial-level meetings 
twice a year since Novem- 
ber 1992 on the situation in 
northern Iraq, fearing that a 
power vacuum there could 
lead to the creation of a 
Kurdish state. 

Mr. Erbakan proposed 
here last week a summit 
between Iran. Turkey, 
Syria and Iraq to discuss 
northern Iraq, which has 
been controlled by Iraqi 
Kurds under international 
. t .protection ^and in defiance 
rtl of ...Baghdad since the end 
of the. 1991 Gulf war. 

Iran has expressed reser- 
vation about Iraq attending 
the meeting and Baghdad 
has called for a top-level 
meeting with Turkey alone 
on the issue. 


Dispute slows down Kuwait’s rearmament programme 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti post- 
Gulf war rearmament, a key 
US. defence aim, has slowed 
sharply amid political wrangling 
over a corruption probe, defence 
analysts say. 

Administrative failings by the 
military, vigorous commercial 
rivalries and a measure of public 
apathy about defence have also 
helped brake the armed Forces' 
recovery from looting and 
destruction by Iraq's occupation 
in 1990-91. analysts say. 

But the main force stalling 
military revival is a standoff 
between government and parlia- 
ment over a zealous anti-graft 
probe by deputies seeking 


reelection in assembly polls in 
October. 

“Criticism has been thrown at 
the forces by iU-informed mem- 
bers of parliament trying to pro- 
mote electoral interests,” said a 
Western military expert. “Offi- 
cials arc being called to account 
for the perceived mistakes of 
previous generations." 

“Some deputies, full of their 
own importance, are using def- 
ence to score political points,” 
said one frustrated defence exec- 
utive. The result is the armed 
forces are suffering.” 

The issue has an importance 
far beyond Kuwait because the 
oil exporter is seen as the ‘tip of 


the spear’’ in Washington's drive 
to contain Iraq. 

After the war Kuwait launched 
a 1 0-year, $12 billion rearma- 
ment programme for its small 
15XKX)-strong military that made 
it the world’s largest per capita 
arms spender 

At the heart of Kuwaiti 
defence policy is an understand- 
ing that allies will agree to rush 
to defend Kuwait provided it can 
modernise its own forces and 
fight as an effective partner. 

In the words of one mflhaiy 
expert The cavalry will only 
come running to help those who 
help themselves.” 

Future purchases will include 


100 armoured vehicles worth 
$300 million. 48 self-propelled 
1 55mm artillery guns and sup- 
port services worth up to $750 
million and about $90 million of 
naval missiles. Big maintenance 
contracts are also in the offing. 

But deputies are aggressively 
probing alleged irregularities 
ranging from overpricing in 
army food supplies to suspi- 
ciously large commission pay- 
ments in multi-billion dollar 
aims deals. 

Deputies have made scores of 
inquiries, sometimes involving 
scrutiny of bank accounts and 
technical documentation, and are 
believed to want to stop some 


officials from travelling overseas 
to try to advance public account- 
ability. some Kuwaitis say. 

One result is a drop in morale 
among defence officials and 
timidity among bureaucrats ab- 
out taking procurement deci- 
sions for fear of bong accused of 
corruption, Kuwaitis say. 

“Daily in the newspapers there 
are reports talking about impro- 
priety,” Defence Minister Sbetkh 
Ahmad -Hamoud A Jaber A 
Sabah complained to parliament 
last month.“Now the officials 
don’t like working any more. 
They say ‘this is what we get 
after all our hard wotk.’” 

Kuwaitis say the criticism is 


blocking honest attempts by 
harri-woddng and gifted com- 
manders to continue rearming. 

Delays in decision-making 
about purchases of new weapons 
and maintenance contracts have 
resulted in spares and supply 
problems that have sometimes 
grounded dozens of aircraft and 
left newly purchased army vehi- 
cles lying idle, analysts say. 

Parliament Speaker Ahmad A 
Saadoun. giving one example, 
said last month that 28 our of the 
country’s 40 top-cf-the-line U.S. 
F-18 warplanes were grounded 
due to technical faults. The mili- 
tary said F-18 maintenance 
problems were exaggerated. 


ERBIL (AFP) — Heavy 
fighting has broken out 
between rival Kurdish factions 
in northern Iraq, causing sev- 
eral deaths and dozens of 
injuries. U.N. officials said on 
Sunday. 

Forres of the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP ) clashed in the Choman 
area, around 80 kilometres 
north of Erbil die main town 
in Iraqi Kurdistan, said Mor- 
gens Hansere sector comman- 
der of the United Nations 
guards. 

"Some people were killed, 
eight men injured in Choman. 
Some injured women and 
children were also transferred 
to Diana City” around 70 kilo- 
metres north of Erbil Mr. 
Hansen said. 

Kama] Fuad, a member of 
the PUK leadership based in 
Erbil, told AFP dial 1 1 people 
had been killed and 40 wound- 
ed in tire clashes near the Iran- 
ian border. 

“The fighting is still going 
on. From our side we have 
only one dead and eight per- 
sons wounded and from the 
KDP side 10 are killed and 32 
injured," be said. 

Franso Hariri, a member of 
the KDP leadership, said PUK 
forces attacked his organisa- 
tion’s bases in the Qasrei area 
north of Erbil on Saturday. 

“Serious fighting is still 
going on and the victims are 
numerous due to the heavy' 
shelling from the PUK side 
into the Qasrei area.” he said. 

A KDP spokesman in Lon- 
don said the PUK was using 
heavy weapons which it 
alleged had been delivered by 
Iran during last month’s offen- 
sive by Iranian troops against 
bases of Iranian-Kurdish 
rebels inside northern Iraq. 


It js the heaviest fighting 
since the two sides agreed ona 
U.S. -mediated ceasefire in 
September last year. 

Ten days ago the PUK 
accused the KDP of shelling a 
housing complex near fits! 
which ~the group said killed 
nine civilians and injured 21 
cabers. 

The PUK led by JalalTala- 
bani, and the KDP erf Massud 
Barzani secured control of 
northern Iraq in 1991 when 
the U.S.-led allies imposed an 
air exclusion zone there fol- 
lowing their victory over Iraq 
in die 1990-91 Gulf war thatf 
drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait. 

Both the PUK and KDP 
woo 50 per cent of seats in 
Kurdish parliamentary elec- 
tions in 1992. but fighting 
broke out over power-sharing 
and the distribution of tax rev- 
enue in 1994 and around 
2JI00 people have died in the 
conflict so far. 

Mr. Hariri said KDP leader 
Barzani had offered Friday to 
negotiate with the PUK to pta 
off dashes between the 
groups, but that PUK forces 
attacked their bases the nett 
day. 

But Mr. Fuad said the PUK 
was defending itself against 
KDP attacks. 

“The PUK cannot tolerate to 
keep the position of silence 
before the KDP’s attacks 
which is considered a declara- 
tion of fighting and we havi£l 
the right to defend the Kurdis- 
tan regional authority," he said. 

The PUK and KDP signal a 
series of confidence -btilding 
measures earlier tins year as a 
first step towards ending their 
conflict, and last year in 
Dublin they signed a peace 
agreement in principle. 


Minister criticises 
Abu Zeid ruling 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Culture Minister Farouk Hosni 
has indirectly criticised a court 
order dissolving the marriage of 
a professor deemed to be an 
apostate from Islam, in a law- 
suit hrougbt by Muslim funda- 
mentalists. 

Under Islamic law, a Muslim 


woman cannot many a non- 
Muslim man. and the court 
agreed that professor Nasr 
Hamed Abu Zeid, by virtue of 
his writings on Islam, was an 
apostate. 

The law also says that such an 

apostate may legally be killed 
unless he repents. 

Me Hosni, in a statement 
published Sunday in the pro- 
government weekly Rose A 
Yousef, said the order dissolv- 
ing Mr. Abu Zdd’s marriage 
was inconsistent with “Islam's 
tolerance." 

The minister noted that Mr. 
Abu Zeid had “made the double 
profession of Muslim faith” — 
that there is only one God and 
Mohammed is Ms Prophet. 

The minister said it is neces- 
sary “to strive to change the 
thinking of Mr. Abu Zeid if we 


, 4 judge it to be mcraTecrittiead 
■'‘•"of isolating Him aricHiSiing 
. Starred agains (rah. '‘ [1 - 

"I learned freedomaf tie&f 
from Islam and that faith is a 
relationship between mm and 
God,” he wrote. ‘It is in Egypt’s 
interest to be united and not be a 
state whose sons are in con- 
flict.” 

The court Aug. 5 rejected an. , 
appeal by Mr. Abu Zeid again# 
his June 1995 conviction and 
onder ending his marriage 
because of his “apostasy.” 

Egypt applies Islamic law to 
Muslims in personal maters 
such as marriage, divorce and 
inheritance. Mr. Abu Zeid, who 
teaches Islamic studies at Cairo 
University, preached in his writ- 
ings a re-reading of die Holy 
Koran. Mr. Abu Zeid insists be 
is a Muslim and is only seeking 
to re-interpret the Koran. 

The court upheld the ruling 
that Mr. Abu Zeid denied that 
the Koran is the word of God 
and that he had mocked the 
Prophet by writing that 
Mohammed had “a clan loyalty 
which led him to favour - his 
tribe, the Koreish.” 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


15:05 Adventure On The 

Rainbow Pond 


15:30 .. 
15:45... 

Ricrue Rich 

16:00 .. 

...Gillette World Sport 

16:30 .. 



17:00 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devant Moi 

17:30 Gome Show — 

Pyramide 

18:00 Magazine — La 

Marche Du Siecle/Part Two 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Cinq Sur 
Cinq 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 The Hypnotic World of 
Paul McKenna 

20:00 Milner Fenwitck 

20:15 Matlock 

21:10 Autism — A World Apart 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 


Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicalton 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Ton Sanaa Church Tel 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman — 23/32 

Aqaba. ... 27/40 

Deserts .20/36 

Jordan Valley 25/39 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 35. Aqaba 42 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 31 per 
cent, Aqaba 27 per cent 


Qvil Defence Department — 6611 1] 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency — 1 99 
Rescue Police— 192.6211 1 1,637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank — .775121 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


23:10 Mancuso 

PRAYER TIMES 

0434. 


05:57.. 


12:39 . 


16:18 . 


19:22 . 


20:45.. 



CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. S 10740 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop significantly becoming 
around average with normal 
summer weather conditions 
prevailing and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to active 3nd seas 
calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Gbaleb Zawaideh 73601 1 
Dr. Jihad Sammour ...765018 

Dr. Bilal Al Sayyid 890280 

Dr. Hisham Kan ‘an ...790286 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy -623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBDD: 

Dc QmThYmneh 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad ....985550 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S5417 


Highway Police — 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints.- —661176 

W4ter& S&voqge Conpbirts -S97467 

Amman Municipality Complaints 

— 787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) - —121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telqjhone 

Reparis — 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television — -.773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 


Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital .669131 

University Hospital .845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..-667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahll Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al -Bashir. .775111/26 

Army. Marka —891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .-602240/50 

Araal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery -865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

— 409)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.,...,.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al HQona Modem Hospital 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 


Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 815615 

Electric Power Co 63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITAL 


IRBID: 

Princess 

(09)990990 

Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 
ttmrrms 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
{07)747100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 


Royal 

08:15 

09:00 
09:30 
10:10 
10:20 
10:30. 
15:00 
17:20 
17:20 
17:45 ... 
18:25 
19:00 
00:25 
04:10 
(RJ) 


ARRIVALS 
Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

London (RJ) 

- Cairo (RJ) 

Fukuoka, Bangkok (add) (RJ) 
.-..New York Amsterdam (RJ) 

Rhodes (add) (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

..Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 
..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 1 1 J 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity.. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:40 Shariqah, Bahrain (GF) 

14:30 Kiev (61?) 

15:00. Vienna (OS) 

18 JO Athens. Istanbul (Q7) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 
21:10 Beirut (MEi 


22:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 .Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:20. Amsterdam (KL) 

05:40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 — Beirut (RJ ) 

11:00 Casablanca (RJ) 

11:15 ...Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
12:00 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (.add) (RJ) 

12i30 -Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo fRJ) 

13:25 .London (RJ) 

13:25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

14:00 Rhodes (add) (RJ) 

21:00 Bahrain, Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:15 -Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Al ‘Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
02:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 .Beirut, London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:00 Khartoum (SD) 

14:30 Bahrain Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:30 Kiev (6U) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

19:30 Doha (Q7) 

31:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:00 Te! Aviv (LY) 

23:55 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 


04:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (RW) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Pep. Amman — £0P am evqy Mmday 
Ail Dauasc»6_5i)0pj7 ieMa y Monday 
Dep. Damascus — 7:30 am. every Sundry 
Ail Amman 5:00puTte\^Saocfa^ 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Apple .700/500 

Banana. j60Q/600 

Banana (mukhammar) .520/520 

Banana (imported) _..860/600 

Cam* .160/90 

Cauliflower ..... 380/220 


Cucumber (laige) 240/140 

Cucumber (small) 400/250 

Eggplant .~...._20Qfl30 

Garlic .650/400 


Grapes .400/250 

Lemon — ...._^550/400 


Marrow (large) 250/150 

Marrow (small) .440/300 

Mufukhiah _.120/7U 

Onion (dry) 150/90 

Okra 850/500 

Pea. 350/300 


Pear - - 800500 

Peach .770500 

Pepper (hot) 

Ptpper (sweet) ,440/240 

Potato 300/200 


String Bean. 


780500 


Sweet melon „__30Q/160 

Tomato „_12Q/70 


Water melon ..... 


J90T40 
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d!^. ™f ay " Tafay,eh "" Sunday, where poUce battled rioters in the heart of the capital late 
photo! at poUce’ wh^Arewteair to hy 1 ((^disperse toex^ffteutera 

Amman ’s Hay Al Tafayleh back to 
normalcy after evening protest 


ister critical 
; Zeid rulin' 


By AbduDah Hasanat 

AMMAN — The winding 
and narrow streets of the 
Tafayleh neighbourhood in 
east Amman were deserted 
at 2:30 a.m. yesterday, save 
for a few Egyptian workers 
who bad finished their 
work in downtown and 
were climbing, on foot, up 
the slope of Jabal Al 
Ashrafeih and Al Taj to get 
back home at that hour. 

One service taxi driver, 
when asked for directions 
to a trouble spot where, 
according to news agencies 
reports, a clash had taken 


Tafayleh.” except that at 
the end of the road we were 
driving on we caught a 
glimpse of three police 
vehicles, with their warning 
lights on, and a dozen 
policemen standing on a 
road crossing. 

My friend^ who at that 
time was not carrying his 
driving licence, feared trou- 
ble. Upon arriving at the 
crossing poiat, driving at 
minimum speed, he took to 
the left into the only road 
that was not blocked by 
police. 

We looked at the police 
officers and they looked at 


mg on the pavement on 
front of a tall building. 

At first they thought we 
were policemen in plain- 
clothes, but when I showed 
them my press card they 
started talking. Soon more 
young people joined, about 
20 in all. 

According to these young 
men, the clash with police 
occurred ar about 9 p.m. on 
Saturday evening when the 
officers sought to disperse 
what they said was a peace- 
ful march. 

Asked what they were 
protesting against, the 
men, who actually hail 


the loaf of bread, we will 
follow it where ever it goes, 
even to the Dead Sea." 

The crossing in front of us 
was littered with pieces of 
cloth and onions with 
which the protesters cov- 
ered their faces and noses 
in order to protect them- 
selves from tear gas. 

"Police threw hundreds of 
gas canisters at us,” one 
claimed. But '“‘tomorrow we 
will have it our way.” 

Driving down hill again, 
we saw a TV crew with 
their equipment in a van 
that was about to navigate 
the streets of the Tafayleh 
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accompanying him to quit 
the search and go home 
safely. 

The friend, who accom- 
panied this reporter thought 
the driver was a plain- 
clothes policeman monitor- 
ing the streets for any 
potential trouble. 

We nearly did go home, 
having failed to find any 
trace of trouble in "Hay 


this road that we detected 
signs of an earlier clash. 
The street was strewn with 
stones, and about 300 
metres away from where 
the police stood three 
garbage containers blocked 
the road. 

We made our way past the 
containers, and at about 
another 200 metres we saw 
several young men stand- 


neigftbouittood);' ! stfd fhey 
were only protesting the 
increase in bread prices as 
they were employed but all 
were underpaid. 

"What do you think I 
do?" One of them asked. "1 
work as a messenger and I 
only make $0 dinars a 
month; I only eat bread and 
tea.” Another youngster 
said; "All we have left is 


WS.went home -wondering 
whether those young men 
would have enough sleep 
that night before they head- 
ed back to their jobs on the 
following morning. 

1 could not find an answer 
yesterday as I searched the 
news but found no reports 
on any renewed riots or 
demonstrations in "Hay 
Tafayleh.” 


Jerusalem Societies in Amman warn 
of Israeli plans to Judaise Holy City 


' • 
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AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
Jerusalem Societies in 
Amman Sunday issued an 
alert to the continuing ille- 
gal Israeli measures in Arab 
Jerusalem designed to 
Judaise the city and elimi- 
nate its Arab and Islamic 
character. 

The statement, signed by 
the society’s Secretary 
General Subhi Ghosheh. 
warned of Israeli plans for 
dismantling a section of the 
walls surrounding the Old 
City under a pretext of 
restoration work. 

“This move on the part of 
the Israeli authorities forms 
part of a total conspiracy 
ag ains t the Arab sector of 
Jerusalem. It is aimed at 


diminishing its Arab and 
Islamic heritage and consti- 
tutes another step toward 
solidifying the Jewish 
state’s claim over the city 
as its personal capital." 
avowed the statement 
which emerged from a joint 
assembly consisting of 15 
member societies . 

"The Jerusalem societies 
in Jordan and abroad 
strongly condemn all Israeli 
acts aimed at Judaising the 
.Arab and holy parts of 
Jerusalem and call on the 
world community to recog- 
nise the danger inherent in 
Israel’s ambition to alter the 
character of the city." it 
continued 

It further stated that the 


demolition of parts of the 
antique wall, which is cen- 
turies old, is a prelude to 
substituting parts of the 
original masonry with 
stones so as to distort his- 
torical data and introduce 
false evidence that might 
suggest that the Arab craft 
evidenced a Jewish influ- 
ence. 

The walls of the city were 
built by Muslim caliphates 
in the 11th century A. D. 
and encompass Christian 
and Muslim Shrines includ- 
ing the Dome of the Rock 
and the Al Aqsa Mosque . 

The statement called on 
the Muslims and Arabs to 
take practical action rather 
than issuing mere state- 


ments of condemnation, 
that they might deter Israeli 
activity and ensure its com- 
pliance to U.N. Security 
Council resolutions which 
have requested that Israel 
refrain from modifying the 
status of Jerusalem. 

It has likewise appealed 
on the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation 

(UNESCO) to halt Israeli 
procedures aimed at chang- 
ing historical facts and tam- 
pering with global cultural 
and religious heritage. 


Minister issues new instructions to 
banks on payment of cash subsidies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Fin- 
ance Minister Marwan 
Awad Sunday issued addi- 
tional regulations to banks 
for persons wishing to 
receive the government 
cash subsidy compensating 
them for recent increase in 
bread prices. 

The designated banks 
have been instructed to use 
family registration books to 
determine the actual num- 
ber of persons who are enti- 
tled to a government-spon- 
sored cash subsidy for 
bread. 

The regulations, which 
strive to address financial 
inequities which emerged 
during the cash subsidy 
payment process, have 
proffered new definitions 


os to exactly who may be 
considered a beneficiary of 
the cash subsidy. 

Under the additional reg- 
ulations, if a betrothed man 
has died then his widow 
will be responsible for col- 
lection of the allotted 
amount 

If both parents have 
passed away then it is the 
eldest son who must collect 
the compensation. 

If the designated primary 
caretaker is permanently 
disabled and therefore 
unable to collect the sum 
from the designated banks 
and post offices then a sec- 
ond beneficiary may collect 
it provided that he or she 
proves that he or she is the 
reasonable candidate for 


second beneficiary in 
accordance with the "family 
registration book. 

The new regulations 
determine that in the case 
of a primary caretaker 
serving a prison term, or is 
residing in any such reha- 
bilitation centre, the cosh 
subsidy will be paid to his 
family members in accor- 
dance with the family regis- 
tration book on condition 
that an official document 
authorised by such a reha- 
bilitation centre is duly 
issued. 

The new regulations were 
issued to facilitate the pay- 
ment of cash subsidies and 
to assure a tranquil, orderly 
process. 

Mr. Awad met with the 


chairman of the board of 
directors of the Association 
of Banks in Jordan and the 
two debated means of 
accelerating payment of the 
cash subsidy to Jordanian 
nationals. 

He also visited certain 
authorised paying banks to 
inspect the procedures fol- 
lowed in collecting the cash 
subsidy. 

Bonks authorised to por- 
tion the subsidy are as fol- 
lows: The Arab Bank: the 
Islamic Bank: the Cairo- 
Amman Bonk; the National 
Bank; the Bank of Jordan; 
the Jordan-Gulf Bank; and 
the Jordan-Kuwaii Bank. 


Global Development Forum opens 
Amman office, first in Arab World 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Washing- 
ton-based Global Develop- 
ment Forum (GDF), a non- 
governmental, non-profit 
organisation, Sunday estab- 
lished a regional office in 
Jordan to implement eco- 
nomic and social pro- 
grammes in the Kingdom 
with the intention of fur- 
thering their organisation in 
the Arab World at a later 
date, according to Honorary 
President in Amman Bas- 
sam SakeL 

Dr. Saket further 
explained that the GDF, 
which is funded by indus- 
trialised nations, including 
the U.S., Europe and Japan 
as well as other 


international organisations, 
dedicates itself to assisting 
underdeveloped communi- 
ties through launching 
modest projects directed 
towards income building. 

The aim of this forum, he 
told .the Jordan Times, is to 
help underdeveloped com- 
munities confront poverty 
and unemployment while 
ensuring environmental 
preservation. 

Dr. Saket, who signed the 
formal documents launch- 
ing the GDPs Jordan pro- 
ject with the Minister of 
Social Development 

Hamad Abu Jam us, said 
that the GDF regional 
office, the only one of its 
kind in the Arab World, also 
anticipates social and eco- 
nomic development 


endeavours in Palestine, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Egypt, 
Sudan, Yemen, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Tunisia, Algeria. 
Morocco and Mauritania. 

He elucidated that the 
regional office will be run 
by cadres provided by 
industrialised nations and 
will enrol local staff to 
assist the office in training 
and technical assistance so 
that they may be fully pre- 
pared to implement said 
development projects . 

"As the office has 
presently received official 
licence to operate in the 
region, the GDF’s head 
office is expected to bring 
in personnel to research and 
initiate development pro- 
grammes which might ben- 
efit needy communities and 


impo' ished sectors," said 
Dr c 

i ... agreement, co-signed 
by Mr. Abu Jamus, pro- 
vides lor the regional office 
to plan, design, finance and 
execure beneficial pro- 
grammes and explore 
means to both protect the 
environment and increase 
public awareness os to the 
hazards of environmental 
pollution. 

The office staff, main- 
tained Dr. Saket, will be 
equally involved in field 
work such as training local 
communities on income- 
generating skills and initiat- 
ing projects to help them 
achieve self-reliance and 
increase productivity. 


Ministers , 

nr.tr.’.-. : 

visit 

Maffaq 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Various 
Cabinet ministers Sunday vis- 
ited die Mafraq govemonue to 
inspect dozen services offered 
there. The Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul 
Hadi Majali spoke to Mafraq 
dozens and voiced his confi- 
dence in their ability to differ- 
entiate between tight and 
wrong, focusing on the riotous 
ind dents in the south of Jor- 
dan. 

Ml Majali quoted His 
Majesty King Hussein as 
describing Jordan’s current 
position as “critical", and fur- 
ther added "either we pass 
with success" or "we remain 
in a tunnel leading nowhere." 
Minis ter of Supply Munir 
Sober discussed a recent Cabi- 
net decision to allow for 
importation and exportation of 
sheep. 

Minister of Post and 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Sarairah described the new 
Mafraq telecommunications 
project as "a gift from His 
Majesty to the Mafraq peo- 
ple.” Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas spoke of former gov- 
ernments which succeeded in 
offering electricity to every 
region and asserted that 98 per 
cent of Jordanians now enjoy 
electric power. 
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Bahraini official concludes visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Bahraini Under-Secretary of Defence Sheikh Suleiman 
Ben Hamad Ben lssa Al Khalifa left Amman Sunday at the end of a several- 
day visit to Jordan during which he met with Prime ^ Jmster and lienee Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Chairman of the Joint Chrefs of Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai. Sheikh Suleiman was seen offaithe airport by His 
Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein. Also bitMing farewell to the 
Bahraini official were the chief of staff of the land forces, the assistant chief of 
staff for human resources and the Bahraini ambassador: 

Kabariti reviews relations with Yemen, Bahrain 

AMMAN (Petra) - Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Sunday ™ew«i 
relations with Yemen and Bahrain m two telephone caUsheieceiv^ from his 
Yemeni and Bahraini counterparts. Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani and Khalifa Ben 

Salman Al Khalifa. 

Inter-Arab free trade agreement evolves 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Ah Abut Ragheb conferred 
with Secretary General of the Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) Has- 
san Ibrahim on the council's activities and the future of this nwim 
ing unity of Arab interests. Mr Abul Ragheb praised the council s efforts to con- 
cise an inter-Arab free trade agreement whicb ai^m keep ata« of regn- 
al and global economic developments of potential benefit to the Arab commu- 


nity. 

35,915 passports issued last month 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil Registration and Passport Department issued 
35,915 new passports, 7,324 family registration books, and 20,940 identity 
cards last month, according to department sources. 

Algeria, Jordan to collaborate in health fields 

AMMANfPetra) — Health Minister Aref Bataineh Sunday discussed relations 
in the health field with the Algerian ambassador to Jordan, Al Hasbemi Qad- 
douri , and stressed urgency in cooperation in die medical and pharmaceutical 
fields. The two officials also discussed an agreement reached between Ml 
B ataineh and his Algerian counterpart during the latter’s visit to Jordan last 
month, under which Jordan agreed to send a ream of cardiologists to Algeria 
to perform open heart surgeries in Algerian hospitals. 

Canadian, German ambassadors end term 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA) have 
organised an engagement for Tuesday August 20 to bid farewell to the Canadi- 
an and German ambassadors to Jordan, Michel de Salabeny and Heinrich Rein- 
ers, on the occasion of the end of their tour of duty. The meeting will be fol- 
lowed by a dinner in bonour of the two who had worked towards advancement 
of economic relations. 


FJLU denounces disturbances in 

<•; i i* • }'!"•’ - .... .■ .. ,.. .. .. -..in. 

south, describes them as uncivilised 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions (FJLU) 
Sunday expressed deep 
regret over disturbances 
and rioting in southern Jor- 
dan over die past two days, 
describing the violent 
protests as uncivilised 
actions and calling for con- 
certed efforts to protect the 
country’s patrimony. 

A statement signed by 
secretary-general to the 
federation Khaled Shreim 
voiced regret over the inci- 
dents “which occurred ar a 
time when the Kingdom is 
in dire need of mobilising 
its efforts toward enhancing 
the march of progress." 

"These incidents contra- 
vene the spirit of democra- 
cy which aims at helping 
Jordan attain a bright and 
prosperous future," it 
added. 

"These tragic events can 


only open the door for the 
enemies of the nation to 
accomplish an evil intent 
and cause harm to the Jor- 
danian people and their 
achievements [which were] 
accomplished through hard 
■struggle under His Majesty 
King Hussein's rule.” 

“We take pride in the 
King’s leadership and his 
wisdom in the handling of 
this crisis and we fully sup- 
port his moves to thwart 
acts intent on sedition, we 
support the government’s 
economic restructuring pro- 
grammes and call on Jor- 
danian citizens to exercise 
self-restraint and ignore all 
calls to violence," conclud- 
ed the statement 
Meanwhile notable per- 
sonalities in the Maan and 
Tafileh govemorates, 
where the riots burst, have 
expressed their anger over 
the recent unrest. 


In meetings held with 
local governors they con- 
demned the disturbances 
and communicated their 
readiness to cooperate with 
the proper authorities to 
apprehend those responsi- 
ble for the outbreak. 

Prominent public figures 
in the govemorates of 
Zarqa and Mafraq also 
denounced the frenzied 
demonstrations during their 
assemblies with local gov- 
ernors. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein received cables of sup- 
port from various organi- 
sations, unions, tribal 
chiefs, and representatives 
of Palestinian refugee 
camps who deplored the 
boisterous incidents and 
declared support for a gov- 
ernmental strategy to con- 
trol the situation. 


Workshop focuses on environmental 
solutions for Jordan’s woes 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) in 
cooperation with the Canadi- 
an Concordia University 
(CCU) Sunday opened a 
five-day workshop on envi- 
ronment technology and stat- 
ed a goal of focusing atten- 
tion on different sources of 
pollution and their remedies. 

In his opening statement, 
JUST’s Vice President Dr. 
Ahmad Abul Hija explained 
that the reports to be 
reviewed during the work- 
shop cover utilisation of 
modem technology in com- 
batting atmospheric pollution 
as well as that of surface and 


underground water and the 
most effective methods of 
handling solid, gaseous and 
liquid pollutants. 

"Jordan is currently going 
through a process of develop- 
ment in diverse fields, 
including that of industry, 
which create environmental 
problems in turn as the coun- 
try witnesses modernisation 
and so the workshop will try 
to identify the dangers 
resulting from industrial pol- 
lution in the general environ- 
ment, he said 

Dr. Abul Hija referred to 
JUST’s ’industry pro- 
grammes' which intend to 
modify Jordanian industrial 


practices. 

He also expressed grati- 
tude to the Canadian univer- 
sity for its contribution of six 
million Canadian dollars to 
help finance the programme 
and upgrade JUST’s electri- 
cal and mechanical faculties. 

The participants are 
expected to discuss various 
forms of pollutants, scientific 
manners of dealing with 
them, waste treatment, quali- 
ty of Jordanian water and 
other relevant topics. 

They also will make field 
trips to waste water treat- 
ment plants in the Irbid Gov- 
emorate. 


SimEJ XQ T UW 

* “Ancient Water Sys- 
tems" by Mr. Ahmad 
Shreideh at the Friends of 
Archaeology Center (1H 
696-382) at 6 JO pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “A Summer Souvenir” 
exhibition by Jordan River 
Designs, Adi] Centre, 


IDHAT’S 
GOING ON 


Shmeisani (TeL 81308U2), 
until Aug. 25. 

* Wronght-iron exhibi- 
tion by Salim Bandak at 
Kan Tam an, until Ang. 21. 

* Abstract (plastic) art 
by Jordanian artist Abeer 
Bawab at the Royal Cul- 


tural Centre, until Ang. 21 

* Abstract (plastic) art by 

Hana Barto entitled 

“Between Past and Pre- 
sent” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until Aug. 20. 

* Abstract (plastic) art by 

Hussein Da’seh and Nader 
Samarah on Jerusalem at 
the Orfati Art Gallery, 
Umm Uthdna (Tel. 

826932), until Aug. 20. 
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Moscow infighting could 


dull Chechenya truce hopes 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
fragile ceasefire newly 
agreed by Russian and rebel 
commanders in Chechenya 
could be overshadowed by 
political infighting between 
Moscow's two top security 
officials. 

President Boris Yeltsin's 
security supremo Alexander 
Lebed has accused Interior 
Minister Anatoly Kulikov 
of mishandling the Che- 
chenya conflict and de- 
manded his dismissal. 

Lebed, a general who has 
taken on the role of peace- 
maker, held talks with those 
behind the current truce 
during two visits to Che- 
chenya last week in his new 
capacity as Yeltsin’s repre- 
sentative in the indepen- 
dence-seeking region. 

He said Russia could not 
afford a Chechenya war. “A 
beggar-country cannot 
wage a war. it cannot afford 
it That is why this war must 
be stopped,** he said in an 
extract from a television 


interview to be broadcast on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Kulikov, whom 
Kremlin sources said had 
been confirmed in his post 
by Mr. Yeltsin, earlier 
responded somewhat con- 
descendingly to Gen. Le- 
bed's demand, suggesting 
he did not understand the 
issues. 

“Perhaps Alexander 
Lebed, a man who has only 
recently began to dip into 
Caucasian problems, does 
not yet have a full under- 
standing of everything,” he 
said on Russian television. 

The row between the two 
men followed the bloodiest 
fighting in Chechenya for 
more than a year after the 
rebels swept into the capital 
Grozny on SepL 6. captur- 
ing key buildings and 
humiliating the Russian mi- 
litary 

Mr. Kulikov’s Interior 
Ministry troops have been 
fighting — and dying — 
alongside regular army sol- 


diers in the Caucasus re- 


gion. 

Gen. Lebed made his 


name commanding an army 
force in the mainly Slav 
Dnestr region of Moldova, 
where he^helped to broker 
an end to fighting between 
Moldovan militia and 
Dnestr separatists. 

His visits to Chechenya 
impressed the Chechen sep- 
aratists. Rebel leader Zelim- 
kban Yandarbiyev said talks 
with him had been “hopeful 
and constructive.'’ adding: 
“Lebed has every chance of 
bringing peace to Chechen- 
ya and to the whole north 
Caucasus/* 

The ceasefire formally 
approved Saturday was the 
latest in a series of deals 
agreed and violated since 
Russia sent in troops in 
December 1994 to crush 
Chechenya*s independence 
bid. 

“We consider these mea- 
sures the first serious step 
on the road to endiae the 



A Chechen man lies in a hospital bed in the town of Urus-Martara Sunday after los- 
ing his leg when he stepped on a mine. The Chechen capital of Grozny was mostly 
quiet overnight with only sporadic shooting as a ceasefire be tween ^separatist rebels 
and Russian forces took hold Sunday (Reuter photo) .r * * ' r. Ziy. ::r. 
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bloodshed,*’ said acting 
Russian Commander Kons- 
tantin Pulikovsky after his 
talks with rebel Chief-of- 
StafF Aslan Maskhadov. The 
two men were due to meet 
again Sunday. 

But both sides have 
already accused each other 
of violating the truce, which 
the commanders had said 
was supposed to take effect 
from Saturday morning. 

Rebel spokesman Mov- 
ladi Udugov said Russian 
troops attacked the rebels 
on three occasions and an 
Interior Ministry source told 
Interfax News Agency that 
rebels used gas in an attack 
on Russian troops. 

As with many statements 
about fighting and casual- 
ties during the conflict, nei- 
ther report could be con- 
firmed. 

Meanwhile, Russian for- 
ces Sunday accused Che- 
chen sepiiradsts of using a 
truce in the breakaway 
republic to replenish their 
supplies and jockey for a 
stronger negotiating posi- 
tion. 

The command of the 
Interior Ministry forces 
accused the rebels of using 
a truce that took effect last 
Wednesday to replenish 
their supplies of weapons, 
munitions and food and to 
restore their radio commu- 
nications. Interfax News 
Agency reported. 

“The separatists' leader- 
ship is trying to regain the 
initiative to dictate their 
conditions during negotia- 
tions." the command’s press 
service said. 

The Interior Ministry for- 
ces statement came as Rus- 
sian and Chechen negotia- 
tors were meeting in Che- 
chenya to finalise the terms 
of a formal ceasefire and set 
up - a 'ceasefire' monitoring 
coimniSsicsar .•••; ■" 


Russia, U.S. hold war games near China, N. Korea 


TOKYO (R) — Russian 
and U.S. troops staged war 
games in the Russian Far 
East near the border with 
North Korea and China last 
week in a move linked to a 
possible crisis in North 
Korea, the daily Tokyo 
Shimbun reported Sunday. 

It was the third joint exer- 
cise between navies and 
Marines of the two coun- 
tries in the Pacific after a 
similar one held in the 
Russian Far East in 1994 
and in Hawaii last year, 
Tokyo Shimbun said in a 
repon from Vladivostok. 


For the first time this year, 
a 39.967-tonne U.S. Tara- 
wa-class amphibious assault 
ship took part in the one- 
day exercise on Aug. 14 
held south of Vladivostok, 
together with 400 Marines 
from both countries, the 
daily said. 

U.S. Navy officials in 
Japan were not available for 
comment Sunday. 

The area is located only 
30 kilometres from the 
Chinese border and 60 kilo- 
metres from North Korea, 
the daily said. 

“We have concerns over 


the situation in North Ko- 
rea." an unnamed senior 
official of the U.S. 7th Fleet 
told the Tokyo Shimbun. 
“The amphibious exercise 
in Russia will be a valuable 
experience." 

Tokyo Shimbun said the 
games were held in lieu of 
die ‘Team Spirit” exercises 
held annually by the United 
States and South Korea but 
suspended since 1994. 

The United States formal- 
ly wanted to base the latest 
games on scenarios includ- 
ing the freeing of hostages 
and border incidents, but 


Russia rejected such plans. 

Instead, the manoeuvre 
was formally called an exer- 
cise to practice joint natural 
disaster relief operations. 
Tokyo Shimbun said. 

North Korea, suffering 
from an acute food shortage 
after floods ravaged much 
of the isolated nation last 
year, shares a heavily forti- 
fied border with South 
Korea. 

The two remain technical- 
ly at war since their 1950- 
53 conflict ended in a truce 
agreement and not a peace 
treaty. 



UJS. Marines from the 7th Fleet wash their boots in the Sea of Japan Sunday near Vladistock, during a joint 
Russian-American military exercises. The peacekeeping training exercise 'Cooperation On The Sea-96* is the third 
stage of the programme. The first one was in 1994 off Russia’s Far Eastern coast and a second one was held in 1995 
near Hawaii (Reuter photo) 


Nicaragua finds more bodies in secret cemeteries 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (R) — Officials have found 150 
bodies since the end of the Nicaraguan civil war, including 
seven bodies in recent weeks, of die more than 990 people 
who disappeared during the 1980s, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

The bead of Nicaragua's Permanent Human Rights 
Commission, Lino Hernandez, told La Prensa that most of 
these people disappeared during the eight-year civil war 
between the Sandinistas and U.S.-backed right-wing guer- 
rillas known as contras, or in the months following the July 
1979 Sandinista Revolution. 


His comments followed the discovery this week of a clan- 
destine grave containing six bodies near the Masaya vol- 
cano, 20 kilometres southeast of Managua. The victims 
were likely shot by Sandinista troops 17 years ago shortly 
after the triumph of the revolution. La Prensa reported. 

Among the dead was Miguel Herdocia. who was appoint- 
ed Masaya police chief by then-dicatator Anastasio Somoza 
two months before the revolution. 

Mr. Hernandez said many clandestine graves remain 
undiscovered, but authorities are not interested in finding 
them because of their national reconciliation strategy. 



Chechen rebel separatists escort their injured colleague through a central Grozny 
street (Reuter photo) 


Goods worth millions of dollars 
lost in massive Pakistan fire 


LAHORE, Pakistan (AFP) 
— A massive fire at La- 
hore's customs clearance 
complex Sunday destroyed 
imported goods worth mil- 
lions of dollars and inc- 
reased security fears in this 
troubled Pakistani city, 
police said. 

The incident, m. which 
there, were nq .jiasy pities, 
follows a series of .bomb 
explosions in Lahqi^jb the 
past four months, including 
a blast at the airport on july 
22 that left six people dead. 

Police said the fire erupt- 
ed when a drum full of 
chemical exploded in a 
chemical warehouse at the 
dry port, where imported 
goods are stored ahead of 
customs check. 

“We are positive it is not a 
bomb blast," said Javed 
Noor, a senior police offi- 
cial. 

“However, we are investi- 
gating whether the fire was 
accidental ... or an act of 
sabotage,” he told AFP. 

The fire spread to a near- 
by shed, destroying import- 
ed goods worth millions of 
dollars, police said, adding 
that at least 30 trucks and 
several jeeps parked in the 
area were also gutted. 

It took the firefighters 
more than 10 hours to put 


out the blaze, the second at 
the Lahore Dry Port in four 
months. 

A fire on April 8 also re- 
sulted in huge losses. Of- 
ficials said the previous 
incident was accidental, 
caused when someone 
threw a burning cigarette 
outside one of the sheds. 

.Around .90 people have 
died in a series of bomb 
blast^m Lahore and adjoin- 
ing districts since mid- 
April. 

Police last month said 
four suspects had been ar- 
rested in some of the blasts 
and had confessed to work- 
ing for the Indian Secret 
Service. New Delhi has de- 
nied charges of backing ter- 
rorism in Pakistan. 

Security agencies have 
been put on high alert fol- 
lowing the fire incident, 
provincial government offi- 
cials said. 

“There is need for utmost 
vigilance in view of the 
recent happenings in the 
city/’ an official said. 

On April 14. a bomb blast 
hit a cancer hospital in 
Lahore run by cricketer- 
turned-politician Imran 
Khan, lolling six people. 

An explosion aboard a bus 
at Bhai Phero near Lahore 
on April 29 left 52 people 


dead. 

Eight people died in a bus 
blast in Sheikhupura on 
May S and one person was 
killed when a bomb explod- 
ed at a post office in Lahore 
on May 26. 

On June 10, eight people 
were killed in three simulta- 
neous blasts in Gujranwala.. 
district, while two died in a 
bus explosion near Khara-; 
ian garrison town on June 
16. 

A bomb exploded near a 
bus terminal in Rawalpindi 
near the Pakistani capital. 
Islamabad, on June 27. in 
which three people were 
killed. 

Three people were killed 
in a bomb explosion at Fais- 
labad Railway Station on 
July 8. 

The incidents have caused 
widespread concern, with 
political foes blaming 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto's government for lax 
security in the key province. 

More than 14 opposition 
parties, led by the main 
opposition Pakistan Muslim 
League of former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif, are 
waging a united campaign 
to unseat Ms. Bhutto and 
force new elections. 


Supply cut deepens woes 
of besieged Seoul students 


SEOUL (R) — More than 10,000 police 
ringing two Seoul campus buildings held by 
radical students cut off food and medical 
supplies to heap pressure on them to end a 
five-day holdout and surrender. South 
Korean police said Sunday. 

Students allowed a handful of reporters to 
tour one building where many injured, 
weary students lay on the floor sleeping. 

“Please give us food and medicines," one 
student shouted to a reporter, holding out 
his hand. “We have no medicine to treat 
injured students.” 

One classroom sheltered about 50 injured 
youths, many with big blisters caused by 
exposure to skin-searing tear gas. 

A police officer said all supplies had been 
cut off since Saturday morning when police 
backed by helicopters stormed the Yonsei 
University in western Seoul for the fourth 
consecutive day in a bid to end protests 
calling for reunification with Communist 
North Korea. 

Police stayed in position around the build- 
ings overnight, in contrast to previous 
nights when they had pulled back. 

“We are also seeking to cut power sup- 
plies to the buildings,” the police officer 
said. 

He said university authorities had so far 
refused permission to cut the power 
because a blackout could spoil costly pro- 
jects under way in laboratories in the sci- 
ence block, one of the occupied buildings. 

Police said an estimated 1,100 students 
were holding out in the two buildings but 
reporters saw well over 1,000 in the small- 
er building alone, which looked like a 
refugee centre. At least half of them were 
women. 


“There are far more than 2.000 students,’* 
a student spokesman said but gave no exact 
figure. 

A group of 15 parents carrying food for 
students at Yonsei begged to be let in but 
were turned away at the gate. 

“Please let me take water and food to my 
son.” an ageing mother cried as she was 
pushed back by riot police cordoning off 
the campus. 

“You and your kids are the enemy,” one 
policeman retorted. “You are all 
Communists. We don’t give food to the 
enemy.” 

A student protester, who identified him- 
self only as a second-year student, told 
Reuters: “I am not doing this because I am 
pro-Communist or pro-North Korean. I am 
here because I am doing the right thing for 
unification.” 

State prosecutors and police have vowed to 
crack down on Hanchongryoo, a nationwide 
federation of radical student councils blamed 
for masterminding this week's protests at 
Yonsei. 

Prosecutors said Sunday they would charge 
leaders of the group with violating the coun- 
try's tough National Security Law, which car- 
ries a maximum death penalty. 

During repeated skirmishes with police, stu- 
dents set fire to barricades of tyres and desks 
which they had thrown up around the build- 
ings. Police sent in helicopters to fire tear gas 
whenever students tried to challenge lines" of 
police. 

Tbe students have threatened to explode gas 
cylinders if police storm the building to arrest 
them but again offered Sunday to end their 
protests if they were assured they would not 
be detained. Police refused to let them go. 


Sultan of Brunei’s 
daughter weds 


BANDAR SERI BEGA- 
WAN (.AFP) — The daugh- 
ter of Brunei Sultan Has- 
sanal Bolkiah, the worlds 
richest man. was married 
Sunday in the oil-rich king- 
dom's wedding of the de- 
cade. The marriage took 
place at the sultan’s Nurol 
Iman Palace, whose 
grounds were transformed 
into a fairy land of dazzling 
o 0 ld and gift decorations 
for the event. The sultan, 

accompanied by Philippine 

President Fidel Ramos and 
other guests and royal court 
officials, waited inside a 
carpeted ceremonial cham- 
ber for the young couple. 0 
The 50 -year-old sultan re- 
ceived the bridegroom. 
Peneiran Anak Abdul 
Rahim Penariran Kema- 
ludin. and led him to his 
daughter. Princess Rashi- 
dah, seated on a golden 
throne inside the chamber 
After the ceremony, the 27- 
year-old princess, the sul- 
tan's first child, and her 26- 
year-old husband were then 
driven in a colourful pro- 
cession around Brunei's 
capital. Bandar Seri Bega- 
wan was decorated with 
ceremonial arches, flags, 
bunting and coloured lights 
and portraits of the couple. 

A state banquet was held 
Sunday night. The couple 
had taken their marriage 
vows at a private religious 
ceremony Thursday, and 
Sunday was the fust time 
the royal couple was seen >A 
together in public. The 
wedding vigil will continue 
until Aug. 24. .American 
pop stars Stevie Wonder 
and Whitne> Houston are 
to perform at the Jerudong 
Park Garden on Aug. 20 
and 24 as part of the wed- 
ding festivities. The sultan, 
with a personal fortune 
estimated at more than $30 
billion, has two wives and 
10 children. Officials said 
the union was not an 
arranged marriage but the 
pair's own choice. 



Multi-pregnancy 
mum too late for 
partial' abortion 


LONDON (R) — The Bri- 
tish woman who is preg- 
nant with eight foetuses 
said Sunday they were 
alive and kicking, and it 
was now too late to termi- 
nate some of them to give ^ 
the others a better chance y 
of survival. Mandy All- 
wood, who has sold her 
story o the top-selling 
Sunday tabloid, the News 
Of The World, told the 
paper “Every kick makes 
me smile because it’s a 
reminder that they're still 
alive.” The gynaecologist 
treating 14- weeks pregnant 
Allwood. Kypros Nicolai- 
des of London’s Kings Col- 
lege Hospital, had said her 
best chance of having 
healthy babies would be a 
“reduction” operation to 
terminate six of them, leav- 
ing two to grow in her 
womb. But Ms. AUwobd 
told the News Of The 
World: “A lot of people 
don’t know what the reduc- 
tion procedure involves, 
but I'm too late now Tto 
have it. The foetuses -are 
too big to dissolve inrhy. 
body, which means they 
will have to come outrof 
me and that could take ffifr 
healthy ones with them.’’/ 


22 hurt during®",, 
boat tribute toS.fv 
Baywatch 


CLEVELAND (R) —5% 
waterski boat performing, 
show based on the popular/ 
television series Baywatch. 
injured 22 people when/if 
slammed into the seaifitig'-. 
area at Sea World of Objft 
Sea World said Saturday 
The injured included a 36^-. 
year-old man in critic®, 
condition with a head; , 
injury, a 29-year-old wfef 
man with a possible baS|C 
“jury, a pregnant wonjah/-- 
m her 30s listed in staw, 
condition and a three-yeft: 
old boy whose injuriM/. 
were described as serial 
but not life threatening bj 
Cleveland hospital spoS 
toan. A total of 17 jx " 
were taken to the hos^ 
after the crash, the wgL 
park said. The accident^. y 
Bain Bridge townsftipj?' 
about 32 kilometres sottfw 
east of Cleveland oc-cnrr^l 
at about 6 p.m. edt ' 


the show, officials saidlSfr 




: .cvffe 

i . ■ ^ 

.: ,dTc 


■ *8 


UAE 
steps up 

ammonia 

output 


to 

demand 


Tv'-' 

.1 >i • • 


V. 

• • ••..‘fi 
•* t -.in*’ 

; . 

. id 

. .'Hi fl 


'.Link* 

!r;iTio| 

i.: 

h l 

‘ 

ft 


IT.'-'. 

F.'“ 


Wild p 

■ ,ed to ea 
;• •• ..*n<tunp4] 


..;;d 

6ms ■. • China- 


^i: 


? : 


iv . 


v.-ft the 

!’.\FO 

.tmtnn 

j’Unrovi 


hi;. :■> i he t 

c- u — . • .1 


iurr j • 
irr.r. r.* 
7- ■ 


■ ..! th4t 

.’ net 


!■:«•«!* 


Fcm . ■ . \\ \ ■ «$>1y 




vilk;: .. • 

.: .uuntit; 

ur.-; : 

H -. -v.us r 

ntv: ; r _ 

v.!t? 

Ah. 

sh.* big 



th? t :.L : 

rl«uw 


vT- vhrrr 

indu 

\:T ft*. Ii 

re .^r. j , 

•! .sTiHIIid 

tnlliur, 

mores s 

inline 

:cji : 











— ; 






'V.'V; 


Jordan Times, Monday, August 19, 1996 


Dole pulls close to Clinton in polls 


SPRINGFIELD, Illinois (R) — Bob over. Well it will be for him on Nov. 5. 
Dole pulled to within two points of They crust the government I trust the 
President Bill Clinton in the latest American people.” 
polls Saturday, leaving his staff boast- After the speech. Sen Dole paid a 
mg that “we have a real race at last.” “good luck" visit to the tomb of 
Meanwhile, the Republican presi- Abraham Lincoln where he and Mr. 
dential candidate received a joyous Kemp rubbed the bronze nose on a 
reception in the heart of the U.S. bust of the first Republican president 
Midwest, a key battleground of the Sen. Dole even signed $5 bills tor 
1996 campaign. tourists at the tomb. 

The latest Newsweek poll showed Sen. Dole said, "polls are polls" but 
Sen. Dole only two points behind Mr. declared the larest ones were encour- 
Clinton — 44 to 42 — in the afterglow aging and reflected a successful con- 
of the Republican National Conven- vend on. 

tion which ended two days ago with In his campaign appearances since 
delegates declaring they were united the convention, he has pressed a call 
behind the 73-year-old Kansan. Sen. for a 13 per cent tax cut. 

Dole had gone into the convention Charles Black, a senior campaign 
behind Mr. Clinton by up to 20 points advisor, declared the convention a 
in most polls. success, saying, “it is clear there has 

The Dole camp said its own polling been some movement and a trend to 
also showed a dramatic narrowing of Dole.” 

the the race, putting Sen. Dole only But he cautioned that the Democrats 
four points behind Mr. Clinton. were about to have their day with the 

"We have a real race at last,” said Democratic National Convention 
John Buckley, Sen. Dole’s comm uni- starting in Chicago in just over a 
cation director. week. 

On the campaign trail, several thou- Mr. Clinton, winding up a vacation 
sand people cheered Sen. Dole, his in Wyoming, used his weekly radio 
wife Elizabeth and running mate Jack address to lash out at Sen. Dole’s tax 
Kemp as they endured sweltering heat cut proposals, saying they would 
at a rally inside a livestock station at cause either severe cuts in social pfo- 
the Illinois State Fair in Springfield, grammes or massive budget deficits. 
The event left all on the podium save Without once mentioning Sen. Dole 
Sen. Dole drenched in perspiration. by name. Mr. Clinton delivered his 
The crowd chanted “bye, bye Bill” harshest criticism to date of his oppo- 
and “Clinton must go,” and waved nent’s platform, which he painted as 
Dole-Kemp banners as the candidate too extreme, 
stood on a podium with a backdrop of “My tax cut is limited in size it’s 
bales of hay and declared, “the presi- worth $110 billion,” Mr. Clinton said 
dent says the era of big government is in the address. “Theirs is five times as 


flowers of remembrance outside Melissa 
H°Hogne Sunday. The bodies of Russo and Julie Lejeune, who disappeared t 
ratified Saturday boned m the garden of Marc Dutroux’ house. Belgian po 
bodies and widened their investigation into a child sex scandal (Reuter photo) 

Belgian police resume dig as vice 

BRUSSELS (R) Belgian bodies as of those of the two previous visits 
pobce resumed a gruesome eight-year-olds Julie Le- house, 
search for bodies and jeune and Melissa Russo, Both girls had beer 

widened their investigation who disappeared together in ally abused, 
into a child sex scandal June last year after going Mr. Dutroux, a 3! 
Sunday as the man who led out to play together near old electrician, was i 
them to three corpses admit- their homes. at the exhumations i 

ted further kidnappings. The third body was sim- turday and was taker 

Prosecutor Michel Bourlet ply identifed as a former by helicopter to avc 
told Belga News Agency associate of Dutroux. gathering crowds, 

fcjhal Marc Dutroux and In scenes reminiscent of Mr. Dutroux' secon 

some of the five other peo- the grisly unmasking of Michelle Martin, wh 
pie held by police said they British mass murderers Fred tests her innocence 
had kidnapped Ann Mar- and Rosemary West, police come before a court 
chal, 19, and Eefje Lam- used mechanical diggers day. 
breks, 17, in August last and pneumatic drills to Three other people 

year- excavate in and around sev- been detained after rz 

■‘Finding these girls is eral houses owned by twice- 1 1 houses Friday nig 
now the priority," Mr. married Dutroux. Saturday morning. 

Bourlet said, adding that he Mr. Dutroux and Michel Belgian television 
was hopeful of finding them Lelievre have been charged Mr. Dutroux had a 
alive. with the abduction and ille- from his first marriaj 

The search for Marchal gal imprisonment of Laeti- two — aged three yea 
and Lambreks follows the tia Delheze, 14, kidnapped eight months — fro 
discovery of three corpses on Aug. 9, and Sabine Dar- second, 
in the grounds of Dutroux’s denne, 12 kidnapped on Laetitia and Sabine 

terraced house near the May 28. rescued, but 13 othe 

southern city of Charleroi, Sabine and Laetitia were dren have been abdu< 
scene of Thursday’s dramat- rescued from their ordeal Belgium in the. pa 
ic rescue of two other teen- , after Dutroux showed po- years. Five had been 
ager^girft- from ‘a- makeshift j lice the hidden entrance to dead until Julie and h 
concrete dungeon. ■ ■ the undergound • prison raised the total to seve 

Police identified two of which police had missed on are still missing. 


Clinton still strong despite Dole's rise in polls 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — But as Sen. Dole got a This reverse was the lum- Ronald Reagan asked in h 
President Bill Clinton’s “bounce” in the polls with ing.point of his presidency. victorious run for the Whi 
stpding in the polls has the intensive television cov- Since then. Mr. Clinton House in 1980. 
slipped against Republican erage of the convention, Mr. has moved progressively to- When Mr. Clinton askt 

Bob Dole, but he remains in Clinton is expected to get ward the centre, after two the question, he answered 
a strong position going into the same during the Democ- years in which the Repub- himself: “Yes ’’ 
the Democratic convention rats four-day love fest in licans successfully por- \ n Chicago Democra 

in Chicago late this month. which he will formally be trayed him as a leftist as the are hoping to give voice : 
The president allowed named the party’s candi- new Republican majority in average Americans to sho 
Sm. Dole and the Repub- dare Congress turned shafply how ^ CMnton . s lici , 

bean convention to domi- If be is reelected on Nov. right haVt , me „ n . n letter life r. 

nate the news this past week 5, Mr. Clinton will be the At the same time. Mr. a i. from - diverse ■ 
as Mr. Clinton vacationed in first Democrat since Frank- Clinton was able to put an tn rht , rial 

the mountains of Wyoming, lin D. Roosevelt in 1936 to end to the humiliations of aca j ns i cri me S 

but that should change as he win a second term. the two preceding years and ® . 

goes on the offensive before At this point, Mr. Clinton reportsomesuccesses.es- . s Jr . 
the Aug. 26-29 convention and his advisors have good pecially in Bosnia-Herzego- n ... 10 . 

in Chicago. reason to think that they vina. the Middle East and 

As the White House ex- will win that elusive second Ulster. oul touch with the a\e 

pected, the Republicans’ terra. According to a survey And, most importantly, a ge American, 
tight control- on the San from early August, nearly the economy — adetermin- Mr. LumonA onensive i 

Diego convention rebound- two-thirds of voters or 64 ing factor in any presiden- • : me days before (nc Chicaj 
ed to Sen. Dole’s benefit per cent consider that his tial vote — has continued to convention ^expected to t 
and gave him a "bounce” in first terra has been success- grow slowly but steadily. e * p f . orchestrated wn 
the polls, eating away at Mr. . fill. Scandals like the Whitewa- f^ e kick-off to be the form; 

Clinton’s lead. The polls are a sharp tuna- ter affair hang over the pres- introduction of the pres 

Most surveys — including around from Mr. Clinton’s ident's head like a sword of dent’s book: From Hope 7 
a poll issued Saturday by chaotic first two years in the Damocles that never seems History. And there will b 
the weekly Newsweek — White House, which were to fall. concrete gains: Bills will b 
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Clinton associates to be sentenced 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas with the McDougaJs in a 
(AFP) — Former Arkansas land development deal that 
Governor Jim Guy Tucker was not part of the charges 
wand James McDougal, a for- against the McDougals and 
mier business associate of Mr. Tucker. 

President Bill Clinton, were The three were convicted 
to be sentenced here by a federal court on May 
Monday. 28. 

Sentencing comes amid James McDougal, con- 
rumours that Mr. McDou- victed on 18 counts, faces 
gaJ, once defiant, is now the harshest penalty — a 
cooperating with the prose- maximum sentence of 84 
cution in exchange for years in prison and a $4.5 
leniency, rumours which million fine, 
both Mr. McDougal and Mr. Tucker, who was con- 
prosecutors have declined victed on two counts, is 
to comment on. subject to a maximum of 10 

Attorneys for Mr. Tucker, years and a $500,000 fine, 
who resigned from his post Susan McDougal could 
after his conviction, and receive a maximum of 17 
Susan McDougal, James years and $1 million in 
McDougal 's former wife fines for the four counts on 
who was also convicted, say which she was convicted, 
their clients have made no For the three to receive 
deals to give information to the maximum penalties 
special prosecutor Kenneth would be highly unusual, 
Starr. although Federal Judge 

Mr. Starr is investigating George Howard has a repu- 
past activitifes and associ- ration for being more severe 
ates of Clinton. “Susan with white-collar defen- 
doesn’t know anything.” dants than with those from 
said one of her attorneys, low-income backgrounds. 
Bobby McDaniel. She faces David Hale, the main wit- 
senteocmg Tuesday. ness against the McDougals 

The three were charged and Mr. Tucker, pleaded 
with fraud and conspiracy guilty and was sentenced to 
in connection with business 28 months by a different 
Sloans made in the 1980s judge. 

when Mr. Tucker was a pri- Both James McDougal 
vate citizen and the Me- and Mr. Tucker will seek 
Doueals owned the now- leniency on grounds of poor 
defunct Madison Guaranty health. Mr. McDougal has a 
Savings and Loan Associa- variety of ailments and now 
tj on lives in a trailer on a 

Mr. Clinton was governor friend’s property, 
at the time. He and his wife Both he and Susan Mc- 
Hillaiy were once partners Dougal are legally indigenL 


question that then-candidate (Wednesday.). 


Hundreds reported killed in Burundi since coup 

BUJUMBURA (R) — Fo- civilians also being massa- ment. Burundi because Africai 

reign aid workers said Sun- cred in reprisal attacks. Regional African nations regional ministers decidec 

day troops had killed more Human rights groups have imposed sanctions against Friday to block food aid fo 
than 200 Hutus including estimated killings in Buxun- Burundi on July 31, de- up to a quarter of a millior 
many women and children di were running a ’ ” 

in two incidents in central of at least 1,000 
Burundi after an army coup earlier this year 
on July 25. reased insecurity 

The aid workers told countryside has j 
Reuters that more than 200 independent expe 
Hutus were killed by troops investigating many 
on Aug. 7 on a series of hills killings, 
at Rutegama Commune in 
Muramvya province, east of In neighbouring 
the capital Bujumbura. which has the san 
They also said troops mix as Burundi, in 
killed 23 people on July 26 to one million Ti 
at Muyange Hill in Giheta moderate Hums w< 

Commune in the central by Hutu militia anc 
Burundi province of Gitega. a campaign led by 
The workers, who refused Hum-dominated 
to be identified, showed 
Reuters lists with ages and 
names of the dead — almost 
exclusively women, chil- 
dren and the elderly. They 
said they were sure the final • 

death toll was far higher. IS JfyjaK 
Asked about the reports. 
army spokesman Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Longio Mina- 
ni said: “There have been 
no serious military opera- 
dons in these areas but 
when we find Hutu rebels 
we go after them ferocious- 

Military ruler Pierre Bu- 
yoya, a retired major in the j 

Tutsi-dominated army, says 
he seized power to head off »• 
genocide and has repeatedly 
promised to restore disci- 
pline in the military. jji:.*- 

But he has also said the i’.;7gwg« 

army will hunt down Hutu y||v;- 
rebels unless they renounce 
what he says is a plan of 
genocide against the Tutsi 
minority. The rebels accuse 
the army of carring out 
genocide against the Hutu 
majority and have vowed to 
fight on. 

More than 150,000 people Hutu women, fore 
have been killed in Burundi church in the displ 
in three years of a vicious workers allege th 
civil war between Hutu Burundian army i 
rebels and the army, with photo) 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A White House support 
aircraft with at least nine 
people on board crashed in 
Wyoming where U.S. 
President Bill Clinton had 
been on vacation, U.S. 
officials said Sunday. 

Mr. Clinton, bis wife 
Hillary, and their daughter 
Chelsea had already re- 
turned to Washington after 
a nine-day western vaca- 
tion and they were not 
involved in the crash 
which occurred late Satur- 
day. 

“We’re aware of a possi- 
ble air crash apparently 
involving a mission in 
Jackson Hole,” April Me- 
llody, a spokeswoman for 
the White House, told AFP. 

She said the president 
had been briefed on the 
report and expressed his 
concern. 

The four-engined C-130 
cargo plane belonged to 
the U.S. Air Force 7th 
Wing based at Dyess Air 
Force Base, in Abilene, 
Texas, Air Force Captain 
Norai Russi told AFP in a 
telephone interview. 

The plane, which crashed 
about 11:48 p.m. central 
time Saturday (0448 GMT 
Sunday) was en route from 
Jackson Hole to John F. 
Kennedy International Air- 
port in New York, she said. 

It had flown to Jackson 
Hole from Abilene earlier 
Saturday, Capt. Rtissi said. 

“At this point our best 
number is eight, although 
I'd like to stress that we are 
still trying to confirm 
that,” Capt. Russi said 
about the number of people 
on board. 

She could not confirm 
who they were or their 
condition. 

"It was carrying some 
kind of support for a presi- 
dential mission,” Cape. 
Russi said, but she added 
she did not have any fur- 
ther information. 


Ministers agreed sanc- 
tions should be comprehen- 
sive and said only medicine 
and emergency basic food 
aid to 41,000 Rwandan 
Hutu refugees in Burundi 
would be exempt from the 
embargo. 

Aid officials in Bujum- 
bura said Sunday Burundian 
troops wounded two Rwan- 
dan refugees when they shot 
in the air Saturday to dis- 
perse a crowd at a camp in 
northeast Burundi. 


govern- 


Army called in to fight U.S. wildfires 


Guard troops also were activated in Montana, 
Snyder said. 

The largest of the active fires, on the Warm 
Springs Indian Reservation in central Oregon, 
grew to 108,000 acres (43,000 hectares) but 
was 60 per cent contained and was expected 
to be fully contained Tuesday. The week-old 
fire, believed to be human-caused, has 
destroyed 1 1 homes and seven smaller struc- 
tures. . . 

The nearby Donnybrook fire had scorched 
94,000 acres (38,000 hectares) of rugged 
brush country and was not expected to be con- 
tained until the end of October. 

Id Washington state, about 900 soldiers and 
200 firefighters contained a 57,000-acre 
(23,000 hectares) brush fire that apparently 
was ignited during a shooting exercise on a 
vast army firing range near Yakima. 


SEATTLE (R.) — Authorities battling dozens 
of major fires in the western United States 
railed on the array Saturday to reinforce fire- 
fighting resources stretched to their limits. 

Renee Snyder of the National Interagency 
Fire Centre said a battalion of 500 soldiers, 
probably from Fort Carson, Colorado, would 
be sent to one of 39 major fires, joining more 
than 17,600 people already on the lines in 
Arizona, California, Colorado. Florida, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon. Utah and 
Wyoming. 

She said the soldiers likely would be sent to 
California, where 10 major fires were burn- 
-ing, driven by gusty winds and fuelled by 
bone-drv brush and tinder. 

In hard-hit Oregon, National Guard troops 
were being trained and were expected to join 
firefighting efforts Sunday, and National 
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Mood shifting positively 

THE ATTIRE and discourse of His Majesty King 
Hussein yesterday reflected the mood of country and 
leadership following two days of riots that were both 
alarming and destructive. Unlike on Friday and 
Saturday, when the King appeared on television to 
address the nation or when be was shown addressing 
the troops, being dressed on both occasions in mili- 
tary uniform, the King Sunday looked relaxed and 
assured while visiting the Public Security 
Department accompanied by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 

Now that the emergency situation is hopefully over 
and behind us, the authorities, as the King said, will 
investigate and try to locate those who were respon- 
sible for the destruction, arson and looting that took 
place in the cities and towns of the south. 

Meanwhile, the prime minister who still faces an 
angry opposition, will roost certainly start political 
talks with his opponents and detractors both in 
Parliament and outside it. While it will be near 
impossible for him to reverse his government’s deci- 
sion on lifting subsidies, as demanded by the oppo- 
sition and the protesters, it is not too late to try to 
explain once more, bat In more candor and clarity, 
the implications of going back on our commitments 
to the donor countries and the International 
Monetary Fund, commitments that serve first and 
foremost Jordan’s higher interests. 

Mr. Kabariti needs not only to explain to the 
nation and Parliament the consequences of retract- 
ing this decision, but he also needs to win back his 
comfortable majority in the House, a majority that 
gave him and his team a great start. After all Mr. 
Kabariti will have to. plan for facing . Parliament 
again^heh jt convenes for its last session in. foil. 

Not ouly. that As we recognise Jordan’s interest in 
what tjtjye^abariti government has been doing so for, 
and as we recognise that a great deal of progress has 
been achieved already, especially on the level of 
fighting corruption and for structural reform, we 
believe that the government has to continue the 
fight to implement it’s programme. And we think, 
as Mir. Kabariti himself affirmed on several occa- 
sions, that the best way to achieve his government's 
objectives is through dialogue. But we believe that 
the dialogue we had so for was not either frank 
enough or deep enough to win the government the 
much-needed popular consensus that it badly needs. 
There has been a great deal of misunderstanding, 
and mishandling, of the issues at hand. What the 
government should do in the coming stage is to 
enhance democracy, raise the banner of inclusion 
and tolerance, ensure more transparency, listen 
more to the people and explain its own positions on 
the basis that the people have the right to know, and 
know about all. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE RIOTING that swept several southern towns in 
Jordan in the past two days can by no means solve the 
problem resulting from the increases in bread prices, 
but can surely result in damages and losses to the coun- 
try and the Jordanian people, said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily. 
The rioters expressed their protest against the increases 
by smashing cars, burning private and public institu- 
tions. wasting school textbooks and ruining fruit trees 
which have teen there for the public's benefit, said the 
daily. This is by no means acceptable to a country 
which believes In democracy and whose people have 
often expressed their faith in constructive dialogue to 
solve social, political and economic problems, accord- 
ing to the paper. It is the right 'of every Jordanian to 
express his or her feelings and it is the right of their rep- 
resentatives in Parliament to present their views, but all 
this should be done within the framework of the law 
and in a constitutional manner, stressed the paper. 
Expression of views and feelings does not by any 
means give any person the right to attack other people 
or damage their property, said the paper which con- 
demned the rioting as an uncivilised manner to express 
one's feelings no matter how important the cause for 
which the protesters aim to serve and no matter how 
vital their objectives are. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour called on the Council of 
Higher Education to change the present system of 
accepting students in private and public universities to 
allow for more free and fair competition among the 
school graduates. It is no more acceptable for the uni- 
versities to remain the monopoly of the influential peo- 
ple who can at will secure seats for their children at 
state-run universities and it is unfair to see half the seats 
filled by students whose names appear on special lists 
given favour by certain circles in the country, said 
Hamadeh Faraaneh. The writer said that students with 
no influential of wealthy people to back them fall vic- 
tim to the present faulty system; and if they cannot go 
abroad for higher studies they face a grim future. The 
writer criticised the idea which is being k cCntefhptated ,-; 
by the Council of Higher Education to allow private 
universities to accept students who at least acquired 65 
per cent in Tawjihi examinations average grades, up 
from 60 per cent He said that such move would further 
increase the misery of the largest sector of students who 
fail to join the state universities; and would consecrate 
the present system which favours influential people. 


Economic Review 


By Or. Yusuf Mi 


Jordan’s housing paradox 


. f huildins is vacant. However, home 

NO ONE can underestimate the importance of the housing thought it was beneficial to tenants, however, it can be the land zonea ° C g nl ) relative to other parts of 
sector and the role it plays in the Jordanian economy: argued — and I have made this point id two previous arti- ownership is mgn - 1 (jj per cent), and fee 

Housing, in 1985-1991, accounted for almost one half of cles — that the present legislation harms the tenant and the world. vac ^ nc , y *r - orese ntlv abour seven persons, 
the gross fixed capital formation in Jordan; the construe- tends to increase prices beyond the market determined average household size . F ^ • 

tion sector contributed approximately S per cent per price. The thesis is as follows: Investors simply stop build- The situation is clearly . V | an dIords who seem to 

annum of the GDP in the period 1988-1992; and the annu- ing apartments for rent, rather ibey direct their efforts to But let us view the ocn anc j re f use to % 

al demand for housing averages about 22,000 new housing selling their apartments instead of renting them; thus stubbornly hold on to their landowners would 

units per year. However, there is an anomaly in this sector rental property becomes a scarce commodity and, as a below fictitious prices, in tact - af j ow , ejr 
that defies regular economic reasoning: While there are result, the rental cost increases. prefer to wait for several yeara opportunity to 

over 77,000 empty housing units in the country, construe- Moreover, the way land is zoned in Jordan leaves a lot to Meanwhile, they would have tor. ax v M 

tion is still rampant, and land prices continue to increase take the money and invest it in some nf ^ Iai ; 

signalling an increase in the demand or a decrease in the 1 date. However, thinking of the opput . vef 

supply for housing, or some combination of the two. Amman 1C ranked amOHQ the tOD big sale is not a ^ell-developed u L P ' ■ f . “y 

Such a phenomena is considered odd, usually when the Amman IS raniiGO among UIC wp downers for at least three reasons: 1 ) lack ot invest- 

quantity supplied exceeds the quantity demanded the mar- ten mOSt expensive CftieS fOT real me nts that have economically viable rates of return (return 

ket price falls to a level that clears both supply and . . ■ on investment is estimated at 6 pet cent). ^ me sirapie 

demand. This equilibrating mechanism has not worked in estate in the WOnu BVBH tflOUgn |if est yie of many of the landlords which does not require 

the case ot housing in Jordan, why? The answer lies in the one fajrf Q f f/, e j gn( j zoned i av i s h spending, except for marriage and to* w-asions 

institutional setting of the market , _ where hu«e sums of money are spent on ceremonial nmc- 

In 1953 the Jordanian legislature adapted many ideas for bUlldlfig IS Vacant ^ons, money is necessary only for subsistence: and 3) the 


annum of the GDP in the period 1988-1992; and the annu- 
al demand for housing averages about 22,000 new housing 
units per year. However, there is an anomaly in this sector 
that defies regular economic reasoning: While there are 
over 77,000 empty housing units in the country, construc- 
tion is still rampant and land prices continue to increase 
signalling an increase in the demand or a decrease in the 
supply for housing, or some combination of the two. 

Such a phenomena is considered odd, usually when the 
quantity supplied exceeds the quantity demanded the mar- 
ket price foils to a level that clears both supply and 
demand. This equilibrating mechanism has not worked in 
the case of housing in Jordan, why? The answer lies in the 
institutional setting of the market. 

In 1953 the Jordanian legislature adapted many ideas 
from European rental legislation, which after the World 
War fl was very sympathetic to tenants on account that 
most buildings had been destroyed during the war. As a 
result, under Jordanian Law No. 62 of the year 1953, the 
tenant was allowed to continue living on the premises, in 
spite of the expiration of the rental contract and regardless 
of the owner’s desire. This notion was further underscored 
when in 1982, a Law No. 29 was passed as a temporary 
measure and 12 years later became a permanent law. Law 
No. 1 1 in 1994. Article 5A of this law allows the tenant to 
occupy the premises after the -contracted rental period had 
lapsed, thereby, rendering the rent Contract useless. 

Rental law is probably the most anti-competitive law in 
Jordan and the single most baneful and outdated piece of 
legislation ever made. It has survived because people 


be desired. Some land can only be sold in tens of dunums 
(a thousand square metres) which makes a cheap dunum 
beyond the reach of ordinary citizens. Some land is classi- 


on investment is estimated ai o ~ 

lifestyle of many of the landlords winch does not require 
lavish spending, except for marriage and ^ «xa^ns 
where huge sums of money are spent on ceremonial func- 
tions, money is necessary only for subsistence, and 3) the 
uncertainty of the region prior to the peace accord where 
one exodus after another caused land prices to inflate 
beyond people's wildest dreams turning some from rags to 
riches and making great folk-tales of those who sold just 

before “that last war". . , . . . . 

The institutional setting is the driving force behind lairf 


fled as a zone A land, which means that only 36 per cent f ne JL n , „ paradox is naueht but the 

of such a land can be built; a person that dreams of build- pnees and what my«n as i * P^c «w “JW 1 ” 
ing a modest home has to pay dearly for the land and then mterplay of market droning M- land prices w 

is able to build only on cite third of it, why? There is no Jordan will continue » ™ 
logical reason for this and there probably never will be. decade because the market distort ** . 

But it does cause the demand for land to rise by two thirds for the next four years. A final pice ' ' , 


But it does cause the demand for land to rise by two thirds 
in some areas. 

Amman is ranked among the top ten most expensive 
cities for real estate in the world even though one third of 


rented a house or an apartment betore 1991. do not leave 
it and attempt to build your own dream house, instead, buy 
land and stay where you are. 


The U.N.: Close it down 
and start again? 


By Pehr G. GyUenhammar I KAHU 


NEW YORK — The United 
Nations should declare bank- 
ruptcy and conduct a funda- 
mental reorganisation and 
downsizing — all at the same 
time. 

Finances are a mess, with 
many member nations in 
default on their dues, includ- 
ing a whopping $1.5 billion 
fron? the United States. 
Without; changes, collecting 
thosedues will be ipjpossibfe.^ ' 
fe^jjears ago I served on,,. 
a working group co-chaired 
by Paul Volcker, former 
chairman of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve, and Shijuro Ogata, 
senior adviser al Yamaichi 
Securities in Tokyo. Its task 
was recommending improve- 
ments to the pitiful finances 
of the United Nations. 

On the surface die job was 
easy. If only the rules were 
followed, die money would 
be there to finance opera- 
tions. But since only 1 1 coun- 
tries paid in frill and on time, 
the United Nations always 
lived from hand to mouth. 
Member states that did not 
meet their commitments did 
not lose their votes or pay 
interest on what was owed. 
Sanctions are never used 
against members who default 
on their payments. 

The U.N.’s 50th anniver- 
saty was a missed opportuni- 
ty. Instead of holding a birth- 
day party , at which world 
leaders who had not paid 
their dues subjected the audi- 
ence to their oratory, die sec- 
retary-general should have 
declared bankruptcy and 
closed the place down. There 
was no money left to pay for 
anything. 

But solving the financial 
problems will only scratch 
the surface if other funda- 
mental problems are not 
addressed. The organisation 
is bloated, too diverse and too 
unwieldy. UN. agencies are 
too independent to be coordi- 
nated properly and too 
bureaucratic to function effi- 
ciently. Morale is low, and 



leaders are appointed for their 
political affiliation not their 
proven abilities. 

The member states have to 
agree on a transparent 
process for selecting the best 
possible UN. leadership to 
take on the task. Old political 
cronies are not the best exec- 
utives to run a complex 
organisation. 

It is ironic that an institution 
built on human rights, the 
dignity of the individual, 
social justice, democracy and 
free speech can tolerate the 
current election process for 
secretary-general. It is 
opaque and Byzantine, and it 
produces mediocre results. It 
can best be compared with 
the Vatican, where smoke 
from the chimney reveals 
whether a new Pope has been 
chosen. 

If I am correctly informed, 
in 1992 the present secretary- 
general was elected in the 
seventh round, each round 


having been kept secret from 
the public. It is said that the 
United States was expecting a 
stalemate over the Egyptian, 
and was asleep when the 
United Nations acquired new 
secretary-general. 

Boutros Ghali would like to 
stay on. After initially saying 
he wanted to serve only a 
single term, be has changed 
his mind. Unfortunately for 
him. the United States has 
declared that it will veto a 
second five-year term. This is 
typical. The big guns call the 
shots. 

If the United States is com- 
mitted to the veto, the search 
should start now for a succes- 
sor. The world organisation 
should have its leader select- 
ed from an open list of candi- 
dates, proposed in a pre- 
agreed manner and with qual- 
ifications to manage a com- 
plex organisation. There 
should be ample time for the 
proposed candidates to 


appear publicly and to pre- 
sent their credentials for die 
world to see. Thereafter, a 
voting round should be open 
to public scrutiny, and the 
leader elected. 

And the new leader’s man- 
date must be dear — to make 
the United Nations lean, 
focused and efficienL 

The United Nations has a 
wonderful charter. If it were 
ever true that if something did 
not exist it would have to be 
invented., it is true for the 
United Nations. But what an 
opportunity a. new beginning 
would create — to start with a 
clean slate and build an 
organisation to deal with 
today's conditions and tomor- 
row’s world. It’s not too late. 

The writer is a former 
chairman of Volvo. The above 
article is reprinted from the 
International Herald Tribune. 


In fairness to Kabariti 


THE DEVELOPMENT Jordan has witnessed over the 
past four decades is unparalleled even in other develop- 
ing countries with far more natural resources and God 
given riches. Ours has been a good example of nation 
building, with what it entailed in the building of a whole 
modem infrastructure of electric power, waterworks, 
roads, sewage disposal plants, dams, irrigation schemes, 
ambitious social development programmes, primary 
health care and tertiary medical facilities, which rival the 
best in the world. In addition we have free primary and 
secondary- education, public and private universities, 
industries and many other services that people have 
become accustomed to take for granted. All this, added 
to the defence bill, needed money and lots of it. Thanks 
to Arab funding this was available in. the seventies and 
early eighties. Suddenly? 1 however, the stream dried up 
and we were left with the old complacency- and ,3 debt of 
$9 billion to pay back towr* creditors" 

Since the crash of 1989. successive governments 
embraced a tight economic restructuring programme in 
accordance with IMF and World Bank requirements. 
Parliament concurred with this policy as it approved the 
budget year after year. The new prime minister, Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, came face to face with realities that left 
him basically with only two choices: 

The first (for which so many traditional .politician^ 
would opt) is that of squeezing through the sour medicine 
in small repetitive and quite ineffective doses thar would 
do little to cure the unwary patient, but do a great deal to 
keep the popularity of the medicine man with a public 
that is hopelessly uneducated in matters of simple arith- 
metic. 

The second (which well-respected economists describe 
as the best choice, academically speaking) was adminis- 
tering the right drug in the right dose at the risk of trad- 
ing popularity for honesty. 

Mr. Kabariti chose the latter. For the short time his 
government has been in office, he took bold steps in the 
fight against well entrenched and inherited corruption in 
high places like public security, customs and income tax 
departments. He went a long wav in rehabilitating 
Jordan’s relationship with sister Arab states to reopen 
doors of employment for our technical workers and 
teachers. He started the painful process of streamlining a 
deadly bureaucracy in an effort to create a more 
favourable climate for Arab and foreign investments so as 
create to jobs and help curb the spiralling rate of unem- 
ployment. 

The recent riots with the destruction and burning of 
public and private property (like Ministry of Supply 
stores, shops, banks andl most distressing of all, a moth- 
er and child care clinic in Taflleh) c ann ot be justified by 
our fence-riding, traditional politicians as an understand: 
able expression of public frustration. 

Prime Minister Kabariti should not yield to the calls for 
his resignation. He has done nothing dishonourable: He 
should wait for the coming ordinary session of Parlia- 
ment and face up to any no-confidence motions the “rep- 
resentatives'' of the people wish to throw at him. If he has 
to step down, then he should come down fighting. It on#; 
bents a man of his character, integrity and courage. 

Senator Ghaith Shubaiiat, MD, FRCS, FACS, 

Amman. , 


Re-evaluation process to start when law and order re-established 


(Continued from page 1) 

the umbrella of law and 
order." 

Often over the past few 
years, the King or his gov- 
ernments have spoken crit- 
ically of the performance 
of the Parliament and the 
press, especially the 
tabloids. In fact it is the 
perceived failure of these 
tw$ institutions to rise to 
the challenge and responsi- 
bility entailed in democra- 
cy that has irked the regime 
during these past seven 
years. 

“Often, we have wit- 
nessed irresponsible posi- 
tions and stances taken in 


the name of democracy.” 
said the government 
source. “What we need in 
the future therefore is a 
national accord which 
would re-establish that 
democracy and responsibil- 
ity go hand in hand.” 

The source added: “ 
Quite often the King need- 
ed to intervene personally 
in the affairs of Parliament 
when it was becoming 
apparent that important 
decisions which serve the 
Kingdom’s higher interests 
were undermined, either by 
members whose sole focus 
zested on securing re-elec- 
tion or by blocs that did not 
always take the real inter- 


ests of the state into consid- 
eration.” 

A number of parliamen- 
tarians and analysts inter- 
viewed by the Jordan 
Times maintained that 
King Hussein's decision to 
terminate the extraordinary 
session of Parliament 
abruptly and immediately 
after the riots broke out on 
Friday indicates lack of 
faith on his part that 
Parliament would “rise to 
the level of responsibility” 
he expects of it. as a source 
close to the government put 
it. 

’The decision to termi- 
nate the extraordinary ses- 
sion so quickly and imme- 


diately after the breakout of 
riots indicates concern that 
Parliament would become 
a forum for individual 
members and blocs to 
merely improve their pub- 
lic image, which in turn 
might fuel further unrest 
and ferment trouble," a 
senior member of 
Parliament said. “Which 
explains the sense of relief 
felt by some parliamentari- 
ans as the decision could 
save them from a dilemma 
over what kind of position 
they would have to assume 
vis-a-vis the riots.” 

In the dearest indication 
yet of what direction the 
new re-evaluation effort 


should take, the King had 
this to say on Saturday (in 
an informal address he 
made during his tour of 
Karak and other areas in 
the south); “We want to 
teach the next generations 
and our citizens the art of 
dialogue..to give and take 
until we reach the best 
solution by using our 
minds and always by keep- 
ing the interest of the 
nation as our top priority 
and above any other con- 
sideration.” 

How these words will 
translate within and at the 
end of the envisaged re- 
evaluation process, is not 
known for now. Ail the 


sources interviewed by th^ 
Jordan Times appear sure* 
however, that the n 

effort will be undertaken; 
by the Kabariti. rather tb® 
a new, government. h .\ ■ 
“While we are teingpart] 
ly blamed for this we&i 
riots, I must say that dte# - 
u a tion is different froni.ti^ 
of 1989” the govetiUD® 111 
source said. “ErinK 
Minister Kabariti still' h® 
a major role to play .fit#® 
months ahead, esped^f 
restoring normal lifej ^b fe 
country.” he adde&^f 
King will want him .by h^ 
side when the effort. ^ 
launched to take us;*? 60 
further forward.” . • 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel said to arrest 20 Palestinians 

ffiBRON fAH>) _ The I sra eU anny has arrested ">0 

Sffl-'EM.iSrA- 

«=SSat£Si-S= 

rf'paf * e le , f L"^' Dg PopuIar Front for the Lib- 

ounoseH tn eSBne a Damascus-based group 

opposed to peace agreements signed with Israel Pales- 

tmian press reports said those detained were suspected 
of mvo'eement m two attacks again.,, civiharr carsSe 

^TPH.P U IT WhiCh flVe ^ were hilled, 

tnr PFL / “ “. Hebron <s also believed behind the 
kdhng of two soldiers shot as they drove along a road 
north of Hebron early this year. An army spokesman 
was unable to confirm or deny the arrests. 

Kuwaiti crown prince visits Syria 

} “ Kuwaiti Crown Prince Saad A1 
Abdullah A1 Sabah arrived here on Sunday on the sec- 
ond leg of a three-country tour which has already taken 
him to Egypt. Sheikh Saad is expected to discuss the 
Arab-Israeli peace process and bilateral relations with 
Syrian leaders, the official Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) reported. The news agency quoted the prince as 
saying that he expected his talks here with Syrian lead- 
ers would strengthen the ties of friendship and cooper- 
ation between the rwo countries.’* SANA said that 
Sheikh Saad was carrying a message for Syrian leader 
Hafez AI Assad from the Kuwaiti emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad Al Sabah. Its contenrs were not disclosed. The 
Kuwaiti crown prince arrived here from Alexandria, 
Egypt’s summer capital, where he held talks with Pres- 
ident Posni Mubarak. He leaves for Lebanon on mon- 
day. 

Iraq seeks talks on Israeli arsenal 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq is backing Libya's call for an 
urgent Arab League ministerial council meeting on 
“Israel’s possession of a chemical and bacteriological 
weapons arsenal,” a league source said Sunday. Libya 
called for the meeting Aug. 9, but under the league's 
charter, an urgent meeting must be called by at least two 
of its 22 members and must be approved by two thirds 
of the 22 Arab countries. Egypt has asked that the issue 
be placed on the agenda of the league's regular ministe- 
rial council meeting scheduled for Sept. 14, the source 
said. “Most of the Arab countries favour the egyptian 
proposal,” the source said. The matter of “ethiopian 
aggression against Somalia” will also be placed on the 
agenda for the Sept. 14 meeting here because of an 
agreement between die league and Somalia, which is a 
member, the source said.Soraali warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad requested Aug. II an urgent ministerial 
council meeting after Ethiopian troops attacked Ethiopi- 
an rebel bases in the palgudud area of central Somalia. 

PNA court orders release of students 

RAMALAH (AFP) — The Palestinian high court 
ordered on Sunday the release of 10 university students 
from a Palestinian jail, ruling that their six-month deten- 
tion without charges was illegal. In a decision which 
human-rights lawyers say could set a precedent for 
dozens of Palestinians held without charges in Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) jails, the five-judge panel 
said there was no legal basis for continuing preventive 
detention of the 10. A Palestinian police official in 
Ramallah said the court ruling was being studied and 
the students were expected to be released later in the 
day. - The 10, all students at bir zeit university near 
ramaUah. were arrested in early March as part of a vast 
crackdown launched by the PNA against militants fol- 
lowing a spare of suicide bombings in Israeli In recent 
weeks the authority has been gradually releasing 
detainees it says have been cleared of any wrongdoing, 
but scores of activists remain in jail. Palestinian human 
rights groups welcomed the high court ruling. “The 
decision may be seen as a positive indicator for the 
development of the rule of law in Palestine,” said the Bir 
Zeit University Human Rights Action project, which 
lodged the original appeal in favour of the jailed stu- 
dents. Elia Theodory, a lawyer working with the centre, 
said Sunday’s ruling “is a precedent which could lead to 
the release of dozens of Palestinian prisoners held for 
political reasons without legal basis.” 

2 Coptic Christians killed in jewel raids 

CAIRO (AFP) — Militants shot dead two Coptic Chris- 
tians and injured three other people in a series of simul- 
taneous raids on jewellers’ shops in the southern Egypt- 
ian town of Tahta on Saturday, police said. Five mili- 
tants armed with automatic weapons struck three shops 
in the same road in Tahta, situated 480 kilometres 
south of Cairo in Sohag province. They killed two Cop- 
tic jewellers, Merri Atta Ateya and Safwat Shafiq, and 
injured three other people including a six-year-old Cop- 
tic boy and a Muslim engineer hit by bullets as the gang 
made their escape. Police said the attackers escaped 
with large quantities of gold and jewels, adding that 
they were from Egypt's main armed militant Islamic 
group the Gamaa Islamiyah. They said the gang escaped 
by hijacking a lorry. The deaths brought to 1.047 the 
number of people killed since a wave of militant vio- 
lence was unleashed in Egypt io March 1992, accord- 
ing to an AFP toll compiled from police statements. 

Gold coins spill onto Egyptian street 

C AIR O (R) A treasure trove of gold coins spilled 

onto the street as Egyptian workmen were demolishing 
a house in the Nile Delta village of Domeira, govern- 
ment newspapers said on Sunday. Villagers ran off w.th 
some of the coins but the newspaper Al Ahram said the 
authorities had managed to recover 107 of them. It sard 
the coins dated back to the Byzantines, who ruled Egypt 
from AD 395 to 640. Another paper. Al-Gomhouna, 
said the coins weighed more than one Utopamme and 
included British sovereigns minted under Queen Victo- 
ria and coins issued by the French emptre. Pob^ have 
sealed the house off and have sent m experts to examine 
w hat remams of the hoard. 


King 
believes 
external 
elements 
exploited 
people’s 
sentiments 

(Continued from page 1) 

□ow as we are now dedi- 
cating our efforts towards 
building the country with 
honesty and sincerity." he 
said. “The country, with 
its government and people, 
are fighting corruption and 
are dedicated towards eco- 
nomic construction. 

“However, these stray 
elements have aimed at 
cieating chaos which can 
lead to total loss. These 
elements were de^d wrong 
because in 1989 we 
endured the situation 
because circumstances 
required that at the time. 
Perhaps in the past years, 
these elements tried to 
outbid us but we have 
already started the course 
of democracy, parliamen- 
tary life and respect for 
human rights. 

“These elements have 
this time tried again to dis- 
tort Jordan’s image but 
thank God the situation is 
calm. As head of this Jor- 
danian family, and in 
cooperation with the con- 
cerned authorities, our 
duty is to discipline those 
who have gone astray and 
bring them back to the 
right path. We want to 
investigate and find out 
who was behind these 
events this time so that the 
state will regain its dignity. 
By the state I mean the 
people and their stability 
and security.” 

King Hussein thanked 
the Jordanian people and 
said: “I hope people will 
examine (he situation and 
use their common sense 
before allowing them- 
selves to be carried away 
by mere sentiments. What 
happened seems to have 
been premeditated 

because certain groups 
were spotted moving from 
one area to another during 
the protests to agitate peo- 
ple and instigate them.” 
“Thank God our people 
have thwarted these ele- 
ments' evil objectives,” be 
added 

King Hussein, the 
Supreme Commander of 
the Jordanian Armed 
Forces, Sunday visited the 
Public Security Depart- 
ment where he was 
received by Prime Minister 
and Defence Minister 
Abdul Karim AI Kabariti, 
Interior Minister Awad 
Khleifat, Information Min- 
ister Marwan Muasher, 
Chairman of the Joint 
Chi efs-of- Staff Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mirai 
and the directors of Public 
Security and General Intel- 
ligence departments. 

King Hussein said the 
speedy restoration of 
things to their normal situ- 
ation following Friday’s 
riots reflects the Jordan- 
ian citizens’ loyalty and 
commitment to pursue Jor- 
dan's inarch as well as 
their ability to overcome 
such incidents. 

King Hussein praised the 
measures taken by the 
security departments to 
face the crisis, lauding 
the self-restraint exercised 
by the security personnel 
and their management of 
the crisis. 

The King said the way 
they managed to overcome 
the crisis reflects a high 
degree of responsibility 
and demonstrates their 
interest in protecting peo- 
ple’s lives and property. 

King Hussein was 
briefed on the measures 
taken by the security 
departments to maintain 
security and stability and 
protect Jordan’s social 
achievements. 

The King was accompa- 
nied by Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Faisal, 
Prince Ali and Prince 
Hashem. 


If your job embarrasses you, 
just get a new one 


By Folly Toynbee 

A QUESTION of principle: 
Is it OK for your day job to 
conflict with everything else 
you believe in? Can you 
labour all day in the fields of 
your enemies, then come 
home in tbe evening, take out 
your conscience and sigh 
about the way one has to 
make one’s living these 
days? Growing numbers of 
people live in this schizo- 
phrenic fashion, trying to 
bold on to a personal morali- 
ty of their own while doing 
things at work they despise. 
What does it imply for any 
kind of public morality if that 
is an acceptable way to live? 

A most glaring example 
recently came to light when 
it was revealed, despite her 
first denials, that the main 
author of the leaked treasury 
document, that thought the 
unthinkable about demolish- 
ing tbe welfare state, privatis- 
ing roads and abandoning 
free higher education, was 
herself attempting to become 
a Labour candidate in a safe 
Yorkshire seat By day she 
was Attila the Hun, by night 
she was new Labour — a 
political werewolf. 

Yesterday it emerged that 
her original draft was even 
more unthinkable before it 
was toned down. One White- 
hall official was quoted as 
saying: “The riot act was 
read when the original was 
handed in. It was politically 
explosive. It advocated virtu- 
ally the privatisation of the 
entire National Health Sys- 
tem (NHS). die welfare state 
and sell-off of the public 


When people choose to do dis- 
tasteful work despite their private 
beliefs, public morality is eroded 


transport system.” 

Now while one or two hot- 
heads among right-wing con- 
spiracy-theorist MPs imme- 
diately suspected a red mole 
in the treasury who had 
deliberately produced an 
embarrassing document to 
discredit the government, no 
one else takes that idea seri- 
ously. The author is a 37- 
year-old middle-ranking 
official who has been in tbe 
treasury for IS years, and her 
employers do not think she 
had any hand in leaking her 
report Its leaking has, after 
all, embarrassed her more 
than anyone else and it has 
probably destroyed her polit- 
ical ambitions. 

No, the phenomenon is far 
more interesting than that 
You could say she was tbe 
very model of the modem 
civil servant: A clever, effi- 
cient instrument who can 
turn her hand to any task she 
is given. Each day she hangs 
up her own conscience on the 
peg where she hangs her 
coat Sbe is an automation, 
without personal morality, a 
paradigm of obedience to her 
political masters. Sir Robin 
Butler should be proud of 
her. 

But what do we really 


think of people who live like 
that? Do we really want to be 
ruled by people without per- 
sonal accountability for their 
actions — just following 
orders, just doing their job? 
In Whitehall, the best perma- 
nent secretaries, the most 
creative and admired, have 
been those who do let their 
own opinions show. There is 
a lot of constitutional fiction 
about the role of civil ser- 
vants. After all, ministers 
pass through departments 
every two years or less, arriv- 
ing blowing nothing, leaving 
knowing mainly what their 
civil servants have taught 
them. Do we want politicians 
to be guided and educated by 
those who pretend to no per- 
sonal values, with no moral 
stake in the affairs they gov- 
ern? I would prefer men and 
women of principle, right or 
left — even though that 
might mean that on a change 
of government they would be 
more likely to be moved on. 
There is nothing very 
admirable in the rubber 
morals of a civil servant who 
can, for instance, enthusiasti- 
cally help Michael Howard 
fill prisons to bursting point 
and then with equal vim let 
them all go again under his 


successor. 

This institutionalised 

amorality is also a striking 
feature of life in the law. The 
much vaunted taxi-rank prin- 
ciple whereby barristers hire 
themselves out to the next 
comer, regardless of the mer- 
its of the case, has always 
struck me as singularly odd. 
It makes the low a game 
rather than a matter of con- 
viction. Getting some villain 
off becomes a matter of bril- 
liance and prowess for which 
they congratulate one anoth- 
er. 

The culture of the hired 
gun is creeping up on us 
everywhere. These days it 
flourishes in tbe contract cli- 
mate of job insecurity. Peo- 
ple feel scant responsibility 
for the work they do and lit- 
tle identification with their 
place of work or its purposes, 
when their employers show 
no particular commitment to 
them. That makes it easy for 
them to absolve themselves 
of moral responsibility for 
the job they do. 

I suppose I see the most 
extreme end of that in die 
world of journalism. Appar- 
ently serious and decent jour- 
nalists hire themselves out as 
fig leaves of respectability to 


pretty despicable newspa- 
pers, justifying it to them- 
selves on the grounds lhar 
they have nothing to do with 
the day-to-day sleaze. 
“Never met Murdoch.” “No 
one ever tampers with my 
copy or tells me what to 
write, so what does it matter 
where I write it?” It matters. 
These excuses are lame. The 
more distinguished the 
names, the more prized they 
are as emulsion to white the 
sepulchre. 

Among the humbler fry, 
the bright young beginners 
trying to work their way up 
through increasingly tough 
and nasty newsrooms in the 
hope of reaching the few 
respectable newspapers 
some day, the game is not 
worth the candle. They 
acquire the skill of turning 
their pen to any nefarious 
cause, arguing any out- 
landish case the editor or 
proprietor demands, spin- 
ning words, warping facts, 
becoming elegant liars. But 
there are other jobs, easier to 
get and less taxing on the 
conscience. 

Most people who do work 
they have to apologise for are 
in positions where they do 
have a choice. Perhaps these 
mean a bit less money or sta- 
tus, but “just doing my job” 
won’t do. When “just doing 
my job” means drawing up 
imaginative treasury plans to 
demolish the welfare state 
you are politically commit- 
ted to sustaining, it is time to 
find a new career. 


Opposition blames government for riots 


(Continued from page 1) 

The government has 
accused two left-wing par- 
ties.. of instigating the 
unrest: Hashed, 'which is 
^dose to the hardline Pales- 
‘tine group the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, and the Arab 
Socialist Baath Party, 
which has ties with the 
Iraqi branch of tbe Baath 
Party. 

But Mr. Tal dismissed 
the accusations. “We’ve 
heard it all before,” he 
said. 

“This is not true,” he 
added. “The government's 


policies in starving the 
people are the reasons 
behind the recent escala- 
tions,” Mr. Tal said. 

“It has been clear thjat ^ 
the government has been 1 " 
treating the people, Parlia- '* 
ment and all civil society 
institutions as corrupt and 
smugglers of sheep, 
hashish and drugs. Nowit 
is accusing them of being 
misled by foreign groups. 
We might as well be 
depicted as spies for 
world Zionism and impe- 
rialism.” 

The coalition criticised 
what it described as “the 
government’s resort to ter- 


Relative calm 
prevails in Karak 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arab Socialist Baath Party 
told the Jordan- Times 
members of the group took 
part in the riots but just as 
other residents did. He 
rejected accusations that 
his party or any other polit- 
ical grouping had organ- 
ised or instigated the vio- 
lent protests. 

“What we need is bread,” 
he said. “It was unemploy- 
ment, poverty, that started 
the riots "said Mr. Karaki 
insisted. 

Young men in street cor- 
ners agreed “Let them 
raise the price of bread, but 
let them also get us jobs,” 
said a 16-year-old who said 
he took part in the protests. 

'Karak is a poor town. I 
earn JD 70 a month to sup- 
port my mother and broth- 
ers. How can I buy bread?” 
said another, a 20-year-old. 
“If our demands are not 
met. then the riots will start 
again once they (security 
forces) leave,” he added. 

Army patrols mostly left 
residents alone and focused 
more on cleaning the 
debris-strewn city streets. 

Meanwhile, a cousin of 
Karak Deputy Nazib 
Ammarin, who is now in 
Amman, said the lawmaker 
was banned from returning 
to the town. Saeb 
Ammarin, the cousin, said 
Dr, Ammari n had called hiS 
home in Karak and 
informed his family that 
officials had contacted him 
and told him that he was 
not allowed to leave 
Amman for Karak. 

Karak residents are full 


of praise for Mr. Ammarin, 
who, they say, was the only 
deputy from tbe town to 
have stood by the demon- 
strators. They assailed 
other lawmakers from the 
area. 

Attacked during the riots 
was the clinic of Dr. Hani 
Hijazin, another Karak 
lawmaker who had voted in 
Parliament in favour of 
raising the price of bread 
while Dr. Ammarin voted 
against. Dr. Amm arm’s 
clinic, only a few metres 
from Dr. Hijazin’s, was left 
untouched in the distur- 
bances. 

Unofficial estimates put 
the number of casualties at 
15 in the two days of riots, 
during which police used 
tear-gas and rubber bul- 
lets. 

The rioters had attacked 
government buildings and 
banks and looted a branch 
of the Civil Consumers' 
Store. 

The Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said mean- 
while four people who 
belonged to a political 
party which it did not iden- 
tify were arrested after they 
tried to set fire to a petrol 
station in Salt, a town west 
of Amman. The four also 
urged others to cany out 
violent acts, it said. 

Petra, quoting police 
sources, also said arrests 
were also made in Tafileb 
of people who were travel- 
ling in a car with molotov 
cocktails. It did not say 
bow many were arrested 
but said the detainees were 
referred to the prosecutor- 
general. 


minatmg the extraordinary 
session, which expresses 
its incapability of hearing 
the other {joint of view. 
This also jprpVes that (the 
,; govenunent) is incapable 
offacing'ihe deputies who 
are representing the will of 
the people.” 

A statement issued after 
the press conference with 
the coalition demands was 
signed by 23 members of 
Parliament who have been 
boycotting the legislature 
in protest against what 
they said was the failure of 
the state-run Jordan Tele- 
vision to broadcast their 
speeches during last 
week's parliamentary 
debate where they 
opposed the increase in 
the price of bread. 

The coalition demanded 
the following: 

— that the government 
shoulder the responsibility 
for what happened 
because it insisted on 
tripling bread prices in 
disregard to the opinions 
of political parties, profes- 


sional associations and 
Parliament. 

— the immediate 
release of all detainees and 
(he withdrawal of police 
"from fhe "towns "of the'' 
south and putting an end 
to the curfew imposed on 
Karak. 

— the resignation of the 
government 

— rescinding its deci- 
sion to hike prices 

— public apology to the 
people and Parliament for 
“insulting and threatening 
Deputy Nazih Ammarin." 

“We are keen to prevent 
any bloodshed and harm to 
public and private proper- 
ty” Mr. Tal said. But “our 
position has not changed 
and we will take all the 
necessary measures to 
achieve our objectives in a 
peaceful and democratic 
way.” 

In a separate statement 
issued on Sunday, the Jor- 
danian United Democratic 
Party, a coalition of four 
nationalist and leftist par- 
ties, regretted that the gov- 


ernment, winch promised 
changes in the Kingdom, 
had instead concentrated 
on implementing the eco- 
nomic r£sttucturing pro- 
gramme as dictated by the 
Interjiatidral Monetary 
Fund (IMF). It said that 
the government should 
have given priority to 
comprehensive reform in 
the Kingdom, fighting cor- 
ruption and enhancing 
democracy. 

The party did not, how- 
ever, call on the govern- 
ment to resign, as did the 
coalition. Instead it insist- 
ed on the need for toler- 
ance from all concerned 
parties and called mainly 
for enhancing democracy 
and increasing public par- 
ticipation in political life. 

“Out of our keenness to 
ensure the safety and secu- 
rity of our country, our 
party rejects all attempts 
of sabotage but insists at 
the same time on the right 
of tbe people to express 
themselves.” 
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Qatar 
to invest 
$ 18 b in 
energy 
projects 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Qatar is planning to invest 
nearly $18 billion in pro- 
jects "10 boost its oil output 
capacity and exploit the 
biggest gas field in the 
world, official figures have 
showed. 

1 The Gulf state, a small 
OPEC oil producer, will 
spend nearly 65.4 billion 
Qatari riyals C$17.96 billion) 
until the year 2000 to devel- 
op its oii wells, tap the giant 
North gas field and expand 
its refining and petrochemi- 
cal sectors, the Organisation 
of Arab Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OAPEO 
said. 

The investments, some of 
which will come from for- 
eign partners, include 
around 31.3 billion riyals 
($8.59 billion ) on two lique- 
fied natural gas (LNG) ven- 
tures, Ras Lallan and Qatar- 
gas. 

Another $3.9 billion LNG 
project is under negotiation 
with the U.S. company 
Enron. 

- The first two LNG vent, 
tunes have already been 
launched following foe sign- 
ing of several supply con- 
tracts with customers in Asia 
and other areas. 

The completion of such | 
projects by 2000 will make . 
Qatar the biggest producer ! 
of LNG in ihe world and 
sharply boost its income. 

Officials have said produc- 
tion could exceed 20 minion 
tonnes per year. 

The offshore North field is 
the world's largest single 
reservoir of natural gas, with 
estimated reserves of 7. 1 tril- . 
jlion cubic meties~(236.6 tril- 
lion cubic feet). It has made-:- 
■ Qatar die th Sdxob g as power 
in the worid'Uftcr Russia and 
Iran, Qatar has also launched 
projects to develop its oil- 
fields to raise capacity to 
around 500,000 barrels per 
day from 400,000 bpd. 

Apart from government 
coffers, financing for the- 
energy projects has come 
from foreign partners and 
loans from regional and 
international banks. 


CIA teams up with U.S. 
economic policymakers 


Skills shortage to force Asian 
businesses to West — report 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The spy community is 
tightening links to U.S. 
economic policymakers to 
help forge the best possible 
trade deals and bolster 
other American economic 
interests. CIA Director 
John Deutch has disclosed. 

Replying to questions 
from the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, 
Mr. Deutch saidi intelli- 
gence support for bilateral 
and multilateral negotia- 
tions, “which was occa- 
sional a few years ago, ... 
has now become standard 
operating procedure." 

“We have upgraded intel- 
ligence liaison suppport at 
key economic agencies." he 
said in a statement Included 
in the panel’s recently pub- 
lished bearing record on 
national security threats. 
He mentioned an "expand- 
ed briefing programme" for 
senior officials at the Trea- 
sury. the National Econom- 
ic Council and the White 
House Council of Econom- 
ic Advisers. 

Also, the head of the 
National Intelligence 
Council, which pools the 
work of the CIA and its sis- 
ter spy outfits, and die 
national intelligence officer 
for economics have insti- 
tuted periodic meetings 
with key economic policy- 
makers "to focus collection 
and analysis on key eco- 
nomic policy' issues:” 

Mr. Deutch also disclosed 
that he had named a per- 
sonal representative to the 
office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR), 


which leads U.S. negotia- 
tions with other countries 
on trade, direct investment 
and commodity policy. 

Mr. Deutch upgraded his 
link to the USTR late last 
year “to bolster intelligence 
support and make sure we 
ate focused on what the 
USTR’s specific needs 
are," spokesman Mark Ma- 
nsfield said. He declined to 
name the person, citing 
CIA policy. 

Mr. Deutch and his pre- 
decessors have always 
insisted they would not use 
U.S. spies to help Ameri- 
can business gain a com- 
petitive advantage. Instead, 
they have said, they alert 
policymakers when foreign 
firms use bribery to win 
contracts from U.S. com- 
petitors and monitor threats 
to international financial 
stability and U.S. interests. 

“We do not do industrial 
espionage” Mr. Deutch 
said last August, although 
alleged U.S. spying to help 
trade negotiators has 
already plunged the United 
States into hot water with 
Japan and France. 

Japan formally asked the 
State Department in Octo- 
ber to comment on reports 
that U.S. spies eaves- 
dropped on Japanese nego- 
tiators during auto-parts 
talks last year. Assistant 
Secretary of State Winston 
Lord replied that the Unit- 
ed States did not comment 
on intelligence matters but 
valued its close ties to 
Japan and had no desire to 
harm them. 

In February last year. 


France, which Mr. Deutch 
recently said was among a 
handful of countries inv- 
olved in "extensive” eco- 
nomic espionage against 
the United Stales, asked for 
the recall of five Ameri- 
cans. four of them listed as 
diplomats, for allegedly 
trying to bribe French offi- 
cials to uncover world trade 
talk positions. The Ameri- 
cans left. 

But current and former 
CIA officials drew a sharp 
contrast between what they 
say the VS. intelligence 
community is doing in this 
sphere and covert opera- 
tions of the type they 
accuse French and other 
spy services of mounting 
against Washington. 

"The critical difference is 
that this is infor mati on in 
support of U.S. policymak- 
ing, not commercial or 
industrial espionage." said 
Robert Gates, who began 
shifting the CIA' s post-cold 
war focus toward economic 
issues as _ director from 
November ‘1991 to January 
1993. 

"That stands in contrast 
to the activities of 20 or 
more foreign intelligence 
services which are target- 
ted, not on the U.S. govern- 
ment policymaking pro- 
cess, but on U.S. industry, 
with a view to stealing pro- 
prietary technologies, con- 
tract information and other 
things that make them 
competitive in a deal-by- 
deal sense." Mr. Gates 
added in a telephone inter- 
view. 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Asia is expected to lose 
many of its businesses to 
the West over the next 10 
years because of a scarci- 
ty of skilled labour, 
according to a report. 

"The next decade will 
not see Asia develop any- 
thing close to the depth of 
skilled labour, particular- 
ly in services, that exists 
in most developed West- 
ern societies,” according 
to the report by the Hong 
Kong-based Political and 
Economic Risk Consul- 
tancy Ltd. (PERC). 

It predicted that many 
Asians who had devel- 
oped skills would chose to 
move to the West rather 
than work in the region's 
“more congested environ- 
ment" and consequently, 
the cost for skilled labour 
will be bid up in Asia rel- 
ative to elsewhere in the 
world. 

“Talcing a 10-year view, 
the most significant shift 
in business may not be 
from one Asian country to 
another but from Asia to 
countries like Australia. 
Ireland, Canada and the 
U.S..” PERC said in the 
report, “Asia in the Year 
2006.” 

It pointed out that the 
four countries were now 
more cost-effective 
providers of labour skills 
that will be increasingly 
in demand in Asia. 

“These are value-added 
skills that really differen- 
tiate ‘developed' from 
‘developing’ status, and in 
this sense Asia is likely to 
fall further behind the 


Steve Forbes backs radical overhaul of IMF 


West instead of narrowing 
the gap through sustained 
high rates of real econom- 
ic growth ” PERC said. 

The report also said that 
it would be increasingly 
difficult for places like 
Singapore and Hong Kong 
to stake out a value-added 
role for themselves. 

This was because neigh- 
bouring countries were 
trying to develop certain 
skills internally while 
technology eliminates dis- 
tance obstacles for more 
cost-effective competi- 
tors, it said. 

PERC said an average 
office in Hong Kong and 
Singapore a decade from 
now was likely to have 
more computers than peo- 
ple. 

“The people who do 
staff the offices will rely 
for back-room support not 
on their internal resources 
or those elsewhere in the 
region but on skill pools 
in much more distant 
locations," it said. 

PERC said the two sin- 
gle most important 
shapers of the business 
environment in Asia in the 
medium term will be tech- 
nology and new forms of 
intra-regional competi- 
tion. 

It said modern technolo- 
gy would clash with 
entrenched monopolies 
and cartels in Asia, adding 
that technology could 
make many economic lib- 
eralisation measures irrel- 
evant. 

For example, foreign 
banks may not need 
branches in China or 
Thailand when they can 
do some of the most prof- 


itable business over the 
Internet, outflanking gov- 
ernment regulatory 

authorities altogether, it 
said. 

As companies become 
more global in nature and 
technology breaks down 
the traditional walls of 
business, governments 
would find their powers 
increasingly challenged 
by “borderless" forces 
with which they could nor 
negotiate, the report said. 

“Failure to let in this 
technology can put an 
entire economy at a fatal 
competitive disadvantage, 
yet the inability to effec- 
tively regulate the same 
technology will pose a 
threat to what many gov- 
ernments in Asia consider 
to be their legitimate 
authority,” it said. 

PERC also predicted a 
new type of competition 
for Asia in which "the 
winners and losers were 
not determined so much 
by cost and quality crite- 
ria but by domestic mar- 
ket leverage." 

"In such a world, the 
most efficient company in 
Hong Kong can stand no 
competitive chance 

against a much less effi- 
cient company from 
China if the Chinese com- 
pany can call all of China 
its market, but the Hong 
Kong company is locked 
out from the same mar- 
ket," it said. 

There were already 
early hints of such kind of 
clout and “this is likely to 
become much more of a 
region-wide concern 
within-'the next 10 years," 
PERC said. 


SAN DIEGO (R) — 
Unsuccessful Republican 
presidential candidate Steve 
Forbes has called for 
“junking" the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), say- 
ing it had' wrecked nations 
■like. Mexico and Russia 
with its austere economic 
policies. 

Mr. Forbes likened the 
IMF to doctors 200 years 
ago who tried to cure 
patients with blood-sucking 
leeches. 

"That of course got rid of 
the pain and suffering 
because it got rid of the 
patient," Mr. Forbes told a 
forum sponsored by private 
conglomerate Koch Indus- 


tries Inc of Wisconsin. 

“You can't ' sue an 
international agency for 
malpractice but at least we 
can get rid of the doctors 
who are guilty of botching 
' these operations." he added. 

Mr. Forties called for 
“junljjgg^t^jtemly radical- 
ly overhauling*’ the IMF. 

Established after the 
World War H to help coun- 
tries with struggling 
economies, the IMF lends 
tens of billions of dollars 
each year. To qualify for the 
credits, nations must follow 
tough anti-inflationary eco- 
nomic policies that the IMF 
sees as a prerequisite for 
their return to economic 


health. 

The fund is no stranger to 
criticism, but it often comes 
from the left side of the 
political spectrum, not the 
right. Left-wing critics have 
.attacked: the IMF for advo- 
eating overly sjnngent poli- 


cies, accusing it of forcing 
nations to cut back on 
spending to help the poor. 

Mr. Forbes contend the 
IMF stifles economic 
growth by not supporting 
-tax cuts and other pro- 
r grbwth policies, y 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Kami Arnold and Mike ArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour oreftnary words. 


I Madame— you are 
beauUuUdMnk. 


THE BETTER HALF •* By Glasbergen 



THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Ecstatic 
5 Greatest amount 
9 Egged 

14 Wide-mouthed 
jar 

15 Sheltered 

16 Singer Judd 

17 Astringent 

18 Window part 

19 Defeat 
decisively 

20 Clerical item 

23 "My Gaf — " 

24 Hi-fi 

25 Climb 

27 List ender 
30 Kitchen gadget 
33 Indistinct 
37 Bum the surface 
of 

39 TV part 

40 Large land mass 

41 Type of letter or 
saw 

4 2 School letters 

43 Rendezvous 

44 Throng 

45 Inquired 

46 Convince 
48 — -do-well 
50 "Le Nozze di 

Figaro" 

52 Radiation 
devices 

57 Summer need 
59 Necktie feature, 
sometimes 
62 Mountain crest 

64 Singing pair 

65 Lazily 

66 Tolerated 

67 Fleuret 

68 Soothe 

69 Pavilions 
—70 Transmit 

7T — majesty 

DOWN ■-... 

1 laughs heartily "" 

2 Parcel out 

3 Feather 

4 Daughter of 
David 

5 Team charm? ' 

6 Hodgepodge 

7 Vend 


It 12 13 14 


|9 110 (11 |t 2 {i 3 


IWi 


“My favorite activities are channel 
surfing, Internet surfing and 
calorie, surfing!” 


ROIVS '■ 


etaHTfcM Wi SbTtta. me 

ai 


DYNAB 


INFFUM 


CUTLED 


Print answer hem :\ 


WH^4 HE TURNEp 
ON THE PHONY 
CHARM SHE WAS 


Now arrange foe coded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's I Ambles: CHAOS SNACK LIQUID WEDGED 
I .Answer: That duck was good at — WISE QUACKS 


Peanuts 


1 34 (35 1 36 


28 

|37 


Ran [48 


'LISTEN TO \ ’ 
JHIS, SPIKE J 2 


''TROOPSHIP 'LEVIATHAN' ‘'65,000 SOLDIERS AT \f MT NOSE 
DOCKS AT BREST... CAMP P0NTANEAEN • IV FEELS UJARM . 


10,000 ABOARD.. HAVE THE FLU" I* 
4,000 HAVE THE FLU" W gp- I 


Did ® 




|53 154 155 156 


Andy Capp 


© l® 9 ® Trtoune Meda Services. Inc 
A]l rights reserved 


8 Relates 

9 Open a gift 

10 College cheer 

11 Part of a certain 
lamp 

12 Lazarus or 
Bovary 

13 Government 
representative: 
abbr. 

21 Lack 

22 Baby oak 

26 *— have peace" 
(Ulysses S. 
Grant) 

28 Tennis great 

29 Find out 
31 Fashion 

magazine 
’-32.. Enjoy a novel 
33 '*T Remember— 1 " 

34 Appfifes'- - -'*> — . 

35 Gets soused 

36 Consume 

38 General's gofer 
41 Darling: Fr. 

45 Sandarac tree 


□□□□□ □□□□□ 

QQQQGE QQdaaa 

□ebbqub □□□□□□□ 

SOD QQEJBQQD DEID 
□□HD DDDDH DODD 
DBQDD QBB □□□□□ 
□□QUOU □□□□□□ 
ODD □□□ 
□□□□DO □□□□□□ 

□□ODD □□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ PQEQ 

ana obdqeibq □□□ 
□QDDDQD QDODQBD 
□□□□□□ QI 1QBBQ 
□□□□a HCfflBD 



019MU&M 

061 BYSVHC*>nON*TCtmAWAl NORTH 

wancAsyncxTE ac 


WW/OH ] 
► WWVDKM 
>OU HAVE 

TOMAWy 




f Gives you \ 
HowayTypes 
y A CHANCE- J 

7 "EH/ r-rfS 



47 Marries again 
49 Overacted 
*53 Mountain range 
oTSouth— 
America 

53 Know-how 

54 Clothe 

55 Croissants 


56 Class 

57 Eat nothing 

58 Comedian 
Johnson 

60 Easily deceived 
one 

61 Noticed 
63 Youngster 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

S WU-’ibO WWVE MV T PANG Of£ 
OVER THIS BRIDGE JTGUCKfCl 
I M W-K AUWG K WHY? 

ND BANG ON 




.a,;- ... ^ 


GOT TWO'' X GOTTA KEEP 'EM ^ 

Tons of 'Aung flying while we rFrmil 

CHICKENS ON C^AefiOSS THE 

this five- , ©feu. v * »"\ limit! 


gw . • 1 






Study: 
Foreign 
investors 
shun Arab 
Gulf 

markets 

MANAMA l AFP) — Ref- 
orms in several Arab Gulf 
countries have so far failed 
to attract foreign investors, 
a Bahrain -based offshore j 
bank has said calling for 
more liberalisation and 
better market regulation. 

-Gulf stock markets 
have attracted less than 
one per cent of the foreign 
private capital invested in 
developing countries, 
according to a study by the 
Bahrain International 
Bank. 

It said Oman and Bah- 
rain have taken measures 
to ease restrictions on for- 
eign investment* but Gulf 
countries need to go fur- 
ther in terms of liberalisa- 
tion, to improve regulation 
and allow independent 
market studies. 

horoscope 

. FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY, AUGUST 

19. 1996 ^ 

By Thomas 5. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Fighter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) This is a good 
day to hunt around for 
artistic pieces to make 
your home more charming. 
Later tonight be careful of 
shadv persons. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Sunday pursuits 
can bring happiness during 
the daytime today but steer 
clear of a disagreement 
with your mate in the 
evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Concentrate on 
improving jrour image at 
this time and develop your 
character in right channels. 
Steer clear of one who can 
be sarcastic. 

MOON CHILDREN. 
(June 22 to July 21) Be 
happy with your mate 
today at recreations which . 
you both enjoy, but later m 
tonight rest up and plan the 
new week well. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can have inspiring 
and worthwhile talks with 
partners today whose ideas 
are different to your own, 
but stick to your own 
beliefs. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan those 
activities which most 
please you during the day- 
time today which will 
make the days ahead 
brighter, but avoid dull 
tasks tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Go out early 
today with friends and 
have a happy time with 
them. In the evening, get to 
work on some project you 
started recently. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) Be happy 
with your family today and 
tonight fix up your home 
as you want it to be. Plan 
for the next coming days 
activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decern- A 
her 21) Get into amuse- ™ 
ments which make you 
feel happy and alive today, 
but later tonight drive with 
care on the highway and 

S'? 1 ^ r P.°i sib,e accidents. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20 ) Study 
now to. improve your 
financial status today and 
ffimk in a more modem 
B ® f mgal later 
yo Ur assets. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
o February 19) Pursue 
what you most want in a 
positive and sure manner 
oday. and it is yours, then 
take it easy later tonight 

pj?r£c r ! ° Ved ones - g 
(Februar y 20 to 
March - 0 ) You are inspired 
early tins morning how to 
y° ur aspirations so 
cany through quickly for 
best results to follow by 
later this evening. • * 0 

Birthstone of August; 

Peridot — Goldeo 

Quartz 
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Business & Finance 

* Wave of mergers sweeps U.S. electricity, gas sectors 
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V..;-- NEW YORK (AFP) — 
:.* r ‘ After decades of regulation 
and stagnation, a wave of 
mergers is sweeping com- 
: ■'/; panics in the electricity sec- 
: rr tor of the U.S. economy, 

. which are increasingly join- 
ing forces with natural ga$ 
companies. 

: /. “Market and regulatory 

forces are changing the 
■ industry landscape to a 
* more competitive environ- 
meat." said Don Jordan, 
chairman and chief execu- 
:: rive officer of Houston 

Industries, the United 
’ States' ninth-largest electric 
; ' a company. 

r “In addition, the electrici- 

ty and natural gas markets 
are converging" said Mr. 
r : r Jordan of the trend affect- 
... ; ing the market, which has 
seen several important such 
mergers this year. 

;:| UAE f 

steps up 
; ammonia 
output 
to face 
* demand 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), a key. OPEC mem- 
ber, has boosted its produc- 
tion of ammonia to face 
growing domestic and for- 
eign demand, an official 
report has said . 

After a brief shutdown 
for maintenance, ammonia 
output by the Abu Dhabi 
Fertilizers Company (Fer- 
|til) increased to 1.2S1 
tonnes per day from the 
designed capacity of 1,050 
tonnes. Fertil said in its 
monthly bulletin. 

Fertil officials said pra-r 
duction was raised to cater 
for growing consumption 
by the local and external 
markets, mainly China. 

China is already the top 
importer of the UAE’s fer- 
tilizers, including ammonia 
and urea, and is planning to 
buy crude from the Gulf 
country to meet a steady 
rise in demand that has 
turned it into a net oil 
importer. 

The government-owned 
Fertil, the UAE’s only fer- 
tilizers company, also pro- 
duces a similar quantity of 
urea at its Ruwais plant 
near Abu Dhabi city. 

Abu Dhabi, the biggest 
and wealthiest emirate in 
the UAE, is also planning 
to set up petrochemical 
industries to tap its huge 
gas reserves of around 5.7 
trillion cubic metres (190 
trillion cubic feet). 


The third this year was 
the announcement of 
Houston Industries’ plans to 

purchase Noram Energy 

the thiTd largest natural gas 
distributor in the United 

States — for $3.8 billion. 

Consolidation within the 
electricity sector proper 
continued with the 
announcement of a $2.2 bil- 
lion merger of two east- 
coast electricity producers. 
Atlantic Energy and Del- 
marva Power and Light 

Deregulation of the gas 
sector began during the 
19S0s, leading to the cre- 
ation of some very large gas 
pipeline operators, and the 
electricity sector now feels 
similar impulses. 

'J.S. electricity produc- 
tion. entirely in the hands of 
the private sector, remains 
very fragmented and regu- 


lated. 

Last year, the country had 
198 private electric compa- 
nies, operating under the 
supervision of 51 state- 
level regulatory agencies. 

Each at its own pace, the 
regulatory agencies have 
begun working toward 
deregulation with the goal 
of lowering prices and mak- 
ing the industry more com- 
petitive. That process has 
launched the current wave 
of consolidation. 

Up to now, most of the 
consolidation has been 
designed to yield 
economies of scale — such 
as the S6.4 billion deal link- 
ing Baltimore Gas and 
Electric to Potomac Elec- 
tric Power — rather than 
diversification. 

Deregulation and the 
development of a competi- 


tive wholesale market allow 
industrial users to diversify 
their suppliers and choose 
the lowest prices. 

This has led some produc- 
ers to begin a process of 
vertical integration with the 
natural gas industry, whose 
product is a traditionally 
cheap source of energy. 

Last month, Enron — the 
country's largest natural gas 
company — agreed to 
acquire Portland General 
Electric Company for $3.2 
billion. 

Early this year the Texas 
Utilities Electric Company 
decided to acquire- natural 
gas producer Enserch for 
$1.7 billion. 

According to Wall Street 
Journal, Cinergy — the 
Cincinnati, Ohio-based 
electric company — is dis- 
cussing possible mergers 


with two of the country’s 
largest natural-gas pipeline 
companies. 

The electricity market is 
particularly ripe for consol- 
idation: While the average 
price for a kilowatt/hour is 
4.5 cents, some very large 
industrial users pay less 
than two cents for it. 

Conversely, household 
users sometimes pay as 
much as 16 cents during 
high-demand periods. 

Until now, natural gas and 
electricity deregulation has 
largely been limited to 
wholesale markets, but it is 
liberalisation of the domes- 
tic market for these two 
utilities — $300 billion of 
cumulative earnings — that 
offers the most attractive 
possibilities for synergies, 
according to experts. 
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PAST 12 
HI CHI 


250.000 
3,800 
1.310 
2.700 
5.75C 
3.040 
1.240 
4.180 
4-160 
4 . ISO 
3.520 
3.090 
5.030 
l.ftBO 


205.000 

3.000 
.080 

2.120 
4.250 
2.600 
.900 
3-300 
1.700 
3.030 
2.340 
.240 
4. BOO 

1.000 


COWJUET'S SAME 


RBftB 8JUCK 
HUNK or JORDAH 
MID. BAST XHV.IK. . 
INDUSTRIAL DXV.BX. 
£HK HHOSUIG HE. 
iTOK. KUWAIT BAPK 
JOR-GCLf UJUIK 
JOT, ISLAMIC BANK 
DMKffl HK.&AV. UV. 
JOT.XHV.FIX.BAHX 
BBXT.AXr-tai. (BHIXHA) 
HiftW BABE 121V. 

ARAB BMtEXXG 00. 
ra 3 XAccr..x»v.u, 


OTZK CLOU CKXSCO 

rarcs raxes 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


XHDBCi 171.87 


2.380 9.870 
4.410 4.000 
2.910 2.150 
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XBDSZt 120.14 teBBi -O.S0 


JOfl . KL5CTRX0 8UR. 

10.4 

8.00 

XEBJD BXBCTRXCm 

9.2 

7.14 
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16.3 

3.13 
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0.00 
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0.00 
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1.260 
3.770 
3. 550 
5.M0 
IQ. 550 
3.750 
8.180 
8.180 
6.450 
2.560 
a. ooo 
5.800 
.740 
1.500 
1.210 
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3.600 

1.600 
2.180 
1.B2D 
3.300 
2-100 
1.730 
3.460 
1.490 
2.120 
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ARAB 9SABH.CHXH. 
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OMXV. M0DM.XMM. 
job. moa.axBtxBau 
JOB. BE* CASKS CO. 

ITT. -847 MBJU1V WEAK 
INTL. TOBACOO 
UNION CH. G VK. 
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3.88 
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3.54 
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0.00 

9 
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27.9 

0.00 
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x A review «if rths iciini tht* Arable* 

Malaysia likely to offer jobs to Jordanian 
doctors , engineers, nurses and teachers 


** MALAYSIA IS expected to absorb a 
large number of Jordanian engineers, doc- 
tors and teachers with university degrees, 
Jordan’s ambassador to Malaysia, Indone- 
sia, Brunei and Singapore said in a lecture 
at Rotary Philadelphia club. 

Ambassador Loay Kh ashman said 300 
Jordanian engineers have been initially 
hired to work in Malaysia and soon the 
opportunity will be open to doctors and 
nurses to work in that country. Malaysia 
has sought the employment of 500 Jordan- 
ian nurses, the ambassador said. 

He referred to the cooperation in tourism 
between the two countries and noted that a 
meeting was held recently between 18 Jor- 
danian tourism companies and their 
Malaysian counterparts. 

Mr. Kh ashman indicated that 10,000 


Malaysian tourists visited Jordan for a day 
or two last year before moving on to occu- 
pied Jerusalem or Saudi Arabia to perform 
Omra. He pointed out that tourism is con- 
sidered a very' profitable area for Jordani- 
ans and that there are 10 Jordanian 
tourism companies operating in Malaysia. 

The ambassador said that transportation 
was still a problem for trade between 
Indonesia and Jordan as uir transport was 
costly and maritime serv ices were not reg- 
ular. However, he added, there is a plan for 
a joint project between the two countries 
to organise a sea line as at present all 
transport operations are carried out 
through Singapore and not directly 
through Indonesian companies tAl 
Aswaq). 


IPA completes study on restructuring 
in lending and investment institutions 


** THE INSTITUTE for Public Adminis- 
tration (IPA) has completed a study on 
restructuring a number of lending* and 
investment institutions to improve their 
efficiency and avoid work duplicity in pro- 
viding services in order to save public 
funds. According to Zuhair Kayed, the 
director-general of the institute, the study 
is to be reviewed soon by the Council of 
Ministers after being submined to the 
prime ministry by the Ministry of Admin- 


; REUTERS ^ 


istrative Development. Upon the approval 
of the Cabinet on the first stage of this 
study, a plan will be agreed on a specific 
mechanism for its implementation. The 
institutions are: The Orphans’ Fund, the 
Jordan Investment Corporation, the 
Employment and Development Fund, the 
Agricultural Credit Corporation, the Cities 
and Villages Development Bank, the 
National Aid Fund and the Zakat Fund (A1 
Aswaq). 
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US Dollar 
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Mid-East Currencies 


Brent 75 2145 

w 

Bony 21.75 21^45 

Tputtt ; ..'iww., 

ULC« 207 JO 203J0 
Metal Price* 

I Cold (ox's) I 38U I 


SARiyal 
AE'DIrham 
KW Dinar 

CY Pound 


04666 
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Currency Deposit Rales (Bid) 


USD 5JZ8 SJ7 5JS 5.85 5.78 

GBP! '571 " 5-56 5.75 5JJ1 5J4 

JPY OJ52 0.43 OjSQ 0.62 0.73 

DEM ' 3.06 3.06 3J6 3.12 3.1R 

FRF 3JG 3.85 4.00 4.02 4.06 

CHF 2.06 270 2.12 2.25 2.44 

ITL' 6.70 8J8 8,48- 6J8 677 

“ JOD Cross Rates 
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Sugar (S/ton) 

| ’ Wb'cat '(Sftwi) 

Soya (e/lbs) ^ 

5 Tea tygfkgi* 

BaHey (5/bsh) 
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;:r-'i465 
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1.0951 
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DE Mark 

04738 
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CH Franc 

0.5849 
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JP Yen 

0.8565 
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04222 

420: "j- . 
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0.4655 


1 Source: Ccniral Bank or Jordan. 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop§ 
6th circle, Amman . 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rahia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 ) 


patfaurtie 
Sottfid & Sdltnuil 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1 A.M 
Td. 857199 
Fax 898537 

TT rera TTtT»P*" a 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


OTUMOI^HS 

P rofe ssional QuaHtyj in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and get- 

• JUMBO phot* 
tbn 30% imrgmr 




Shmetsam ^ Opp. Crindkyi 
Bank. Phone: SM 042 
Swefieh rcl: 823891 | 


CFOM1 HOTS. 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 

• TENNIS COURT ■ 
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Davenport stuns Graf; 
Huber reaches Acura final 


MANHATTAN BEACH, 
California (AP) — Lindsay 
Davenport, playing the best 
tennis of her career this 
summer, made Steffi Graf 
her latest big-name victim. 

Davenport surprised the 
world’s co-No. 1 player 6-3, 
6-3 in the Acura Classic 
semifinals Saturday, hand- 
ing Graf her first loss in the 
United States since No- 
vember 1994. 

Anke Huber, a 22-year- 
old tabbed as the German 
successor to Graf, held off 
No. 7 Karina Habsudova of 
Slovakia 7-6 (7-31. 6-3 in 
the other semifinal. Huber, 
the second seed, has beaten 
Davenport once in six ca- 
reer meetings. 

"I don't know if it's sunk 
in yet. It means so much to 
me that I was able to really 
pull it out,” Davenport said 
of her first victory over Graf 
in five career meetings. 

“She is the greatest player 
probably that's ever lived 
and I'll always have this no 
matter what happens.” 

Davenport also has the 
title of Olympic champion. 
Two weeks ago, she strung 
together victories over Hu- 
ber, Iva Majoli. Mary Joe 
Fernandez and Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario in Atlanta to 
win the gold medal. 

“The Olympics gave me a 
lot of confidence that I 
could break through and 
win a match against one of 
the top players when I beat 
Arantxa,” she said. 

Davenport, ranked 10th in 
the world, lost a three-setter 


to Graf at Indian Wells, 
California, in February and 
had match point against co- 
No. 1 Monica Seles earlier 
this year. 

“It's very nice to finally 
get one under ray belt,” she 
said. 

Huber led 5-1 before Hab- 
sudova won five straight 
games to tie the first set. 
Huber tossed her racket on 
the ground in disgust, and 
Habsudova went on to take 
a 6-5 lead. Huber held serve 
to force the tiebreaker, 
which she dominated 7-3. 

Huber broke serve in the 
sixth and eighth games for a 
5-3 lead in the second set 
Habsudova netted a back- 
hand service return on 
match point to send huber 
into her third final on the 
WTA Tour this year. 

Graf hardly resembled a 
pro who is in her record 
345th week as the world's 
top-ranked women's player. 

Her vaunted forehand 
consistently missed the 
mark, either heading 
straight into the net or land- 
ing well beyond the base- 
line. She appeared angry at 
herself, an emotion Graf 
rarely displays on court. 

T couldn't really get 
myself up to fight for every 
point because I just kept 
missing them early,” she 
said. “I tried but it felt like I 
had no timing.'' 

Graf lost for just the 44th 
time in 10 years. Her last 
previous straight-set defeat 
was 6-4, 6-4 to Mary Pierce 
in the Virginia Slims Cham- 


Sampras, Ivanisevic 
reach Indianapolis final 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Top-seeded Pete Samp- 
ras and second seed 
Jh , ; Goran Ivanisevic of 
* Croatia both displayed 
| airtight g^jo^s in Satur- 

I day's semifinals to set up 

a sizzling showdown in 
the final of the $1 million 
RCA Championships. 

World number one 
Sampras reached his first 
final since winning the 
Japan open in April with 
a routine 6-1 6-4 victory 
over 1 3th-seeded Boh- 
dan Ulihrach of the 
Czech Republic. 

Playing in his second 
successive Indy semifi- 
nal. the seventh-ranked 
Ivanisevic played flaw- 
less tennis to trounce 
fifth-seeded and I5tb- 
ranked Todd Martin 6-2 
6-4. 

Both Sampras and 
Ivanisevic started the 
year strong, but slowed 
down considerably as the 
season advanced. 

Sampras won all four 
tournament finals he has 
contested this year, but 
the last one was was five 
months ago. Since May. 
he has been grappling 
with the death of his 
coach. Tun Gullikson. 
from brain cancer. 

T haven't played a lot 
. of tennis over the past 
couple of months and I 
feel like my form has 
gotten better each time 
I’ve played.” Sampras 
said. 

T am in a good groove, 
serving pretty well and 
things are looking very 
good. I needed some 
matches going into the 
U.S. Open in a week’s 
time, so it will be nice to 
win here and go in there 
with a lot of confidence.” 

Ivanisevic won four 
titles at the beginning of 
the year and was in three 
other finals, but the sea- 
son started to change for 
the Croatian when he 
was forced to retire from 


the Lipton Champion- 
ships final in March with 
a stiff neck. 

Sampras holds a nar- 
row 7-6 career edge over 
Ivanisevic, who won 
their last encounter in the 
semifinals at Lipton. 

“There’s not a whole 
lot of strategy when you 
play Goran,” Sampras 
said. ‘'You just try and 
get his serve back. It’s 
the best serve I've ever 
played against.” 

Ulihrach, the only 

player to enter the semi- 
finals without dropping a 
set, is known as a clay 
court specialist and was 
making his first semifi- 
nal appearance in a hard- 
court event and his first 
semifinal showing in the 
United States. 

Sampras had lost to 
Ulihrach in their only 
previous match played at 
this year’s ATP Tour 
World Team Cup in May 
— Sampras's first clay 
court match of the sea- 
son. 

But the Czech failed to 
deliver in the end, yield- 
ing a pair of service 
breaks in each set and 
falling victim to Samp- ( 
ras's powerful serve at 
the other end. 

Ivanisevic, who has 
served 63 aces this week 
and 99S this year, had 11 
aces against Martin. He 
won 23 of 24 points on 
the first serves he suc- 
cessfully got in. 

“As soon as I started to 
serve good in the begin- 
ning of the match. I 
knew it was going to be a 
good match for me,” 
Ivanisevic said. “I was 
very confident" 


pionships in November 
1994. 

She hadn't dropped a set 
in three prior matches this 
week, her first appearance 
at Manhattan Beach since 
winning here in 1987. That 
victory propelled Graf into 
the No. 1 spot for the first 
time. 

“I didn’t have a lot of con- 
fidence in my shots and 
that's why I’m frustrated,” 
she said. 

Graf brushed off a ques- 
tion about the condition of 
her back, claiming the 
chronic pain due to a bone 
spur didn't bother her. She 
was playing her first tourna- 
ment since winning a sev- 
enth Wimbledon title in 
July. 

Yet it was obvious Graf 
wasn't getting to balls she 
usually puts away. 

“All week long. I haven’t 
been able to do what I'm 
used to,” she said. “I have 
not a really good feel for my 
forehand. I’m playing it 
more safe than going for it.” 

Davenport noticed Graf* s 
lack of mobility, and pro- 
mptly took advantage. The 
6-foot- 2 (1.57 metre), 165- 
pounder (75 kilogrammes) 
from nearby Newport 
Beach smashed shots deep 
past the service line and 
fearlessly attacked Graf* s 
forehand on the fast court. 

“A lot of times she got 
them late and mis-timed a 
lot of forehands, which was 
a huge advantage," Daven- 
port said. “When that fore- 
hand's on, she’s pretty 


unbeatable.” 

Davenport, who once had 
one of the tour’s weaker 
serves, aced Graf to put 
away the first set. 6-3. after 
earning service breaks in 
the fourth and sixth games. 

Davenport broke Graf’s 
service to open the second 
set, then served out the sec- 
ond game at 40-love to take 
a 2-0 lead. It was one of 
four service games Daven- 
port won without loss of a 
point 

Graf battled to hold serve 
in the fifth game, surviving 
two deuces to trail 3-2. But 
Davenport's strategy of at- 
tacking the net paid off with 
a backhand volley winner 
that gave her a 4-2 advan- 
tage. 

The German held once 
more at 4-3. Then Daven- 
port won seven of the last 
eight points to claim victo- 
ry- 

Graf double-faulted to set 
up match point. On the final 
point, Davenport’s shot 
ticked the net and rattled 
Graf, who sent a forehand 
wide into the comer. 

Davenport, seemingly 
startled, looked up at her 
mother, sister, brother-in- 
law and coach in the stands. 

“When it happenend, I 
didn't quite think it hap- 
pened. I was like, ‘oh my 
God, the ball went out,’” 
she said. T was kind of in 
shock there for a couple 
moments.” 


O’Brien takes another 
giant step to advance 
to New Haven final 


NEW HAVEN, Connec- 
ticut (R) — Alex 

O’Brien, a wild card 
entry whO> started the 
year with a distant 210 
ranking, gained the 
final of the Pilot Pen 
International Tennis 
Tournament Saturday 
night 

O’Brien made the 
championship round 
for the first time in his 
six-year pro career with 
a tense 7-6 (7-4) 6-7 (7- 
4) 6-4 victory over 14th- 
seeded Mark Philip- 
poussis of Australia. 

The 26-year-old Texan 
will face lOth-seeded 
Jan Siemerink of the 
Netherlands in Sun- 
day’s battle for the 
$150,000 first prize. 
Siemerink advanced 
with a 6-3 3-6 6-3 deci- 
sion over fourth seed 
Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa. 

“It was a long, hard 
battle hot I came 
through in a lot of 
dutch situations and 
I’m really happy about 
that,” said O’Brien, 
who beat Philippoussis 
in straight sets in 
Cincinnati a week ago. 

O’Brien, a national 
collegiate champion 
while at Stanford, won 
it by breaking Philip- 
poussis’s cannon ser- 
vice in the first game of 
the third set. At 30-40, 
Philippoussis lobbed 
past the baseline and 
that was the only open- 
ing the American need- 
ed. It also marked the 
only service break of 
the match. 

The players battled 
through the first two 
sets, which took nearly 
two hours to play. 

In the first, the fear- 
less O’Brien overcame 
double break point situ- 
ations in the fourth and 
10th games. Finally, in 


the tiebreaker, 

O’Brien’s backhand 
placement gave him a 
mini-break at 3-2 and 
he was able to run out 
the set by winning his 
remaining service 
points. 

In the second set, 
Philippoussis nailed a 
forehand cross court for 
a 5-3 opening in the sec- 
ond tiebreaker, then 
used his serve to dose it 
out and even the match. 

Philippoussis had 
made the semifinals by 
beating third-seeded 
Jim Courier and sixth- 
seeded Marc Rosset 
O’brien advanced with 
a straight-set quarterfi- 
nal upset of top-seeded 
French Open champion 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

“I just believe I can 
win now,” said O’Brien. 
“I’m playing some 
quality tennis.” 

The 26-year-old Sie- 
merink, looking for his 
second singles title of 
the year, overcame five 
break points at 3-3 in 
the third set before 
charging through to 
victory. 

Ferreira, ranked 10th 
in the world, had the 
Dutchman in a 0-40 
hole in the crucial sev- 
enth game of the final 
set The Dutchman 
fought back to deuce, 
but Ferreira held two 
more break points 
before yielding. 

“I had my chances but 
he came up with some 
big shots and he also 
got very lucky at 
times,” said Ferreira. 



SCENES 
FROM THE 
PARALYMPIC 
GAMES 


Heinz Frei of Swit- 
zerland (above) 
moves ahead of his 
competitors in the 
800 metre mens T52 
semifinal heat Satur- 
day during the 10th 
Paralympic Games 
in Atlanta. Frei, who 
holds the world re- 
cord in the 800m, fin- 
ished the heat with 
the fastest time, 
1:43.54. (Left);, Bin 
Hou of the Pegple’s 
Republic of China 


leaps to clear the 
high jump bar at a 
world record 1.92 
metres to earn the 
gold medal Saturday 
in Atlanta (Reuter 
photo) 


Egypt guards disabled athletes to prevent defections 


CAIRO. (AFP) — Egypt has clamped 
strict security measures on its disabled 
athletes at the Paralympic Games in 
Atlanta after die disappearance of two 
of its athletes during the Olympics, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

The government daily AI Gomhuriya 
said the Egyptian team “has taken dra- 
conian security measures to prevent 


the disabled athletes from defecting,” 
without giving further details. 

Two Egyptians — wrestler 
Mustapha Abdul Hareth and handball 
player Ahmad Al Awadi — opted to 
stay on in the United States during the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta last month. 

According to Al Akhbar newspaper, 
Abdul Hareth has joined a club in New 


York and is earning $5,000 a month, 
while Awadi has had less luck and is 
working as a waiter in an Italian 
restaurant in North Carolina. 

Egypt, which won no medals at the 
Olympics, is bopefiil of at least three 
golds from its disabled team during 
the Aug. 16-25 Paralympics. 


Foschi wins national 5-km open water race 


FORT LAUDERDALE. 
Florida (R) — Schoolgirl 
Jessica Foschi, after a 
year of legal battles, won 
ner first battle in the 
water at the U.S. Swim- 
ming National 5-kilome- 
tre Open Water Cham- 
pionship Saturday off 
Fort Lauderdale beach. 

Foschi, 15, of Old 
Brookville, New York, 
banned internationally 
for two years after testing 
positive for steroids last 
August at the National 
Championships, topped a 
strong women's field to 
win in one hour 14:33 
minutes, in only her sec- 
ond open water swim. 

The Atlantic Ocean 
course provided rough 


water for the 3.1 -mile 
test. 

Danny Chocron. 22, of 
Caracas, Venezuela, the 
10-km national runner- 
up, won the men’s title in 
1:10:06. 

For Foschi, the victory 
seemed a vindication af- 
ter a disappointing week 
at the nationals. Her best 
finish was sixth in 
Monday's 800 freestyle. 
She was ninth in the 
1,500 free. 

“I really was not happy 
at all with the way I 
swam at nationals,” said 
Foschi. “I ■ knew this 
would be more fun be- 
cause there's less pres- 
sure. I’m really glad to 
leave with at least one 


good swim.” 

FINA, the sport's inter- 
national governing body, 
banned her from all inter- 
national meets for two 
years after a hearing in 
Lausanne despite the 
American Arbitration 
Association’s absolving 
her of any sanctions in 
the United States. 

Foschi, who has denied 
any wrongdoing, . is not 
allowed to swim in the 
April 1997 FINA Short 
Course World Champion- 
ships in Goteburg, in 
World Cup meets or any 
other meet held outside 
the United States. 

Foschi finished fourth 
in the 800 freestyle at the 
Olympic trials in 8:41.61, 


ending her hopes of mak- 
ing the team. 

T think some thing s 
went wrong with my 
training, but that's not the 
only thing it was,” Foschi 
said. T think I'm feeling^ 
a Jot of the effects of 
what I went through last 
winter.” 

Following her lengthy 
and expensive legal bat- 
tles with U.S. sw immin g 
and FIN A, Foschi has 
one final appeal with the 
International Olympic 
Committee's Court of 
Sport Arbitration panel in 
Lausanne at a date still to 
be determined. 
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Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 
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Criville wins photo-finish 
Czech Motorcycle Grand Prix 

tRNO, Czech ReDuhli*- >k. . ... 
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BRNO, Czech Republic 
(AFP) — Spaniard Alex 
Criville won the Czech 
500cc motocycle Grand 
Prix here Sunday in a 
photo-finish, pushing his 
Honda 2/1000ths of second 
in front of teammate and 
two time world champion 
Michael Doohan of Aus- 
tralia. 

The Spaniard stole the 
laurels in the final metres of 
the 22-lap race, having 
gone into the final comer 
trailing Doohan. 

“I wasn’t sure I was the 
winner,” said Criville with 
a broad smile afterwards. 

For Doohan. who also 
came second in Austria, it is 
the second time in two 
weeks that he has been 
robbed of victory in the last 
lap by his teammate and the 
upset showed on his face. 

“I guess we have to be- 
lieve the lap times, they've 


got the final say/’ he said, 
with the photo-fmish defeat 
still sinking in. 

It would be nice to get 
out in front instead of this 
getting stuck behind and 
jostling for position.” he 
added. 

For ihe two riders' team, 
the one-two finish here 
secures Honda the 1996 
manufacturers’ title. 

And although Doohan 
still holds a commanding 
52 point lead in the Riders' 
Championship with only 
five events to go in the 16- 
race season, Criville has let 
the Australian know that he 
will be pushing right to the 
end. 

Criville’s performance 
was all the more impressive 
considering he had to fight 
his way back up the field 
after a poor start 

The 1993 superbike 
world champion Scott Rus- 


sell jumped to the lead on 
the second comer after 
charging his Suzuki 
through the ranks from the 
third row of the grid. 

But Doohan then took the 
lead on the seventh lap and 
it was soon a two-bike bat- 
tle between the Australian 
and Criville. 

While both the Honda rid- 
ers started the race on soft 
rear tyres to compensate for 
the lack of grip on the 
newly resurfaced track, 
Criville’s hard front tyre — 
against Doohan 's soft slick 
up front — appeared to 
help him pull larer into the 
comers to gain the edge on 
the exit. 

Among the race’s casual- 
ties was Japan's Norifumi 
Abe. who was unable to 
hold his line on the first lap 
and went riding into the 
gravel. Although he re- 
gained the track, the Ya- 


maha rider faced an uphill 
battle to work his way back 
from last. 

Last year's winner. Italian 
Luca Cadalora retired his 
Honda to the pits on the 
third lap. 

In the 250cc class, the 
“Roman emperor” Max 
Biaggi scored his third win 
in the Czech Grand Prix, 
pushing him to a 37 point 
lead in the overall Rider’s 
Championship. 

The Italian, who has dom- 
inated the class on an April- 
ia, could now secure his 
third championship title at 
the Imola Grand Prix on 
home-soil in two- weeks 
time. 

His compatriot, the new 
teenage sensation Valentino 
Rossi won his first ever 
championship race at 17- 
years old in die I25cc class 
on an Aprilia. 



Max Biaggi (1) of Italy rides his Aprilia to victory of the 250cc motorcvcle Czech Grand Prix in Brno Sunday. 
gi ndes in front of Olivier Jacque (19j of France who took the second place (Renter photo) 


Kocinski takes double superbike victory Ravanelli upstages Shearer in English league debut 


SENTUL, Indonesia (R ) — 
American John Kocinski 
won both world superbike 
races at Indonesia's Sentul 
Track Sunday to move from 
fourth to third in the cham- 
pionship table. 

The 28-year-old broke 
early in both races and eas- 
ily contained the opposition 
to take the chequered flag 
on his Ducari in 37 minutes 
1S.525 seconds in the first 
race and 37:10.159 in the 
second. 

New Zealand’s Aaron 
Slight on a Honda finished 
third in the first race and 
second in the second to 
leapfrog over Australian 
Troy Corser to the top of 
the championship standings 
after eight rounds. Slight 
clocked 37:25.827 and then 
37:14.854 seconds. 

World champion Carl Fo- 
garty. who switched from 
Ducati to Honda this year, 
and then 
third despite” taking pole 
position during qualifying 
Saturday. 



American John Kocinski moves his way around Indonesia's Sentul track Sunday dur- 
ing the world superbike races. Kocinski won both heats of the world championship 
round to move from fourth to third In the championship table. He won in a time of 37 
minutes 18.525 seconds in the first race and 37:10.159 in the second (Reuter photo) 


"There was a problem on 
a couple of occasions,”said 
the double world champion 
New Zealander, who is now 
fourth in the championship. 
“The throttle kept sticking 
wide open and believe me, 
it’s no joke when that hap- 
pens.” 


Corser, riding a Ducati, 
finished a disappointing 
sixth and fifth to slip to sec- 
ond overall after overshoot- 
ing a bend and falling in the 
second race While trying ito 
overtake Kocinski. 

The Australian resumed 
the race unhurt and Kocins- 


ki was quick to deny 
responsibility. 

“We got close but there 
was nothing intentional. I 
never touched him/’, he 

saidtfh*.!* - s < « 

-3RMF. ninth round rakes 
place in Sugo, Japan, on 
Aug. 25. 


LONDON (R) — Fabrizio Ravanelli spoiled the party for 
Alan Shearer Saturday. 

While the world’s costliest footballer was getting little 
change out of an Everton defence, Ravanelli was making 
meny on his Premier League debut for Middlesbrough with 
a hat-trick against Liverpool. 

It was a stunning performance by the Italian, one of a 
batch of foreigners who are plying their skills in the Eng- 
lish game this season. 

But the player who cost £7 million ($10.8 million) from 
Juventus — less than half the sum Newcastle parted with 
for Shearer — was philosophical about his instant stardom 
at Middlesbrough. 

“I am a professional and the goals will come," he said. “I 
never put a target on the number I will score. 

“The other players in the team are more important to me 
than goals. 

“It was a very interesting day but it would have been 
much better if we had won.” 

It took a late strike from Ravanelli to earn Middlesbrough 
a 3-3 draw with a Liverpool side intent on ending a six-year 
spell without a league title. 

Manager Bryan Robson was highly impressed with his 
new charge but warned: “Don’t expect him to produce 
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every week.” 

Leading British bookmakers were similarly impressed, 
slashing Ravanelli’s odds to 10-1 from 33-1 to finish as the 
Premier League’s leading scorer. 

Shearer still commands the shortest odds despite his less 
than auspicious start for Newcastle. 

And he has the strength of character to handle the pres- 
sure of expectation from a £1 5 million (S23.2 million) price 
tag. 

The pressure was on Shearer when he went into the Euro- 
pean Championship finals earlier this year with a dismal 
return of goals for England. 

He responded by scoring five times. 

Newcastle manager Kevin Keegan was quick to absolve 
his world record signing of any blame after the 2-0 defeat 
by Everton. 

“I was looking for other players to give him support but 
there was precious little of that,” said Keegan. 

••We’ll be able to judge him when he gets a better service.” 

Shearer did manage to breach the Everton- defence with a 
header in the first half but the “goal” was ruled out for a push 
by Philippe Albert, 


CORRECTION 

In the advertisement that we ran in Saturday’s 
(17/ 8 /1 996) paper about the investment offer by 
j a German group to finance a cigarettes factory we 
printed the investment amount as .110,000,00 DM 
while the accurate figure is 110,000y000 DM. • 
We regret the error. ' ,,r 


Zanardi wins pole 
for Indycar race 


ELKHART LAKE, Wis- 
consin (R) — Italian rookie 
Alex Zanardi will look to 
win his second race in a 
row from the pole as he 
captured the prime position 
for Sunday’s Indycar Texa- 
co/Havoline 200 at Road 
America Saturday. 

Zanardi turned in a lap at 
141.179 miles per hour 
(227.20 kph) to earn his 
fourth pole of the season, 
tying him with Chip Ganas- 
si racing teammate Jimmy 
Vasser for the most poles 
collected in the series. 

Zanardi will have Brazil- 
ian Gil De Ferran starting 
next to him on the front 


row. De Ferran also drives 
a Honda-powered racer. 

The Newman/Haas race 
team captured the second 
row with Michael Andretti 
getting the inside position 
and Brazilian Christian Fit- 
tipaldi on the outside. 

Mauricio Gugelmin of 
Brazil will start on the 
inside of the third row with 
Bryan Hem. 

Herta led all drivers dur- 
ing Friday's provisional 
session, and is coming oft a 
strong fourth place perfor- 
mance at mid-Ohio last 
week. 


FIAT FOR SALE 


UNPAID DUTY 1993 FIAT CROMA, RED ROSE, FULLY 
LOADED, AUTO GEAR, MIRRORS AND WINDOWS, 
AIRCONDITION, MAINTAINED BY AGENT .. 


McCoist hits 
hat-trick in 
Rangers romp 

GLASGOW (R) — Ran- 
gers’ veteran striker Aliy 
McCoist took his tally of 
goals to five in four games 
this season with a second 
half hat-trick in the 5-2 Scot- 
tish Premier Division win 
over Dunfermline Saturday. 

Rangers, who cany a 3-1 
lead into the second leg of 
their European Cup qualify- 
ing round second Jeg away 
to Russian side Alania 
Vladikavkas Wednesday, 
carried just too much fire- 
power for promoted Dun- 
fermline. 

McCoist 's goals came in 
the -46th. a penalty, 73rd and 
85th minutes. 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT. 3 BEDROOMS. SPACIOUS RECEPTION, TV 
AND DINING ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN. 
PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST 
LOCATIONS IN RABIA. ANNUAL RENT. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 

700696 / 816918 / 079-35591 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
(ANNUALLY) 

Furnished or Unfurnished 

2nd floor, spacious living and dining, 3 bedrooms, 
2 full baths, kitchen cabinets, 2 large verandas. 
Separate water, electricity & telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, West Marriott Hotel. 

Please contact Mr. Mahmood Janrar 
Tel: 665972 
Mobile: 28939 


easiss-e 4013 


Situation Vacant 

A Regional institution invites 
applications for the position of 
Administrative Assistant / Executive 
Secretary. Eligible candidates must hold 
university degree, fluent in written and 
spoken English and Arabic with 
minimum of six years experience in a 
reputed organization preferably in 
training or educational institutions. 
Candidates should be proficient in 
office, typing and computer skills, 
especially Windows 95, MS Word, Excel, 
Foxpro etc. and should independently 
draft letters, handle correspondence and 
filing, besides having an aptitude for 
public relations and liaison work. 
Excellent salary and working conditions. 
Rush in your CV to P.O. Box (930039) 
Amman or Fax : (683383) latest by 
August 25, 1996. 


Expect 

mm Th e m. ^ 
Unexpected 



lahlia-Abela 

Superstore 

If you think all back to 
school bazaars are alike, 
this one will give you a 
new perspective Best 
Selection, Quality, Prices 
and Service aver. 

Also more back to school 
needs are available at our 
second floor, with an 
advantage of exclusive 
savings up to 


GRAND 

BACKjq 

SCHOOL 

OUTDOOR 

BAZAAR 





~ Abela 

Superstore 


A Project of Alahlia - Abela Commercial Center RS.C. 


YOTU E L 


Yotuel 

The Lowest Abrasion Toothpaste 
World-wide 

I Because a white and a young smile is one of the secrets to 
success.. Biocosmetics Company has produced a toothpaste- 
-" Yotuel-" the solution to teeth and gum problems . 

It has been approved and recommended by dentists, professors ; 
and respectable research centers. 

Ill IN HI Has been proven clinically to whiten teeth. 
Detergent- free to reduce canker sores and aphtous ulcers 
by seventy percent as confimred by the University of Oslo. 
Yotuel also contains xylitol, the strongest anticaries active 
ingredient today. Removes stains resulting from tobacco , 
coffee , tea and cola . 


YOT L E L 


Also treats gingivitis. 


Recently the University of Bruxelless has published that 
Yotuel is on top of that: 

11 THE LOWEST ABRASION TOOTHPASTE IN THE WORLD" 


Y O T U E r 


by Biocosmetics 
NOW INTRODUCED IN THE MARKET AND FOUND IN 
PHARMACIES. 

Yotuel Sugarless Whitening Chewing Cum 
Combine the enjoyment of taste with the whitening of teeth 







Yotuel Smile with confidence 









Netanyahu’s policy 
raises chances of war 
with Syria - analyst 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
opposition to relinquishing 
the Golan Heights has 
raised the chances of war 
with Syria considerably, the 
head of Israel’s top strategic 
think<tank says. 

In an article in the Haaretz 
newspaper on Sunday. Z e- 
ev Maoz, head of the Jaffee 
Centre for Stategic Studies, 
said Israel's Syrian policy 
had taken a 180-degree turn 
since Mr. Netanyahu defeat- 
ed Labour’s Shimon Peres 
in last May’s election. 

‘The main meaning of 
this diplomatic about-face 
on the Syrian track is a con- 
siderable increase in the 
probability of war with 
Syria and perhaps against 
additional Arab elements," 
Mr. Maoz wrote. 

‘Therefore, as long as the 
Netanyahu government int- 
ends to continue its present 
policy... it must prepare the 
Israeli army and Israeli citi- 
zens for war in the not too 
distant future," he said. 

The government has app- 
roved the construction of 
300 new housing units on 
the Golan Heights, a spo- 
kesman said Sunday. 

A spokesman for the 
housing ministry said 300 
apartments would be built 
at Katzrin, the main Isr- 
aeli settlement on the strate- 
gic plateau which the 
Jewish state seized from 
Syria in the 1967 Mideast 
war and annexed in 1981.. 

“The decision to go ahead 
with the project has been 
approved by Deputy Hou- 
sing Minister Meir Porush," 
said ministry spokesman 
Amit Dobkin. 

. Mr. Dobkin-^aid.the deci- 
sion did not represent a shift 
In' policy by^the right-wing 
government but was in line 
with the former Labour 
government’s plans for the 
Golan Heights. 

“The previous govern- 
ment authorised construc- 
tion of more than 2,000 


apartments in the Golan and 
we are continuing the devel- 
opment of this region," he 
said. 

The official said that the 
previous government’s stat- 
ed position in favour of ret- 
urning the Golan to Syria in 
exchange for a full peace 
treaty with Damascus had 
discouraged Israelis from 
investing or settling in the 
region and that as a result 
there were many empty ap- 
artments. 

“Before building more 
housing units, the empty 
apartments will be attrib- 
uted, which should increase 
the Golan's population from 

15.000 today to 17,000 or 

18.000 within a year" he 
said 

Last week the Israeli new- 
spaper Yediot Aharonot 
reported that about 100 
families had already dis- 
creetly moved into some of 
the empty apartments over 
the past three months. 

It remains uncertain how 
the government plans to 
finance new housing con- 
struction on the Golan 
Heights. 

Regional officials have 
demanded the government 
fully finance all construc- 
tion, as promised during 
Israel's recent election 
campaign by the Third Way 
Party which is now part of 
the governing coalition. 

The party, a breakaway 
Labour faction opposed to 
any return of the Golan 
Heights to Syria, won four 
seats in parliament and its 
leader, Avigdor Kahalani, is 
internal security minister in 
the Netanyahu cabinet 
Before coming to office, 
Mr. Netanyahu ruled out 
any return of the Golap to 
Syria, although he has rec- 
ently indicated some flexi- 
bility on the issue* insisting 
that he wishes to resume 
peace talks with Syria “on 
all outstanding issues’’ and 
without preconditions. 

Syria insists on a return of 
the entire plateau as its bot- 


tom-line condition for a pe- 
ace agreement with Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
Israel must maintain sover- 
eignty over the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Peres, who favoured 
trading occupied land for 
peace, gave no commitment 
to quit the Golan but said he 
■ could not imagine Syria 
making peace without get- 
ting back the plateau. 

Despite a military balance 
in Israel’s favour, Syria 
might risk war as the only 
option to end the diplomatic 
deadlock over the Golan 
and try to strike a psycho- 
logical blow by~finng mis- 
siles at Israeli cities, Mr. 
Maoz wrote in Harretz. 

“As long as the freeze in 
(peace) negotiations contin- 
ues, Syria's motivation to 
initiate war to break the ice 
will grow,” he said. 

Mr. Maoz acknowledged 
that many Israeli experts, 
citing Syria's lack of a 
superpower sponsor or a 
qualitative military edge 
over Israel, believed war 
soon was unlikely. 

Moreover, he said, Syria 
realised that while it could 
control the size of its own 
attack it could not predict 
the scale of an Israeli reac- 
tion, which could lead to 
massive casualties. 

But Mr. Maoz wrote Syria 
might deem such a risk 
acceptable “if it feels that its 
back is to the wall or time is 
working against it.” 

He also criticised Mr. 
Netanyahu's offer to resume 
negotiations based on a 
“Lebanon first” plan that 
both Syria and Lebanon 
have rejected. 

Under the plan, Israeli 
troops would pull out of a 
zone they occupy in South 
Lebanon in exchange for a 
Syrian commitment to dis- 
arm Hizbollah guerrillas 
fighting Israel there. 

Mr. Maoz called the plan 
“empty,” and said it was a 
stalling tactic by Mr. 
Netanyahu. 


Netanyahu and Levy 
patch up differences 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Foreign 
Minister David Levy ended 
two weeks of public feuding 
Sunday with an agreement on 
sharing responsibility for 
managing the peace process, 
Mr. Levy said. 

“We have agreed on a coor- 
dination between the foreign 
ministry and the prime minis- 
ter’s office," Mr. Levy said 
following his first meeting 
with Mr. Netanyahu since the 
start of the month. 

Mr. Levy, who had been 
bristling for weeks over the 
exclusion of his ministry 
from key policy initiatives 
concerning the peace process, 
said that “if this had not been 
resolved today, I would have 
resigned.” 

T could no longer accept 
that the foreign ministry be 
completely paralysed,” he 
said in an interview on Israeli 
radio. 

Since coming to office June 
18, Mr Netanyahu has virtu- 
ally monopolised foreign 
policy, visiting the United 
Slates, Egypt and Jordan 
without taking any foreign 
ministry officials along and 
dealing with die Palestinians 
primarily through close advi- 
sors. 

According to Israeli public 
radio, the Netanyahu-Levy 
reconciliation pact centred on 
the creation of a foreign-poli- 
cy coordinating committee 
grouping the two men and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mondechai, the radio said. 

The committee would 
focus firstly on policy related 
to the peace process wife fee 
Palestinians, Syria and 
Lebanon, the radio said. 

Mr. Netanyahu also agreed 
to a framework for coopera- 
tion between his office and 
the foreign ministry, 
acknowledgiog Mr. Levy’s 
“special role" in formulating 
foreign policy, fee radio said 
Fmally the two men also 
agreed to name a former 


army chief of staff, Dan 
Shomron, to head the com- 
mittee overseeing negotia- 
tions with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

A move by Mr Netanyahu 
earlier this month ro name his 
chief cabinet secretary, 
Danny Naveh, to head the 
Palestinian negotiations steer- 
ing committee was the spark 
which ignited the feud with 
Mr. Levy, aides to the foreign 
minister said 

Mr. Levy, fee only member 
of the netanyahu government 
who has met with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, wanted 
control over the committee, 
they said 

The steering committee is 
tasked with overseeing politi- 
cal negotiations wife fee PNA 
led by Mr. Arafat, and notably 
the resumption of talks on a 
permanent settlement for the 
Palestinian territories. 

Prior to Sunday’s meeting 
Mr. Levy had stayed away 
from the past two weekly 
cabinet meetings and spent 
most of last week on a previ- 
ously unannounced private 
visit to fee United States. 

Mr. Levy is a long-time 
political rival who unsuccess- 
fully battled Mr. Netanyahu 
for leadership of fee right- 
wing Likud party then broke 
away last year to form his 
own party. 

Relations were bitter the 
last time Ml Levy was for- 
eign minister in the Likud-Jed 
government in 1990-92 and 
Mr. Netanyahu was his 
deputy. 

Mr. Levy’s aides have com- 
plained that since his election 
in May, Mr. Netanyahu has 
denied fee foreign ministry a 
role in peace moves with 
Israel’s Arab neighbours. Mr. 
Netanyahu insists it is his job 
to lead the country. 

Mr. Levy stunned Ml 
N etanyahu in June and again 
in July by threatening to quit 
until room was made in fee 
cabinet for hawkish political 
ally Ariel Sharon. 


China 
to aid 
Iraq under 
oil-for- 
food deal 

BEIJING (R) — China will 
actively assist Iraq with 
humanitarian products under 
fee Iraqi oil-for-food deal 
wife fee United Nations, an 
official newspaper said on 
Sunday. 

Shi Weisan, an official of 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, was quoted by 
fee Business weekly as say- 
ing China supports fee UN. 
deal and wants to offer food 
and medicine to ease fee 
problems of the Iraqi people. 

Iraq, under UN. sanctions 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, was formally given 
permission this month to sell 
$2 billion worth of oil every 
six months ro buy food and 
medicine. 

Mr. Shi recently returned 
from a trip ro Iraq accompa- 
nied by representatives of six 
major Chinese companies. 


Chief justices of Court of Cassation 
and Higher Court take oath of office 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Royal Decree was issued 
Sunday endorsing the 
appointment of Naji 
Tarawneh and Omar 
Abaza as chief justices 
of the Court of 
Cassation and Higher 
Court of Justice respec- 
tively. The decree also 
endorsed the appoint- 
ment of Zuheir AI 
Eayed as president of 
the general prosecutors' 
office. Mr. Ihrawneh 
and Mr. Abaza took the 
oath of office before His 


Majesty King Hussein. 
The ceremony, which 
was held at the Royal 
Court, was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and Justice 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Al Dughmi. 

Mr. Abaza replaced 
Khlexf Suheimat, who is 
currently serving as 
principal of both the 
Court of Cassation and 
Higher Court of Justice. 
Judge Suheimat has 
requested to be retired. 



Israeli ministers disagree over Hebron 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Disagreements arose among 
senior Israeli ministers 
Sunday over how ro proceed 
wife Israel's promised par- 
tial withdrawal from 
Hebron, lessening chances 
the long-delayed pullback 
could take place soon, Israel 
public radio reported. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu bad gathered his 
senior ministers for the sec- 
ond time since Thursday to 
review a proposal put for- 
ward by Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai for 
han ding most of the West 
Bank city over to the 
Palestinian autonomy gov- 
ernment of Yasser Arafat, 
officials in the prime minis- 
ter’s office said. 

But the radio said some 
ministers objected to Mr. 
Mordechai’s plans and feat 
the group will meet again 
later Sunday and could pur- 
sue talks throughout the 
week on the redeployment, 
which, is already six months 
behind fee schedule laid out 
in the Oslo peace accords. 

Transportation Minister 
Yitzhak Levy, from the far- 
right National Religious 
Party, complained feat fee 
proposals did not provide 
for significantly expanding 


a Jewish settlement where 
400 militant nationalists 
now live among Hebron’s 

120,000 Palestinian resi- 
dents, fee radio said. 

The radio did not say 
which other officials raised 
objections to Mr. Mor- 
dechai's plan. Also attend- 
ing the meeting were Nat- 
ional Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon and Deputy 
Prime Minister Rafael 
Eitan, both hardline propo- 
nents of Jewish settlement 
in the Palestinian territories. 

Under the terms of the 
1995 Oslo peace accord 
extending Palestinian au- 
tonomy on the West Bank, 
Israel was to have with- 
drawn its army from 80 per 
cent of Hebron in March, 
leaving behind a small force 
to guard Jewish settlers and 
Jewish religious sites in the 
heart of the city. 

The redeployment from 
Hebron, the last main West 
Bank town still under Israeli 
control and a focal point of 
Arab-Israeli violence, was 
postponed by the previous 
Labpur govemrqejif fallow- 
ing a spate of ^cirebomb- 
ings by Palestinians in late 
February and early March. 

Mr. Netanyahu said last 
week he would press ahead 


with a pullback from 
Hebron, but only after 
ensuring feat its terms 
would ensure the security of 
Jewish residents and pil- 
grims in the city, which is 
holy to both Muslims and 
Jews. 

Mr. Mordechai said last 
week that once the Neta- 
nyahu government appr- 
oved a final plan for He- 
bron, he would present the 
project to Mr. Arafat. No 
date for that meeting has 
been set. although some 
officials said it could take 
place later this week. 

Mr. Sharon, an outspoken 
defender of Jewish settlers 
in fee Palestinian territories, 
visited Jewish residents in 
Hebron early Sunday prior 
to fee ministerial talks. 
Israel radio reported with- 
out elaborating. 

Israeli media, quoting sen- 
ior officials, have reported 
that Mr. Mordechai’s plan 
would preserve the army’s 
right to patrol in areas 
turned over to fee Pale-stin- 
National Authority 
A), fL change to the aut- 
accord which Pale- 
stinian officials have insist- 
ed would be unacceptable. 

The plan would also boost 
the number of troops pre- 


ian 


sent in Jewish areas in the 
city, link downtown Jewish 
homes to fee large settle- 
ment of Kiryat Arba just 
north of Hebron and spread 
fee redeployment out over a 
longer period than previous- 
ly foreseen. 

‘Israel will be main loser’ 

Israel stands to be fee 
main loser in the stalemated 
peace process, brought 
about by the hardline poli- 
cies of its own right-wing 
government, a senior Egy- 
ptian official said Sun -day. 

Osama Al Baz, political 
advisor to president Hosni 
Mubarak, said Mr. Neta- 
nyahu risked “setting back 
fee peace process which 
will endanger Israel.” “Is- 
rael will suffer much more 
than other countries in such 
a situation because some 
parties may react" Mr. Baz 
said, referring to possible 
anti-Israeli attacks by mili- 
tants. Mr. Baz, speaking on 
Egyptian Television, said he 
did not want to issue a 
“warning” to Israel but sim- 
ply a “reminder ” 

He said it was still possi- 
ble to modify Israel’s posi- 
tions through negotiations 
and dialogue. 


Israel cautions EU 
over Orient House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israel’s new hardline 
government has told European 
Union (EU) ministers not to 
come to Israel next month 
because they plan to visit the 
Orient House, fee 
Palestinians’ unofficial head- 
quarters in Jerusalem, Israel 
Radio reported Sunday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has demanded feat 
Palestinians shut down fee 
Orient House, which Israel 
sees as a challenge to its sov- 
ereignty over the city. 

According to Israel Radio, 
the government sent a mes- 
sage to the EU’s three -mem- 
ber ruling council, made up of 
foreign ministers Dick Spring 
of Ireland, Carlos Westendorp 
of Spain and Susanna Agnelli 
of Italy, telling them that if 
they insist on visiting fee 
Orient House, no Israeli offi- 
cial will meet them. 

An official in the foreign 
ministry, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, confirmed 
there had been *’ an exchange 
of messages" between Israel 
and the minist ers 

“No one threatened them, 
but there were some messages 
exchanged in which it was 
possible to understand that 


Israel and the EU could even- 
tually meet outside fee 
region." rather than during a 
visit to Jerusalem, the official 
said 

There was no immediate EU 
response to the report 

Mr. Netanyahu has linked 
the continuation of fee peace 
process to the closing of fee 
Orient House and other 
Palestinian offices in East 
Jerusalem. Shortly after com- 
ing to power in June, his gov- 
ernment asked international 
dignitaries to refrain from vis- 
its to Orient House. 

Israel’s position is feat the 
Palestinians receiving high- 
level dignitaries at the Orient 
House violates fee autonomy 
accords, which restrict activi- 
ties of the Palestinian self-rule 
government ro the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“Our position on the status 
of fee Orient House is vmy 
well-known to fee European 
Union and we expea itro take 
it into consideration,'’ foreign 
ministry spokesman Yigal 
Palmor said 

EU foreign ministers — 
unlike those from most other 
countries — usually stop at 
fee Orient House when visit- 
ing Jerusalem. 


Clerides-Denktash talks look unlikely 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Greek- 
Cypriot leaders are to exam- 
ine a UN. request to resume 
negotiations wife fee Turidsh- 
Cypriot authorities, but a 
flareup of ethnic violence has 
made the possibility unlikely, 
officials said Sunday. 

The killings of two Greek 
Cypriots during the past week 
by Turidsh-Cypriot forces 
have raised tensions on the 
divided island and diminished 
already slim hopes of an early 
resumption of talks suspend- 
ed since 1994, they said 
hi a bid to reduce fee ten- 
sion, UN. Secretary General 
Boutros Gbali last week pro- 
posed a meeting between 
Cypriot President Glafcos 


Clerides and Turidsh-Cypriot 
Leader Rauf Denktash. 

A member of fee Cypriot 
National Council said the 
island's top political body 
would discuss the UN. secre- 
tary general’s proposal at a 
meeting here scheduled fra: 
Tuesday. 

Ahead of the council meet- 
ing, however, a number of 
Gteek-Cypriot politicians 
ruled out fee possibility of a 
Clerides-Denktash summit in 
the current climate, 

“Such ameeting, following 
die brutal murders of two 
unarmed youths, would be 
unlikely and useless." one of 
them said. 

Turkey’s acting Prime 


Minister Tansu Ciller has also 
called in fee wake of the 
worst ethnic violence on the 
island in 22 years for a 
resumption of direct talks 
between Mr. Derides and Ml 
Denktash. 

Previous rounds of negotia- 
tions have made little 
progress, however, in resolv- 
ing the impasse between fee 
two sides. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Derides 
was due to hold talks Sunday 
wife Greek Defence Minister 
Gexassimos Arsenis in the 
northern Greek city of 
Salonika to discuss the two 
countries' joint defence strate- 
gies and the current situation 
in Cyprus. 


Strong Christian turnout 
as Lebanese polls start 


BEIRUT (Agencies') — 
Lebanese voters turned out 
in force Sunday for the first 
parliamentary elections in 
four years, despite Christian 
opposition calls to boycott 
the poll in protest at Syria’s 
dominant role in the coun- 
try. 

The outcome of Sunday’s 
vote in the mainly Christian 
Mount Lebanon area and 
those in other Lebanese 
regions over the next four 
Sundays are not expected ro 
change parliament's pro- 
Syrian character. 

As voting began, rival 
candidates swapped accusa- 
tions of bribery, intimida- 
tion and gangsterism. 

Polling was brisk in some 
areas of Mount Lebanon, 
the Christian heartland, as 
Christian voters ignored 
calls from hardline anti- 
government leaders to 
repeat their massive boycott 
of the last elections in 1992. 

Mount Lebanon, whose 

656,000 eligible vorers 
elect 35 deputies ro fee 128- 
seat parliament, is fee first 
of five regions to vote in the 
elections. 

The region was expected 
to provide fee hottest con- 
test between supporters and 
opponents of the pro-Syrian 
government which 

Christian opposition leaders 
accuse of failing to main- 
tain national sovereignty. 
Syria has 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 

As voting began, opposi- 
tion supporters and an inde- 
pendent watchdog group 
reported alleged intimida- 
tions and electoral viola- 
tions, particularly in north 
Metn district where Interior 
Minister Michel Al Murr, 
who is responsible for 
organising the elections, 
faced a strong opposition 
ticket.’ 

North Mem opposition 
candidates said 40-50 of 
their polling station dele- 
gates were detained by 
police during the night and 
were only freed at dawn 


after a 5 a.m. (0200 GMT) 
telephone appeal to Prime 
Minister Rafik Al Hariri. 

“It’s a very aggressive 
campaign, of intimidation. 
It’s a scare campaign,” 

■ Fadi Tueni, a supporter of 
opposition candidate Nasib 
Lahoud, told Reuters in ref- 
erence to fee detentions. 

The Lebanese Association 
for the Democracy of 
Elections (LADE), a private 
watchdog group, said police 
in many voting stations 
were handing out election 
papers for pro-government 
candidates in violation of 
rules, and officials were 
telling voters not to use cur- 
tained booths ro cast their 
ballots. 

“In some places the vot- 
ing is going very well, but 
in some other places there 
are no rules, no laws and it 
is a big mess," opposition 
candidate Michel Samaha, a 
former information minis- 
ter, told Reuters. 

Two hours after voting 
began, Mr. Murr accused 
Mr. Lahoud, a millionaire 
contractor, of distributing 
$120,000 in bribes to a 
handful of people to secure 
votes for his UsL 

Mr. Murr said those who 
allegedly received fee 
bribes were arrested during 
the night and would be 
interrogated on Monday. 

“The allegations that I 
distributed bribes are utter 
lies from a man who has no 
credibility and is not fit to 
run this ministry. He has 
been using bribery for 40 
years,” Mr. Lahoud told 
Reuters. 

“Muir is not a minister, he 
is a gang leader," Mr. 
Lahoud s ally Samaha said. 
“We demand that minister 
Murr resign immediately.” 
About 656,000 Lebanese 
were eligible to vote 
Sunday in Mount Lebanon. 

The other four regions are 
North Lebanon, Beirut, 
South Lebanon and the 
Bekaa Valley, 


British phone 
companies fight 
over red box 

LONDON (R) — A fight 
over who has the right to 
use Britain's famous iron 
telephone boxes reached 
stalemate when both Br- 
itish Telecommunications 
Pic (BT) and a rival compa- 
ny had to promise not to 
install any more. New 
World Payphones has 
installed about 100 of the 
world-famous red kiosks 
— and painted them in 
green. But BT has taken 
the new company to 
London’s High Court to 
dispute its intention to use 
fee kiosks for its own tele- 
phones. BT has won sever- 
al injunctions against New 
World using the boxes 
while fee court considers 
the case. “We believe that 
fee red payphones are very 
much associated with BT," 
a BT spokesman said, 
“They should choose then- 
own design." But on 
Thursday the court said 
both companies had ro stop 
installing any of the boxes 
while judges decide. BT, 
which inherited fee boxes 
when fee government pri- 
vatised the telephone com- 
pany, has been replacing j 
some of its new-style clear * 
plastic booths with fee old- 
fashioned models. Richard 
Thompson, a spokesman 
for New World, told 
reporters after fee hearing: 
“This concession to us will 
guarantee our right to com- 
pete once we have estab- 
lished ro right to do so at 
full trial " 


Indian teachers to 
march in the nude 
for wages 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Hundreds of teachers from 
Bihar have threatened to 
stage rallies in the nude next 
month in from of the Indian 
parliament to demand 
wages from the government 
of fee eastern state, officials 
said Friday. The Telegraph 
newspaper said a forum of 
teachers had warned that the 
protesters would strip in i 
front of President Shankar 
Dayal Sharma and parlia- 
ment to demand wages they 
have not received since 
1981 in Bihar. The planned 
nude march is slated ro take 
place on Sept 5 in New 
Delhi, said a spokesman of 
the Joint Forum of School 
and College Teachers which 
has 175,000 members on its 
rolls in the impoverished 
state. “Most of the forum 
members have not received 
a single day's salary since 
the day they joined service 
(15 years ago),’’ said Jai 
Narayan Singh, leader of 
the previously-unknown 
Front for Wageless Teachers 
of Bih-ar. The forum leader 
also said after the nude rally 
the protesters would squat 
before India’s Hum-an 
Rights Commission ro press 
for their demands. He said 
hu-ndreds of teachers in 
state-run schools and col- 
leges in Bihar were on fee 
verge of starvation and 
more than a dozen had com- 
mitted suicide as they had 
not been paid by the stated 
government. m 

Historian said to 
plead guilty to theft 

COLUMBUS (R) — A 68- 

year-bid art historian pleaded 
§mlty to smuggling three 14th 
century inummatea manuscript 
pagss commissioned by 
Petrarch from fee V&tican 
library and other 14th century 
manuscripts from Spanish 
•cathedral lib-rahes, a U.S. aticr 
ney said on Tuesday. Fdmund 
Saigas, U.S. attorney for Ototfs 
southern district, told a news 
release feat former Cfcio State 
University Professor Ant-bony 
Melrrikas of Upper Arii-ngton, 
Ohio, also pleaded 
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items protected by; 
It was not clear wb 
occurred, but the 
took 14 months. Mi 
an Akron, Ohio, an 
reportedly brought 
authorities' attemio 
helpful in fee resol 
thefts. 




